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Multi-Day Symposium on the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana

femTE: - 04. 02 .. 2021

Parabrahman Bhagavan Svaminarayana gifted the eternal, Vedic,
and distinct Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. By Pramukh Swami Ma-
haraj’s wish, Mahamahopadhyaya Pujya Bhadreshdas Swami presented
this darsana by authoring the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-bhasya.
Upon learning about this comprehensive commentary on the Prasthana-
trayl, the Vice-Chancellor of the National Sanskrit University in
Tirupati, Sfi Murlidhar Sharma

expressed:

“Tirupati is home to education; it
is a sanctuary for darSanic Sanskrit
and scholarly deliberation. For this
reason, it becomes imperative for
scholars to become familiar with the
principles of the Aksara-Purusot-
tama Darsana established within
the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-
bhasya. Havingwitnessed Bhasyakara
Mahamahopadhyaya Bhadreshdas
Swami’s scholarship firsthand, [ am
convinced that this darsana is both

scholarly and Vedic. Instead of
simply expressing my sentiments
to other scholars, [ feel it would be

more fruitful if they themselves

engage in open and unrestricted
discussions with Svamiji and come to share the same experience. Here,
each scholar would get the chance to meet Svamiji individually and

partake in question-answer sessions. Prominent scholars of the

entire Southern Region would come together and engage in a thor-
ough scholarly discussion. They would have the opportunity to explore
various topics including: the authenticity of the Aksara-Purusottama

afl WWW&WI The action of those who do it without forethought comes to naught. ::E
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Darsana; its consensus with Prasthanatrayi revelations; its foundation
on the sampradaya’s texts; the commentary’s validity according to the
methodologies of nyaya and vyakarana; and Svamiji’s insight into the
saddarsanas. Through these discussions, scholars would be able to en-
gage with and come to appreciate their meeting with Svamiji, the
sole bhasyakara on the entire Prasthanatrayi. The proposed symposium
would introduce the instruction and study of the Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana at our prestigious university.”

To make this wish come to fruition, the Vice-Chancellor
invited bhasyakara Bhadreshdas Swami to Tirupati. With the consensus
of many prominent scholars of South India and Svamiji, it was decid-
ed that a scholarly discussion with Bhadreshdas Swami would com-
mence on January 26th. Soon after, Bhadreshdas Swami and Nirdoshy-
ogidas Swami arrived at the National Sanskrit University in Tirupati
with the murti of Aksara-Purusottama Maharaj. According to Southern
tradition, scholars welcomed them with the chanting of Veda man-
tras. The Vice-Chancellor came to receive them and hosted them in a
separate building within his own residence.

The Commencement of the Darsanic Symposium
The Vice-Chancellor Sri Murlidhar Sharma made arrangements
so that scholars could discuss the Aksara-Purusottama DarSsana with
Swami Bhadreshdasji individually. All those who attended felt as if an

afl ?%Eﬁf\&?mﬁﬁ'@ﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁl One does not stay idle, even for a moment. ::E
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unprecedented scholarly confer-
ence was unfolding before them.
The scholars present were
renowned for their expertise in
their respective fields. They came
from different sampradayas, were
knowledgeable in diverse fields of
study including Nyaya and Sanskrit
vyakarana, and spoke in fluent
Sanskrit. Many were also well-

' _ " versed in sacred texts and had
TITIHTT: OE o= shawd: HT-T: holda: : ;
S S committed sections of the

Upanisads, Bhagavadgita, the
Brahmasutras (three canonical texts of Vedanta tradition), and other
prominent scriptural revelations to memory.
Discussions with Swami Bhadreshdasji continued for approximately
ten hours each day for a duration of eight consecutive days.

e

2
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Within these deliberations, Svamiji read sections from the Vacanamrta,
a compilation of the teachings of Bhagavan Svaminarayana, and
explained Svaminarayana Bhagavan’s revelation of the Aksara-Purusot-
tama Darsana. He began by reading the original Gujarati text and then
requested scholars to read its Sanskrit translation. Svamiji then explained
how Svaminarayana Bhagavan’s teachings align with revelations from
the Prasthanatrayi and the ontological difterence between Aksara and
Purusottama expressed within the Vacanamrta. He also detailed where
and how five eternal and distinct entities—jiva, 1§vara, maya, Brahma,
and Parabrahma—are established within various sacred texts. Scholars
not only appreciated but also gained new insight form Svamiji’s com-
prehensive discussions on the nature and form of Aksarabrahman as an
ontologically distinct entity.

Upon witnessing Svamiji’s explanations, scholars came to admire his
aptitude, humility, and familiarity with not only the Sanskrit language
but also its literature, sacred texts, and darsanic reflections.

They methodically analyzed Swami Bhadreshdasji’s Prasthana-

ﬂfl T Fferarerifszafea «fRT: | The brave on making a resolve do not backtrack from it. ::E
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trayi-Svaminarayana-bhasya, the
vadagrantha Svaminarayana-Sid-
dhanta-Sudha, and the “Satsan-
ga-diksa”section of the Aksara-Pu-
rusottama-Sambhita text from
multiple perspectives. When neces-
sary, they approached Svamiji many
times throughout the day for further
clarifications or to appease their cu-
riosities. Among other questions,
they inquired:

. We are familiar with some of sampradaya’s sacred texts; however,
we are hearing about the Vacanamrta for the first time. Can you offer
an overview of the work and explain its principles?

. Dvaita and Visistadvaita Darsanas do not advocate jivanamukti—
the position that liberation is possible while being alive. Does Bhaga-
van Svaminarayana advocate a similar position?

e  The Advaita Darsana only believes in the existence of a single
ontological entity; Visistadvaita Darsana on the other hand posits three
distinct ontological categories. How many distinct categories does
Bhagavan Svaminarayana advocate?

. Within the Dvaita and Visistadvaita DarSanas, daharakasa is
expressed as a form of Paramatman. What does Bhagavan Svaminarayana
understand as daharakasa?

. How does the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana define turyavastha?

. What are the different pramana accepted by the Aksara-Purusot-
tama Darsana?

ﬂfl T Hfaaw &Y | There is no wealth like fame. ::E




NEWS LETTER aﬂl

—
—
b ) :

.:\x.&

\,5 ’ ‘ §\‘«
rv:, s ‘0"'&»

Swami Bhadreshdasji responded to these and many other
questions by providing sound reasoning and presenting relevant
readings from the Prasthanatrayli and various sacred texts of the
sampradaya. Scholars who attended these meetings were pleased by
Svamiji’s responses and attested that the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana
was not merely a sect but a principal school of Vedanta and a distinct
Vedic sanatana darsana. They felt that just as the Advaita, Visistadvaita,

Dvaita, and other darsanasareidentified asdistinct Vedanta darsanas,
the Aksara-Purusottama DarsSana is also a distinct Vedanta darSana.
Prior to this symposium, scholars were unfamiliar with many of the
principles and sacred texts of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana and,
as a result, mistakenly identified it as a branch of Visistadvaita. They
mistakenly understood Bhagavan Svaminarayana’s following as
simply a tradition or an organization. However, upon studying
Bhagavan Svaminarayana’s revelations in the Vacanamrta and history
of the darsana, they came to recognize the Aksara-Purusottama Darsa-
na as a unique and distinct Vedic darsana. The Vice-Chancellor was
satisfied to see that the scholars who attended the discussions came to
the same conclusion that he did and expressed the same appreciation
and insights that he had experienced after his discussions with Svamiji.

The Scholarly Symposium
As per the wish of the Vice-Chancellor, a scholarly symposium was
organized on 4 February 2021 at the National Sanskrit University.
Eminent scholars from Tirupati, Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kanchipuram, Sringeri, and other regions gathered to participate in

ﬂfl gzwmﬁr gﬂnﬁaﬁﬂﬁm: | He who knows the device makes a thing easy of accomplishment ::E
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the event. Many prominent scholars from South India including:

- Mahamahopadhyaya Sri R. Krishnamurthy Shastri ji, a leading
scholar of the Kanchikamkotipith’s scholarly assembly;

- Mahamahopadhyaya Sri Manidravida Shastri ji, a leading
scholar of the Sharadapitha, Shrinagri and the Kanchikamkotip
-itha’s scholarly assembly;

- Pundit Sri Shripad Subramaniam Shastri ji;

. Pundit Sri J. Ramkrishna ji, an expert on vyakarana;

- Pundit Sr Ramlal Sharma ji, an expert on nyaya;

- Pundit Sri Narsihnacharya Purohit ji, a scholar of the Dvaita
Darsana;

. Pundit Sr1 C. Rangnathji, a scholar of the Visistadvaita Darsana;
. Pundit Sr1 G. S. R. Krishnamurthiy ji, an expert in the Vedanta,
Mimamsa, and sacred texts and a renowned poet known as

Aparkalidas;

- Pundit Sri Narayana Acharyaji, a scholar of the Nyaya and Dvaita
Darsanas;

- Pundit S K. Ganapati Bhatt ji; an eminent scholar of nyaya and
Vedanta;

- Pundit Sri Pankajkumar Vyasa ji, a proficient pundit in vyakarana;

- Pundit St K. Vishvanatha ji, an expert on Nyaya, Vedanta,
Mimamsa, and the Yoga-Sastras;

. Pundit Sri Shankar Narayana ji, an expert on Sanskrit literature and
Vedanta;

«  Pundit SriK. S. Satishji;

o  Pundit Sri Shrihari Shivram Dhaygudeji;

o  Acarya O. P. G. Kalyan Shastriji;

o  Acarya Niranjan Mishraji;
. Sri K. Ramanujacharyaluji, a scholar of the ViSistadvaita Darsana; and
. Acharya P. R. Vasudevanji; and other prominent scholars of South India

and others attended the proceedings.

A Historical Procession
University scholars and Vice Chancellor Sti Murlidhar Sharma
personally expressed that they wished to commemorate the murti
of Aksara-Purusottama Maharaja and the sacred texts of the Aksara-
Purusottama Darsana with a procession. On the morning of the

%W%ﬁﬁwmﬁ‘ﬁ@ﬁl Anything done for an ungreatful person causes pain even to the doer.::E
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symposium, Sadhu Saral-
| jivandas Swami, the head of
& | the Bangalore based BAPS
{ Swaminarayan = Mandir,
ceremoniously  honored
# the murtis of Aksara
Purusottama  Mabharaja,
His Holiness Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, and His
Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj. Thereafter, he presented a garland of
flowers to Mahamahopadhyaya Swami Bhadreshdasji. On be-
half of all the scholars, Sadhu Bhadreshdas Swami respectfully
honored Sri Murlidhar Sharma, the Vice Chancellor of the National
Sanskrit University.
Following the ceremony, esteemed scholars joined in a procession to
commence the symposium. As the procession made its way from the
Vice Chancellor’s residence to the University’s assembly hall, schol-
ars reverently held the Prasthanatrayl-Swaminarayan-bhasya and other
sacred texts in their hands and recited Vedic mantras amidst the tunes
of the nadasvarama and thavila. Aksara-Purusottama Maharaja was
showered with flower petals. At the conclusion of the
procession, Aksara-Purusottama Maharaja, the Prasthanatrayi-Swam-
inarayan-Bhasya, and other scriptures were placed on the principal
plinth of the assembly hall.

The First Scholarly Session
Soon after, Pundit Sri Pankaj Kumar facilitated the first scholarly
session. After recitation of a Vedic mangalacarana and inaugural
ceremonies, Swami Bhadreshdasji was honored with a shawl and
other traditional offerings. During this time, Svaminarayana Bhagavan,
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana, the bhasya of the darsana, the bhasya’s
inspirer Param Pujya Pramukh Swami Maharaj, Guru Mahant Swami
Maharaj, and bhasyakara Bhadreshdasji were extolled through Sanskrit
verses authored by the renowned poet and Sri G. S. R. Krishnamurtiji.
National Sanskrit University Professor K. Vishwanath Shastriji then
introduced Svaminarayana Bhagavan, the BAPS Swaminarayan
Sanstha, and Mahamahopadhyaya Swami Bhadreshdasji. He expressed,

afl FIY: HATT ASFIANT 'cﬂmmfm | Angers turn even an initiated blind with loss of sensibility. ::E
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“The Svaminarayana Sampradaya is a Vedic and sanatana sampradaya.
Affirmed by the teachings of Bhagavan Svaminarayana in the Vacanamr-
ta, the sampradaya’s darsanic position is identified as the Aksara-Pu-
rusottama Darsana. This darsana’s unique, comprehensive commen-
taries on the Prasthanatrayi advocate its position as a distinct Vedanta
darsana. This event is organized on behalf of the National Sanskrit
University to welcome and commemorate the reception, validation,
and establishment of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana.”

Scholars present at the assembly were then honored. After the intro-
ductory address, the conference’s first session commenced. All were
eager to hear Mahamahopadhyaya Swami Bhadreshdasji’s speech. After
reciting Vedic benedictions, Swami Bhadreshdasji commence with the
Sanskrit verse:
Svaminarayanah saksad Aksarapurusottamal |
sarvebhyah paramam $antim anandam sukham arpayet |

He continued,
“aham Sadhuh Bhadresadasah, Aksara-Purusottamadarsanakinkarah,
guruharisripramukhasvamimaharajaih diksitah, idanim

guruharimahantasvamimaharajanam nisrayam sevarato’smi... ...

“] am Sadhu Bhadreshdas, a servant of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsa-

na, ordained by Pramukh Swami Maharaj, and presently in the service

of Mahant Swami Maharaj...”

In his address, Mahamahopadhyaya Bhadreshdas Swami offered a

brief introduction of Bhagavan Svaminarayana, the lineage of gunatita

gurus, the sampradaya’s senior sadhus, and the present sadhus and

devotees. He explained,

“I am merely introducing the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana, but all

those that I have mentioned live the darsana. This darsana’s knowledge

cannot simply be attained through the study of sacred texts. To realize

the darsana, one must experience its gurus and devotees first-hand.

Their lives must be seen closely.”

He then added,

“The darsana [ am speaking of has hundreds of thousands of devotees,

thousands of mandirs, and is established throughout the world. You

will be introduced to the darsana today... We are all children of the

ﬂf, 3Mq: ga&T ANSi: | Water is the cure for all (deseases) ::E
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sruti scriptures. Children love their mother in different ways, but their
love is similar, and their mother is one. In this way, we are all brothers.”
While expressing his admiration to the other Vedanta darsanas, he
continued:
“aham Advaitam namaskaromi, aham Dvaitam namaskaromi, aham
Visistadvaitam namaskaromi.”
“I bow to the Advaita Darsana. I bow to the Visistadvaita DarsSana. I
bow to the Dvaita Darsana, and all other darsanas.”
Admiring Svamijr’s deep respect for all darsanas and the darsanic tra-
dition, scholars in the assembly erupted in applause. They were over-
joyed at witnessing the bhasyakara’s humility, generosity, and genuine
respect for others. The expression of such reverence and camaraderie
was a true introduction to the values of the Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana.

Swami Bhadreshdasji then continued to convey the foundational
principles of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. He expressed that the
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana was revealed by Bhagavan Svaminarayana
and identified Bhagavan Svaminarayana as the istadeva of its Admir-
ing Svamijr’s deep respect for all darsanas and the darsanic tradition,
scholars in the assembly erupted in applause. They were overjoyed at
witnessing the bhasyakara’s humility, generosity, and genuine respect
for others. The expression of such reverence and camaraderie was a

true introduction to the values of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana.

Swami Bhadreshdasji then continued to convey the foundational
principles of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. He expressed that the
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana was revealed by Bhagavan Svaminarayana
and identified Bhagavan Svaminarayana as the istadeva of its followers.
The darsana’s foundational principle is for one to become aksararupa—
identify one’s atman with Aksarabrahman—and offer supreme devo-
tion to Parabrahman. Svamiji also expressed that within the Aksara-Pu-
rusottama Darsana, ‘Aksara’ and ‘Purusottama’ refer to Aksarabrahman
and Parabrahman—two ontologically distinct, divine entities who are
eternally above maya.

After Swami Bhadreshdasji’s introduction of the darsana, he reaffirmed
the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana’s unique principles by recalling key
readings from Vacanamrta, Srimadbhagavadgité, Upanisads, and the
Brahmasutras. His insightful address made it evident that the darsana

ﬂf, 1t shigeHr RY: | There is no enemy like anger. ::E




14 3 v B sEmMUSHI

was distinct from Visistadvaita, Dvaita, and other Vedanta darsanas.
Bhasyakara Swami Bhadreshdasji proceeded by stating,
“I honestly feel that this commentary was not authored by me; such
as task is beyond human ability. Its creation was inspired from by
Aksara-Purusottama Maharaj himself.”
After Svamiji’s address, a discussion session was organized with the
bhasyakara. Leading scholars presented several questions including:

. The Advaita Darsana also advocates two Brahmans. How does the

Aksara-Purusottama Darsana’s understanding of two Brahmans differ?

«  Canyou explain the Brahmasutra aphorism, “janmadyasya yatah?”

o«  How does the darsana understand ‘tat’ in the aphorism: “tattu
samanvayat?”

o  What is the nature and form of liberation according the Aksara-
Purusottama Darsana?
o  According to the darsana, who is cause of the world?

o«  How does the darsana interpret ‘tad’ found in the $ruti mantra
“tadaiksata?”

« How does the darSana understand “tattvamasi?”

o  The darsana expresses attaining oneness with Brahman. Upon

such attainment, how is it possible to offer supreme devotion?
« How is the sruti “Brahma veda brahmaiva bhavati” understood?

. How does Svaminarayana Bhagavan, in his own words, reveal
the existence of five ontologically distinct entities?
. How is the foundational principle of the Aksara-Purusottama

Darsana expressed within the aphorism “athato brahmajijnasa?”
Bhasyakara Swami Bhadreshdasji respectfully responded to all inqui-
ries and offered comprehensive answers that were substantiated by
readings from sacred texts. Attending scholars were satisfied and
impressed by Swami Bhadreshdasji’s immense scholarship.
Svamiji concluded the first session by introducing the Satsan-
ga-Diksa, a treatise authored by Pragata Brahmasvarupa Mah-
ant Swami Maharaj. Upon examining the work, scholars ap-
plauded it as a contemporary smrti scripture that is relevant to all.

The Second Scholarly Session
At the beginning of the second session, Mahamahopadhyaya Swami
Bhadreshdasji elaborated on the guru’s significance in the Aksara-

ﬂfl FAT: W%W%ﬂ% | The effort with the fruition refreshes. ::E
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Purusottama Darsana. He stated,

“It is believed in the Aksara-Purusottama DarsSana that, like Parabrah-
man, Aksarabrahman manifests in a human-like form on earth. This
Aksarabrahman is identified as the guru. Our sampradaya gives prom-
inence to the guru. Parabrahman himself resides within the guru. As a
result, it is believed that the guru is the present form of Paramatman...
The darsana emphasizes the importance of developing firm conviction
in the Aksara Brahmasvartupa guru and living according to his wishes.”
At the end of his address, Svamiji extolled Pramukh Swami Maharaj
and Mahant Swami Maharaj’s glory as revealed in the scriptures. He
emphasized that the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-bhasya was
authored by the grace of guru Pramukh Swami Maharaj. Pramukh
Swami Maharaj himself not only instructed for it to be authored but
also offered guidelines for its creation. He repeatedly stated, “Write
without enmity” Svamiji added that in addition to inspiring the
work, Pramukh Swami Maharaj played an active role in its creation by
suggesting edits, clarifying elaborations, and resolving confusions.
Swami Bhadreshdasji concluded his address by revealing Mahant
Swami Maharaj as the present Aksara Brahmasvarupa guru.
A question-answer session was organized after Svamiji’s address. By
engaging in dialogue with the bhasyakara himself, all who attend-
ed felt that the Aksara Purusottama Darsana was truly a unique and
distinct Vedic sanatana darsana.

Scholars’ Sentiments
In the final segment of the symposium, scholars expressed their sen-
timents on the assembly and their ten days of deliberations with
Mahamahopadhyaya Swami Bhadreshdasji.

Mahamahopadhyaya Sri R. Krushnamurti Shastriji conveyed: “I
have had a relationship with Swami Bhadreshdasji for some time now.
My relationship with him has reached new heights today. The guru’s
grace is truly upon him. Just as Kalidas became exceptional through
the grace of the Devi, Swami Bhadreshdas;ji’s extraordinary scholarship
is infused with literary and poetic grace because of the blessings of
his guru. It is without doubt that the wisdom attained by the guru’s
blessings is far superior to any intelligence acquired through mere

ﬂfl W%H’é’ﬂ@ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ | Virtues set foot everywhere. ::E
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effort. The profound effect of the guru’s grace is evident in all of
Svamiji’s works.”

- Pundit Sfi Subrahmanyamji remarked, “While listening to the
way Svamiji extolled the glory of his guru today, we felt as if our own
guru was sitting before us.”

- Mahamahopadhyaya Sri Mandidravid Shastriji added, “Today, it is
evident that a new bhasya of Prasthanatrayi can still be authored. From
the discussions with Svamiji, it is clear that this darsana is Vedic. It is
exceptional that Svamiji authored a Prasthanatray1r bhasya. Its profound
depth and insight raise awe.”

. St1 J. Ramkrushnaji revealed, “Old is gold, but new is platinum—
This describes all facets of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana... I have
heard the word ‘Mahamahopadhyaya’ many times, but this morning
during Swami Bhadreshdasji’s discourse, I saw the characteristics of a
true Mahamahopadhyaya. When [ read his texts, I see the vernacular
of Bhartruhari... Jealousy and enmity towards other darsanas cannot be
seen in the darsana or its works. The darsana encompasses all of the
qualities that a Vedic darsana should possess.”

. Sri M. L. N. Murtiji declared, “The Aksara-Purusottama Dar$a-
na is a srauta darsana. Whatever was expressed here, was substantiat-
ed based on the Upanishads, Bhagavadgita, and other sacred works...
Sruti scriptures give birth to various children— dar$anas such as
Advaita and Visistadvaita. With the presentation of this new darsana,
one experiences the joy of fathering a new child... Svamiji answered
my questions even from an Advaita perspective. He also supported
his answers by referencing readings from sacred scriptures... I asked
Svamiji how long it took to author the bhasya. He said it took only
twenty-one months. Scholars are too familiar with the overwhelm-
ing effort needed to produce even one book a year, in two years,
three years, or sometimes even in five years. We can only presume the
wisdom and knowledge of the scriptures that the author of a darsanic
bhasya must possess.

Sti Narayan Acharyaji proclaimed, “The Vacaniamrta revealed by
Bhagavan Svaminarayana is not mere an expression; it is the essence of
the Vedas. This bhasya will be integral to revealing this essence. Only
when we use the bhasya, vadagrantha, and other works to unveil the
Vacanamrta’s darsanic viewpoints will we be able to understand its

ﬂfl ?Wﬁﬂmz | All qualities do not exist at one place. ::E
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principles and significance. Doing so will continue to give life to our
Vedic sampradaya... Bhadreshdasji Swami is not only a bhasyakara but
also a sutrakara. The Svaminarayana-Siddhanta-Sudha entwines the
essence of the entire Bhagavadgita in merely five sutras. Each word of
these verses recalls a distinct chapter of the Gita. The conciseness of
these verses is characteristic of a sutra.”

- Pundit Sri Ramlal Sharmaji noticed that before accepting garlands
or gifts, the sadhus of the sampradaya first presented them to their
istadeva and guru. In reflection he stated, “I remembered my father
when [ saw bhasyakara Swami Bhadreshdasji, because my father would
also keep the murti of his guru with him. Even before drinking water,
he would sanctify it at the guru’s feet; only then would he accept the
sanctified water. I have observed Svamiji’s devotion to his guru. When-
ever anyone garlanded Svamiji, he would tell them to offer it to the
murti of his istadeva and guru first.”

*  Acharya Ganpati Bhatte expressed, “A darsanasuch as thisisnot only
capablebutalsonecessarytorid the humanmind ofitswickedness... More-
over, who else can author a text like the Satsanga-Diksa? It is an extraor-
dinary work created by the sampradaya; its guru must be commended.”

The Vice-Chancellor’s Concluding Address

Sri Murlidhar Sharma, the Vice-Chancellor of the National Sanskrit
University, Tirupati then delivered the concluding address. His words
summarized the sentiments of all who attended the symposium.

He stated:

“All attending scholars acknowledge the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana
as a Vedic sanatana darsana. It is not a branch of any other darsana, but
rather, a distinct and original Vedanta darsana. Just as other darsanas
possess a unique upasana, understanding of ontological entities,
reflections on creation and liberation, and deliberations on pramana,
so does this darsana. For this reason, we accept it as a Vedanta darsana.

Within a beautiful garden, campo, sevamti, and other flowers are

different from one another. Yet, while staying in the same garden, they
all have a distinct look, smell, and feel. In this Vedanta garden, the
flower of Aksara-Purusottama Darsana is like the blossomed flowers
of the Advaita, Visistadvaita, and Dvaita. This darSana provides joy to

ﬂfl g‘a‘rf\g &ﬁTﬂ'l’E%[?lﬁ'%lT TSTAT: | A Swan takes the milk and leaves out water mixed therein. ::E
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all Vedic scholars through its unique look, smell, and feel—its distinct
philosophical principles. There is no doubt in this.

Swami Bhadreshdasji has entered the echelons of Sankaracarya,
Ramanujacarya, Madhvacarya, and other acaryas. It is our great
fortune that we were able to listen to and discourse with him on the
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. [ adamantly believe that this is Pramukh
Swami Maharaj’s great gift to the world.”

After his address, the Vice-Chancellor expressed, “The Aksara-Pu-
rusottama Darsana is Vedic and the bhasya is in accordance with the
srutis.” As the Vice-Chancellor, he further proclaimed: “The National
Sanskrit University welcomes, honors and establishes the Aksara-Pu-
rusottama Darsana revealed by Parabrahman Svaminarayana.” He then
announced, “The Advaita, Visistadvaita, and Dvaita Darsanas are taught
and studied at The National Sanskrit University. Similarly, the Aksara-Pu-
rusottama Darsana, in accordance with its unique tradition, will also
be taught and studied as a distinct Vedic darsana. By being a distinct
Vedanta darsana, it has attained a prominent place in the Vedanta tradi-
tion.” St Murlidhar Sharma expressed his satisfaction on the successful
completion of the symposium by stating, “My wish of having a
scholarly discussion with bhasyakara Bhadreshdas Swami and
welcoming, introducing, and establishing the Aksara-Purusottama Darsa-
nain South Indiais fulfilled today.” He concluded by reading the National
Sanskrit University’s proceeding proclamation in support of the bhasyas:
Upon discussing the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana continuously for a
week,

“We collectively proclaim that...
The Aksara-Purusottama Darsana revealed by Parabrahman
Svaminarayana is a Vedic sanatana darsana. It is also unique,
original, and distinct from all other darsanas. Itis indisputable that by the
creation of the Prasthanatrayi-Svaminarayana-bhasya, the Aksara-
Purusottama DarSana will persist as long as the Sun and the
Moon. Swami Bhadreshdasji has authored a unique, historic, and
siddhanta-propagating work. Like Adi-Sankaracarya, his methods for
composing scripture are comprehensible, lucid, deep in meaning,
poetic, void of enmity and other defects, and proficient in advocating his
principles. This was experienced by all scholars who examined this work.
Mahamahopadhyaya Swami Bhadreshdasji, the author of a commen-
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tary on the entire Prasthanatrayi, is thoroughly qualified to join the
echelons of Sankaracarya, Ramanujacarya, Madhvacarya, and other
acaryas. For this reason, all scholars wholeheartedly believe him to be
decorated by the title: ‘Bhasyakara Mahacarya.”

The symposium concluded with Sri Murlidhar Sharma and all scholars
honoring Bhadreshdas Swami and presenting him with a written
proclamation in support of the bhasyas. Thereafter, Pajya
Bhadreshdas Swami gifted a copy of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana’s
Svaminarayana-bhasyas to the Vice-Chancellor and the other scholars
present at the symposium.

TG FHYT: HT-T: Hud:, 37 71T THRIFOTHTS GHY: ST

Conclusion of the Scholarly Symposium

The recital of the Vedic s$anti mantra concluded the
scholarly discussion of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. Witness to
this unprecedented event, the attending scholars signed a document
to express their agreement on the proclamations made.

Surrounded by tunes from the nadasvarama, attendees again
participated in a concluding procession. The event ended with
Aksara-Purusottama Maharaj being placed back in the Vice-Chancel-
lor’s residence. To express his gratitude, the Vice-Chancellor called
Piijya Mahant Swami Maharaj and received his blessings. St Murlidhar
Sharma expressed his thoughts on the event in a formal letter.

South India’s prominent scholars collectively welcomed and

ﬂfl TTEELATATIH IX: | There is no stage of life superior to the stage of life of a householder. ::E




20 g B sEmMUSHI

afirmed the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana at the National Sanskrit
University. The event was truly historical in the world of darsanic thought.
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DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR JAYANTI CELEBRATIONS

Date - 14.04.2021

The Ambedkar Jayanti celebrations were held on 14.04.2021 at the
National Sanskrit University, Tirupati in honor of 130" Ambedkar's birth
Anmversary. Dr. Dasar1 Srimivasulu, Retired IAS, was the Chief Guest for the
event. Addressing the ocassion, he said that fulfilling Ambedkar's lofty goals
i the society would be a great responsibility on all of us. Special guest at the
event Prof.N.Savitrama, Principal, College of Sciences, SVUniversity, Tirupati
speaking on the occasion, praised Ambedkar as a Great Leader who had worked
tirelessly for the advancement of women and social revolution.

V.C. of the University Prof.V.Muralidhar sharma paid rich tributes to Dr.B.R.Ambed-
kar and said that they were working hard for the betterment of the SC/ST/OBC stu-
dents and that they would be further assisted by the University in more matters for
their development.

The event was graced by the Registrar of the University Commander Challa
Venkateshwar, Deputy Registrar Krishna Rao, Dean Prof.Ranmi sadasivamurthy, C.E
Sambhasivamurthy . The professors of the unmiversity who successtully conducted
this program Prof.P.Venkata Rao, Associate Professor J.B.Chakravarthy , Assistant
Professor Dr.D.Nallanna ,Assistant Professor Dr. Aymera Chandulal, Assistant
Professor K.Kumar and non-teaching staff paid heartfelt tributes to Dr.B.R.AmbedKkar.

Py
Bhcsat Reatnis " Natisd
Dr. B.R.AMBEDKAR b LY
130" Jaganthi Colofvation e

ﬂfl ‘H_\?a‘ml amﬁ T9-H | Waking leads to prosperity and sleep to the absence of it. ::E
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EXPRESS READ

Two-day Thyagaraja festival begins at Sanskrit
University inTirupati

Tirupati: Atwo-day Thyagaraja Swamy Samskarana Utsavambegan  swumwcomiseosisr
| ona grand note at National Sanskrit University here in Chittoor

district on Saturday, The event was inaugurated by Sanskrit
University Vice-Chancellor V Muralidhara Sharma. Sanskrit
University, which is giving priority to conservation of indigenous
languages, In assodiation with Raga Rasagna Music Academy, is
organising the event, Eminent Camatic music exponents recited

Thyagaraja Keerthans on the first day of the event, After setting up
the music department, this is the first music event being organised

by the university, officials said.
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Tirumalas the birtplace ofLord Hanuman
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