1.3.1
Institution integrates cross cutting issues as reflected in Sanskrit literature
relevant to Gender, Environment and Sustainability, Human Values and
Professional Ethics and traditional system of shastric learning into the
Curriculum

National Sanskrit University has always been in the forefront to devise ways
and means to focus on the holistic development of the students. One of the chief
means by which the university does the above is by integrating Cross cutting issues
as reflected in Sanskrit literature like Gender, Environment & Sustainability,
Human Values & Professional Ethics and Traditional system of sastraic
learning into the curriculum.

e Gender: The University is aware of the role of education in promoting equal
rights for women. Apart from conducting gender sensitisation programs, the
University encourages the departments to focus on gender issues through their
syllabi. The B.Ed. program has courses that deal with Gender, directly and
indirectly emphasizing the need to sensitize the teacher-trainees on the issue.
Courses run by department of Sahitya & Puranetihasa, deal with several texts
which have woman characters which display valiant qualities and resilience and
prove a model for present generation. Departments of other languages like
English, Telugu and Hindi have concepts like feminism and Women's literature
as a part of the syllabi.

e Environment and Sustainability: It is the focus of attention in one of the
compulsory courses at Sastri Sammanitha/BA/B.Sc/B.Sc. Yoga exposes the
students to features of the environment, threats posed to the environment and
consequent problems, sustainable development without damaging the
environment. There is also an optional 3" elective- Environmental Education at
undergraduate level which has issues related to the environment with more
depth and concentration. Environment & Sustainability is also part of a course
in the B.Ed program. Various programs focus on nature, giving a glimpse into
our ancestors view and reverential treatment of nature & environment
encouraging us to follow their example.

e Human values and Professional Ethics:Literature is the carrier and promoter
of values and ethics. This is even more so in the case of classics of Sanskrit
literature like the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, Bhagavata and Bhagavadgita
which are based on the foundation laid by the Vedas which exhort and embody
values like Truth, Universal Brotherhood and Righteousness. Human values and



ethics are also passed down to us through the texts of Dharmasastra,
SankhyaYoga, the various disciplines of Vedanta-which form part of various
undergraduate and postgraduate programs. Going by the famous Vedic dictum
"JT AT HGT: shadl o] faead:". University Curriculum includes literatures
from English, Telugu and Hindi languages and the human values & ethics that
they bring to fore. More importantly, Professional ethics forms an important
part of course content in B.Ed. program, laying a firm moral basis in the teacher
trainees.

e Traditional system of Sastraic learning : The University was established in
the year 1961 for in-depth Sanskrit learning. Sastras, along with their
commentaries, are taught in Gurukula Method of teaching. Each student studies
a particular shastra for nearly 5 years, wherein students learn nearly all the
major texts of that shastra. Shastras like Sahitya, Vyakarana, Jyothisha, Nyaya,
Advaita Vedanta, etc.,. Cross cutting concepts embedded in various shastras are
imbibed in the syllabi of various programs for the holistic development of the
students.
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