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An insight into Mahabhasya through Tantrayukti

Pushpalatha K

Abstract

Mahabhasya is the most celebrated commentary of Astadhyayt
composed by Maharshi Patanjali. The grammatical concepts strung
together in Mahabhasya can be better understood through a device
called Tantrayukti. The objective of this paper is to understand the utility
of Tantrayukti in Mahabhdsya. For this purpose, the composition of
Bhasya is outlined in three dimensions. They are,

1. Structure of Bhasya
2. Content explained in Bhasya
3. Refinement of Language in Bhasya

Application of Tantrayukti is studied based on this classification.

Key-words: Astadhyayi, Mahabhasya, Tantrayukti, Structure, Content,
Refinement of Language

This paper is part of my Ph.D. work Titled

“HETATS TAIHHUICA (TR a)”

Thought to Thesis

Treatises in Indian Knowledge System were composed based on
Scientific and Theoretical Deduction Method. Superstructure of a text
was built based on this method. This method was developed as a protocol
to be used in any standard treatise. The transition from Thought to
Thesis had to be in a very well-organized format in a standard treatise.
There were many evaluating tools which would help an author string
together a single theme throughout his text.
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These tools 1. (AU TET) are,
e Introduction and Conclusion (STHHTHERT)
e Repetition (HTH:)
e Uniqueness (379ddT)
e Benefits (heTH)
e Explanation (3¥aTg:)
e Favoring arguments (T9:)

These tools are further elaborated as Tantryukti-s. With the help
of these tools, thoughts in the mind of the author were presented in a
scientific method. This method would help the reader understand the
essence of the text clearly.

Mention of Tantrayukti is seen in Kautilya’s Arthasastra (500
BCE), Kautilya lists out 32 tantrayukti-s along with their <T&9TH in the

15" Adhikarana of Arthagastra. In Ayurvedic treatises Tantrayukti is
elaborately dealt with.

What is Tantrayukti?
Tantrayukti-s are the tools which help an author present his ideas
in the form of a systematic text.

The term Tantrayukti consists of two words, Tantra and Y ukti.
Tantra is defined as,

2. T RgaTei e |
FATOT Tl TR TAHATHENA I

Thus, Tantra means an ability to get expanded as per the
necessity.
Yukti is defined as,
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3. T59d Yaead 3 Sh g )

Thus, Yukti is yojana or planning.

A compound consisting of these two words is Tantrayukti.
It is said that Tantrayukti is a tool which achieves,

4. TSN 7 |

Accordingly, the purpose of Tantrayukti is to connect sentences
and to give clarification and expansion of the hidden ideas which can be
achieved through,

1. Vakya-yojana — Rearrangement of the Sentences and
2. Artha-yojana — Rearrangement of meaning of the Sentences.

Tantrayukti in Bhasya

These tools called Tantraykti-s are extensively used in Ayurvedic
Texts. We can see the usage of Tantrayukti in other Sastras also. As
treatises in grammar constitute a major part of our Sastra tradition, we
can be certain of their usage in grammar texts too.

In a Mahabhasya, a renowned grammar text, Maharshi Patafijali
gives a detailed commentary on around 1700 Sutras of Astadhyayi and
the Vartikas of Katyayana. This text basically tries to explain the
Grammatical Concepts, by logically developing the concepts through
questions thought of in various angles, providing explanation to each
question and if needed providing illustrations drawn across from Vedas
to Kavyas to daily life.

Mahabhasya follows an interesting style of narration presenting
Piirvapaksa (Prima facie view) and Uttarapaksa (Final view). This allows
Bhasyakara to present a Vada style of narration through question-and-
answer method, interspersed with reasoning, illustrations, explanations,
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advise etc. which help in easy grasping of the concepts. As the 1&T9TH of

Tantrayukti is known, each sentence in Bhasya can marked with that
particular Tantrayukti. This helps in the comprehension of the text.

Application of Tantrayukti in Bhasya
To understand the application of Tantrayukti, this paper outlines
the composition of Bhasya in three dimensions. They are :

1. Structure,
2. Content and
3. Refinement of language

Below table shows Tantrayukti-s based on their ST&9TH being

arranged into three groups. This classification helps in understanding the
number of Tantrayukti-s used in Bhasya to Structure the text,
Tantrayukti-s used for creating Content and also for Language
Refinement.

Structure Content | Refinement of
Language

£ ghI0TH qe: I

1%[%]17{5[ I Teref:

et sk | ek

IEEE Tehl: FTRIRI:

TJTQ&T: IERIUE FATR:

I YT | WY

ARTERIATALON | 37aart:
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SIHTH
ot
FEH

Structure

The yukti-s for structuring of Bhasya are 11 in number. As it is
seen while marking the yukti-s, not all of these yukti-s are extensively
used by Patafjali. For structuring the Bhasya, he follows a perticular
methodology where 9 tantrayukti-s are used widely. These yukti-s for
structuring the thesis fall in pair.

S.Wand %r%nm{ are for title and contents. With these two
Yukti-s Bhasyakara gives the title to be discussed and contents which
will be taken up for study. A Title may be the main Heading or in the
case of Bhasya, Vartikas can also be considered as 3SRV as many
concepts are studied under a Vartika.

6.3 and S are listing and elaborating. S=ET: is like check

points to say what is in each section. Through this Yukti classification

and sequence is established. M<IT: is where each classification is dealt
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with individually. Assertive statements are also marked as BN E R
is widely used by Bhagyakara to explain concepts.
7.@‘?8: and 3TYE: are Against and for arguments of topic

under discussion. Bhasyakara uses these two extensively. Mahabhasya is
a text written in the style of Vada. So these Yukti-s come in handy to
critically correct the objections. Various views on the subject are put
forth and refuted.

8. AR EuR and EEIUGICH &UTH are used by Bhasyakara at the

place where he wants to elaborate. It may be earlier or later.

Content
Around 15 Tantrayukti-s are marked for Content creation. Of

these Tantrayukti-s like ¥R, Tad:, ﬁ?&ﬁ"{, JUCI:, TR,

AN, 99=:, foweq:, fqud=:, i are mainly found. These

markings help us to know the way, concepts have been explained by
Bhasyakara. A doubt or question is raised first. Before concluding with a

fUTa:, he gives reasons to substantiate the facts, facts are explained

through illustrations, Rules are stated, previous references are given,
facts are clubbed together, optional rules are given, exceptions, advises

are stated and finally he gives TUR:. By marking of Tantrayukti-s, the
style of Bhasyakara can be easily understood.

Refinement of Language
Around 6 tantrayukti-s can be seen here. Of them T, uerd:,

ﬁlﬁ?ﬂ"{ are mainly found in Bhasya.

Bhagyakara has a specific style of using phrases, which help us in
marking Tantrayukti and in turn understanding his intent.
When he wants 10 raise a question, he begins with phrases like
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T =ma:, TF = o1, & dfe, fF srom, & w&emg, & =
FRo, o FaraE, o =1, 7 qei=ad, ®uw, 9 qfe, 9 gAReq

When he wants to introduce the prima facie view, he begins with
sentences like,

T 9 9 A Fad

T = AR ATk

T 9 A FAUTAT! AR AT, T UF Arefs e Ared=
I af < Ty vy, fF e e

To explain reasons, he begins with,

$9 TAq ¢

qEdl FEEMY Fqd, 97 4 (QEAIEREE=-l Jg0M, 1 I ™ 9
e =i

When optional rules have to be given, sentences begin with ererar, as in
FAAT PAFEH: AT
AT Jh AT qtgan:
AT FUERACAGI TN
Bhasyakara is very fond of giving illustrations. Each concept is

illustrated properly to give clear understanding. =T is the word with
which he begins the illustrations.

An example (Table) to show how Tantrayukti-s are marked in
Mahabhasya.

Sentence No. Sentences - Mahabhasya Tantrayukti
22 I G: T TATSI-? G9: Doubt
23 TR THAAT<ET: TS-q IEI: concise

summary
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FYAY ; 3T - TR 2033 e : fedam
24 T ASFTHER TR I advisory
guidance
25 ARHATIRRAT € 9RFae  Tah: exclusive
AR statement
26 8 Gy GH=™: connection

27 T GRS 9 aHEaaReieae  HesHq/e8m:
w1 e | 9 Srae gsea example

TN FAEY faRumRide:
28 SIEICRIETUMMFAN IR R PR fa9d3: contrariety
29 TG TR JUCI: advisory

guidance
Conclusion

Tantrayukti-s can be easily identified and by knowing the <1&oTq of

Tantrayukti, intended meaning of the sentence can be understood. Thus
Tantrayukti-s help us in interpreting and understanding the sentences of
Bhasya. Indian knowledge System is a treasure house of knowkedge. To

pass on knowledge from generation to generation, a well-structured I<J-
fotoTagia should be in place. Our ancestors answer for this is
Tantrayukti. It is said, ‘T Td ER@H L, the Fo==H of

Tantrayukti helps in understanding the intent of the text.
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Tantrayukti-s are those tools that help an author to present his

ideas in the form of a systematic text. Mahabhasya is a text where
Tantrayukti-s are put in practice making the grantha decipherable.
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Vedanta through the Lens of Adi Sankara

Avinash Kadu Chavhan
&

Kashmira Rajesh Dali
Abstract:

Many philosophers throughout the centuries have contributed
immensely to the storehouse of Vedanta philosophy. One name however
stands out as a beacon, bringing clarity and renewed awareness to the
ancient Vedic philosophical treatises. Adi Sarkara, the spiritual giant of
Bharata reinvigorated the Vedic way of life and thinking in a critical
period where Nastika philosophies were spreading roots across the Asian
subcontinent. The principles of Adi Sarikara outlined the philosophical
depth of Sanatan Dharma beyond the rituals and other religious
practices. It is this Advaita Philosophy of Adi Sarkara that attracted
scholars from across the world to perceive Indic knowledge systems and
does shape the philosophical landscape of Europe.

In Indian philosophy, Vedanta is a very popular subject of study,
in which we find various thoughts of different schools trying to establish
their philosophy with various views and through various authorities. The
topic of this paper is to try and establish Adi Sarkara’s view of Advaita.

Keywords: Advaita Vedanta, Visistadvaita, Dvaita, Mahavakya.

In Indian philosophy, Vedanta is a very popular subject of study,
in which we find various thoughts of different schools trying to establish
their philosophy with various views and through various authorities. The
topic of this paper is to try and establish Sri Adi Sankara’s view of
Advaita. We shall first see the place of this topic in darsana-s. Then we
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will try to establish the Siddhanta through the explanation of ‘zat-tvam-
asi”* Mahavakya from chhandogya Upanisad. We will use the views of
Ramanujacarya and Madhvacarya as the opponents and try to resolve the
doubts. Finally, we will conclude by responding to other possible
objections.

Place in Darsana-s —

The schools of philosophy among the Astikas can be broadly
classified into two categories: the Naiyyayika-s (include Nyaya,
Vaisesika, Yoga and Sankhya) and the Mimansaka-s (include
Parvamimamsa and Uttaramimamsa). The former (Naiyyayikas) consider
logic as their primary means/authority (Pramana) of knowledge and the
Vedas as the secondary means/authority. Whereas, for the latter
(Mimansaka-s), the Vedas are the primary means/authority and the logic
that follows the \edic statements is the secondary means. Among
Mimamsakas too, the Parva Mimansaka-s, who are commonly called
Mimansaka-s, consider the first section of the Vedas (Karmakanda) as the
main topic of the Vedas and the Uttara-Mimansaka-s, who are commonly
called as Vedantin-s, consider the second section of the \edas
(Jhanakanda) as the main topic of the Vedas. Since the Vedas deal with
two main topics of Dharma and Brahman?® in their two sections, the
primary focus of Mimansaka-s is on Dharma, whereas the primary focus
of Vedantin-s is on Brahman.

Importance of establishing the view of Advaita —

Since the importance is being given to the end portion of the
Vedas, the Uttara-Mimansaka philosophy is also called as Vedanta. Thus,
for them, the Upanisad-s are the main authoritative texts. The
Bhagavadgita, which is the summary of the essence of all the Upanisads
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and the Brahmasiitra of Veda Vyasa, which does the synthesis of all
Upanishadic thoughts, along with the Upanishads, make the
Prasthanatrayi, the three authoritative texts. Though the main topic of
Vedanta, as expounded in the Prasthanatrayi, is Brahman, it also deals
with the three entities, Jiva (the individual), Jagat (the world) and I$vara
(the Lord, cause of the world), and the relationship between them.

There are various sub-schools within Vedanta. They all agree on
the ultimate pursuit of knowledge of Brahman and that there exists a
relationship between the individual (Jiva) and the Supreme (Brahman).
But on the question of the precise relationship between Jiva and
Brahman, the sub-schools disagree significantly.

There are many sub-schools of Vedanta, such as Advaita,
Visistadvaita, Dvaita, Dvaitadvaita, Suddhadvaita, and so on. Among
them, the first three are the main sub-schools: Advaita of Adi
Sankaracharya, Visistadvaita of Ramanujacarya and Dvaita of
Madhvacarya. All three of them have commented on the Prasthanatrayi
to establish their philosophy. As the name suggests, the Advaita holds
that the Self and Brahman are one; Visistadvaita says that the Self is a
part of Brahman, and hence non-identical with It; and Dvaita holds that
the Self and the Brahman are non-identical, though similar. Since there is
a clear distinction among their views, there is a need to establish one of
the views. This paper will try to do that.

Siddhanta (Advaita) —

The philosophy of Advaita can be summarised as follows:
Brahman is the one non-dual supreme Truth.® It is beyond the senses,
mind, intellect, ignorance, and everything else that can be known. That
does not make It unknown. It is beyond the known and the unknown.* In
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other words, it does not come under the category of known and unknown.
It does not come under any category. No attempt to explain Brahman is
completely successful, as It is beyond any explanation. The Upanishads
too, do not define Brahman but use the method of negation® or the
method of pointing out It through statements such as ‘Satyam
Jiianamanantarn  Brahma® and so on. Brahman is Existence-
Consciousness-Bliss.” Here too, these words do not define Brahman; but
only point out or indicate It. Being beyond the speech, no word can truly
explain Brahman:® not even the word ‘Brahman’.

How can an individual remain separate from such a Brahman,
which is infinite in the true sense of the word? Since there is only one
non-dual Truth, the individual (Jiva) is also one with It. The famous
Mahavakya ‘fat-tvam-asi ? from Chhandogya clearly shows this identity
(asi) between the individual (tvam) and the Supreme (tat). Though the
literal meanings of tvam and tat are Jiva and I$vara respectively, the
identity between the limited Jiva and unlimited I$vara is not possible.
Thus, through Jahadajahallaksna,® we come to the implied meaning of
both, which is nothing but pure Consciousness. This way the identity
becomes clear. Thus, the Brahman is both transcendental and immanent
and the Self and the Brahman are the same, as both are pure
Consciousness alone.

First opponent (Visistadvaita) —

The philosophy of Visistadvaita can be summarised as follows:
Ramanujacarya explains Brahman as a personal God, Narayana, who is
supreme and at the same time accessible. Hence, a seeker through the
worship of this personal God can come to know the transcendental nature
of Brahman. This is called as liberation. Since this liberation by
‘attaining Brahman’ is only possible if there is an immanent aspect of
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Brahman, where an individual shares some qualities in common with
Brahman, the Brahman has to be both transcendental and immanent. It
also proves that the individual is part of Brahman, neither completely
identical nor completely non-identical. The individual and the world are
non-different from Brahman; and yet non-identical with It.

In the statement such as tat-tvam-asi, the words tat and tvam are
in Samana Adhikarana™ (co-ordinate prediction). According to Advaita,
it shows the identity between the individual and the Supreme. But
according to Ramanujacarya, here, this syntactical feature of coordinate
prediction has an ontological implication. Thus, the statement talks about
Brahman being characterised by two attributes/qualities of being the
cause of the world (tat) and having an individual self as part of his body
(tvam). Hence for him, the notion of the individual and supreme being
inseparable is not literal. He says that inseparability implies that the two
entities are asymmetrically related in such a way that the individual is
dependent on the supreme. Neither can be known without the other also
being known. The individual and the world are the body of which
Brahman is the controlling self/soul.

Second opponent (Dvaita) —

The philosophy of Visistadvaita can be summarised as follows:
According to Madhvacarya too, like Ramanujacarya, Brahman is a
personal God, Visnu Narayana. But the relationship of an individual with
God is not a part-whole relationship. The Lord is Independent and hence
his total independence cannot be obstructed by having parts in it.
Considering apart-whole relationships will compromise God’s supremacy
and undermine His unique devotional status. So, there is duality (Dvaita)
between God and the individual,"® which cannot be overcome even in
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liberation. This difference is permanent and is one of the Paficha-
bheda-s** that he suggests.

About the ‘tat-tvam-asi’ from Chhandogya, Madhvacarya has a
unique interpretation. According to him, the statement is ‘a-tat-tvam-asi’
By taking ‘a’ from the previous statement, he makes this adjustment (sa
atma a-tat-tvam-asi svetaketoh). Since, in the olden days, there was an
oral tradition, such interpretations cannot be questioned on the grounds of
what is available now as the written text. Thus, the meaning of the
sentence is: You are ‘not’ that. In this way, he establishes the duality.

Objection - 1 (of Visistadvaita) — If the Brahman is without any
attributes, then how can there be any personal relationship between the
Brahman and the individual?

Response 1 — The Brahman is definitely without any attributes (Nirguna)
from the standpoint of absolute reality (Paramarthika Satta). But the same
Brahman also appears as though having attributes (Saguna) on the level
of transactional reality (Vyavaharika satta). This Saguna Brahman is the
cause of the world and is the personal God for an individual. An
individual through the worship of Saguna Brahman must attain the
required purity of mind and clarity of intellect to finally come to realise
the Nirguna Brahman.

Objection 2 (of Dvaita) — The duality between God, the world, and the
individual is very evident through Pratyaksa and Anumana-s that are
accepted as valid means by all the philosophies. The Vedic statements are
authoritative, but they cannot overturn the repeated deliverances of
perception and inference. Hence, the non-duality, if expounded by the
Vedic statement, is not absolute.
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Response 2 — No. That is not correct. When there is a contradiction
between the different Pramana-s, we have to consider other factors that
decide which of those is to be taken as valid. There are many things that
we perceive but are not true. For instance, perception tells us that the sun
rises in the East and sets in the West. But the study has proved that the
sun neither rises nor sets. Because of the rotation of Earth around the sun,
it appears so. Thus, our perception or inference should not be given
importance. In the topics that are not worldly, the Vedas are the final
authority.™* This way, the absolute authority of the Vedas in this subject
matter also remains intact.

Objection 3 (anticipated) — If the duality is perceived as long as one is
alive, is it possible to get liberated in this life itself? If yes, what will be
such a person’s perception of the world?

Response 3 — The duality will indeed be perceived as long as one is
perceiving through the mind and senses. But that does not mean a person
cannot get liberated in this life itself. Liberation is to realize the oneness
of supreme Brahman with the individual as well as with the world. That
is possible in this even while living. The duality perceived between God,
the world, and the individual will not then be taken as the absolute truth.
The supreme knowledge of the identity between them falsifies the
perception. Just as, in the example given before, after getting the
knowledge of the rotation of the earth around the sun too, the perception
of sunrise and sunset will continue; but reality will not be given to that
perception. The higher knowledge will falsify the perception. Hence, a
realised person will continue to see the duality in the world and hence
will be able to transact; but no reality will be given to any of it.
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Objection 4 — If non-dual Brahman alone exists, then how do we
experience the world full of duality? How can this dual world come from
non-dual Brahman?

Response 4 — True. The world of duality cannot come from the non-dual
Brahman. In other words, Brahman cannot be the cause of the world. The
world has not come at all. The world does not exist. Yet, we experience
it. That is due to the assumed power of the Brahman, termed
Maya/Avidya. The Brahman along with Its assumed power of Maya,
together called I$vara (God), becomes the cause of the world. Duality is
seen by us due to our ignorance. Because of the non-apprehension of the
Brahman (Avaranam) and the following mis-apprehension (Viksepa), we
perceive the world of duality on the non-dual Brahman; just as we
perceive the entire dream world on the waker.

Conclusion:

In Conclusion, these various sub-schools within Vedanta, agree
on the ultimate pursuit of knowledge of Brahman. But when there is a
discussion about the relationship between an individual and Brahman, the
sub-schools disagree significantly. To get clarity and their opinions upon
the same and solve the doubts that arise even in our mind, this paper
helps significantly. In the perspective of Advaita Vedanta, though we see
duality through our own eyes and experience the same even after
realization, there is no duality from an absolute standpoint. Also, when
there is a contradiction between two different Pramana, we must consider
which factors can decide which of those is to be taken as valid. Because
there is non-dual Truth, the individual Jiva is always one with it.
Eventually, Non-dual Brahman alone exists, the world does not exist.
And if duality is seen by us even after or before that is due to our
ignorance only.
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Adi Sankara’s philosophical viewpoints have faced many
objections over the centuries. Later Acharyas of Adi Sankara Parmpara
(Sarhpradaya) have continuously and devotedly defended the Siddhanta
of Adi Sankara in later texts like Advaita Siddhi of Madhusudan
Saraswati, Vivarana Prameya Sangraha of Prakasha Atma and more such
texts. The Shaankara Sidhaant remains to these days of most revered and
sought-after philosophical tradition. In honour to this commentator of
Prasthantrayi, his statue was constructed in many holy places including
Kedarnath and Omkareswar.

It is through this most illustrious lens that Advaita Vedanta has
blossomed under his direction and guidance, and therefore Adi Sankara's
contribution cannot be overshadowed amongst the great philosophers of
Bharat.
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Deciphering the ‘unsaid’ with the aid of Tantrayuktis —
A Bird Eye view of the Arthasastra

Arya A Varma
Abstract :
Examining the Sastric discourses in Sanskrit, it is clear that they follow a
precise and strict method of depicting concepts. The general terminology
for this method in Sanskrit Sastras is Tantrayukti. This methodical
writing of the technical treatises has helped the readers achieve the
complete and comprehensive understanding of the subject. It helps in the
unveiling those parts of Sastric discourses, which contains concealed
meanings and unexpressed meanings. Such techniques are highly
relevant in this period of intense research and development. The
Tantrayuktis cannot be considered exclusive to Indian Knowledge
Systems. On the contrary, the application of these technical devices is
extensive than we anticipate and they are applicable to contemporary
disciplines as well. Deciphering the unspoken theories and concepts in a
discipline can thus be done with certain Tantrayukti devices and this in
turn poses a demand for an unbiased and rigorous mental exercise of
deduction, which helps in the generation and expansion of the knowledge
pool. This research paper aims to find out the methodical devices used to
unravel those portions of Sastric discourses, which are unspoken or not
stated in explicit words, by taking and illustrating a few of the
applications in Kautilya's Arthasastra. Their relevance pertaining to
modern methods in research will also be disclosed in the paper.

Keywords: Tantrayukti, Methodology, Research Methodology, Anukta,
Unsaid, Sastra, Discourse, Indian Knowledge Systems

Introduction :
The ancient Indians were widely and rightly known for their
assiduous pursuit of knowledge. They firmly believed that the continuous

~ 225 ~



T — foraceiifarar geaniEar = eatEr (ISSN: 2231-0452)
YA : AT - fEE&R 2073 e : fedEd

process of gaining knowledge of different branches of learning with
unwavering devotion and untiring efforts was absolutely necessary for
the growth and development of human culture. With the aid of their
physical and mental faculties such as hearing, observation, judgement,
the ancient Indian thinkers discovered newer and yet newer fields of
investigation and acquired knowledge of the natural world around them
and also the emotional world within them both at the individual as well
as institutional levels.

Knowledge system is a result of the development of thought.
Thoughts are organized to formulate systematic knowledge comprising
of theories and principles. It is the ‘methodology’, which is the facilitator
that helps one to organize thought and develop it into what is known as
thesis. It is the natural requirement for the preservation and perpetuation
of knowledge which has given rise to methods.

While speaking of the methodology behind the Indian Knowledge
Systems, the concept of Tantrayukti is to be taken into consideration.
Tantrayukti is considered mostly as an umbrella term, which covers
almost all aspects of knowledge organization. Any device or technique
that helps in organizing thought to thesis ought to be regarded a
Tantrayukti device.

The Tantrayuktis, therefore are the devices of a Sastra. It is not
possible to compose as well as interpret a scientific work, rejecting or
setting aside these devices.

The Functionality of the Tantrayuktis :

Caraka has explained the functionality of Tantrayukti devices in
his work thus — “Much like how the sun triggers the blooming of lotuses
or a lamp illuminates a house, the Tantrayuktis play a crucial role in
elucidating the meanings of scientific subjects. Those with a deep
understanding of a particular discipline, coupled with knowledge of these
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Tantrayuktis, can swiftly grasp other fields of study due to their
familiarity with these tools. In contrast, a medical practitioner who delves
into other sciences without mastering these techniques will struggle to
comprehend scientific topics, similar to an unlucky person failing to
amass wealth. An unintelligent medical practitioner can harm themselves
through imprudent integration of this science, akin to a fool injuring
themselves while mishandling a weapon.”

Susruta explains the functions of Tantrayukti as follows —

“AEE O b TERMY - A aEdnHEYAst o |

W= =T AR —
FHGICHIRMI AT ATy e |
GaTrtie fPhad T=gRnd: |
T AP 9 AT AT I ST HHT: |
ALTRAT A = hio &I AT FETEH 1172

Dalhana, the renowned commentator of Susruta has clarified this
standpoint in the following words — “ITERIASHLIS A ATFRRT-

qEgE A & aEdeH, AMEEEaedE TR
TEARO]  AFASHY | T IR0 AR aearHt

! Carakasarihita — Siddhisthana — 12.46-49
2 Susrutasarmhita — Uttaratantra — 65.5,6
® Dalhana’s comm. on Susrutasarnhita — Uttaratantra — 65-4
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While referring to Indu’s comments on the functions of
Tantrayukti as explained by Vagbhata, it is clear that The Tantrayuktis
reveal four categories of meanings: those that cannot be explicitly
articulated, those that seem contradictory, those that are only subtly
expressed, and those conveyed through unique terminology. These four
layers of meaning are clarified and comprehensible through the
application of the Tantrayuktis. This is a noteworthy point that Indu has
emphasized.*

In the context of the ‘unsaid’ in Sanskrit Sastric tradition, some of
the aforesaid functions of Tantrayukti become relevant —

1. Caraka’s simile pertaining to the function of Tantrayukti — From
this illustration, it is to be understood that Tantrayuktis help in
throwing light on the meanings of the scientific subjects,
irrespective of their implicitness and explicitness. Thus, in the
conclusion, it is established that Tantrayuktis are inevitable for
the full-fledged and comprehensive understanding of a concept.

2. The same opinion by Caraka is elaborated by Cakrapanidatta. The
Tantrayuktis effect the full exposition of the scientific topics and
also throw light on the hidden meanings.

‘T gl A AnHeal: WENE & | AT Areslieaei-
TEHYEIHO Al oW UTqueerT: | SeeIedH TeRTedr
IREICAET o URRER: | WF U e I A UHd | S
ORI | TN TE: | SRhEaedy: Uaid Jndl aenl-
ACRTSIFRAHANGA] T A G- [eial U9 Farear: |
TRTIAISTHTE] A TET Tadd SR i |
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3. The fact that Tantrayuktis help in the embellishment of the
meanings which are expressed, which are not expressed in clear
words, which are concealed and which are partly expressed, as
stated by Susruta, becomes relevant while considering the
aforesaid meanings in a Sastric discourse.

Tantrayuktis that help in the decipherment of the ‘unsaid’

The following Major Tantrayukti devices are considered to be the
ones which help in the unveiling of the unsaid:
1. Atidesa
2. Arthapatti
3. Uhya
4. Vakyasesa
5. Viparyaya
The following major Tantrayukti devices are observed to be
secondarily helpful for the decipherment of the concealed:
1. Apadesa

2. Nidarsana
3. Pradesa

Deciphering the ‘unsaid’ with the aid of Tantrayuktis — Applications
in Arthasastra

1. Atidesa

According to Kautilya, Atidesa is termed as that device when a
rule dealt with in connection with a question is said to apply to another
question also. °That is, the rules or characteristics pertaining to a
particular phenomenon is equally applicable to another also. In such
cases, the latter is seen to be untold in Sastric treatises since it helps in

5 3T TEAHTICT: — Arthadastra - 15
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reducing the bulk of the work by avoiding unnecessary repetitions. Such
repetitions are useless and when untold, a reader will use his full
intellectual capability to relate one topic to another. In this wake, the
Atidesa is to be employed to decipher the untold rules and phenomenon.
Generally, the application of this device can be seen in statements in the
form of - “The characteristics pertaining to X is applicable in case of Y
also”.

While examining the Arthasastra, the author himself gives an
application of Atidesa Tantrayukti in his work which runs thus —

“QAYMIQITH  RITGTHA °¢|lt°}4llc|l-[’6. That is, the rules pertaining to

unpaid debts are applicable to the failure to give a promised gift. In this
case, the rules regarding the unpaid debts are enumerated in the 11
chapter of 3" Adhikarana (Rnadanam). Coming to the 16™ chapter of the
same Adhikarana, Kautilya refrains from dwelling on the topic
concerning the resumption of promised gifts as the rules of the same
share similarity with that of unpaid debts. Thus, it is stated by Kautilya to
apply the rules of the former to the untold latter phenomenon.

2. Arthapatti
The definition of this device as per the Arthasastra is thus —

“YeTHHATIIIT 9T FATARI:.” That is, the device by which the unsaid

and implicit meaning is arrived upon using the words employed and the
explicit meanings is termed Arthapatti or Implication. This device is
congruent with the famous Pramana Arthapatti. Arthapatti in plain words,
is the attainment of one meaning untold, from the given words and their
explicit meanings. Usually, the untold meaning derived through this

® Arthasastra — 3.16
" Arthagastra — 15
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device is inverse in nature or leads to the attainment of opposite
meanings. Here also, the person interpreting a Sastra uses his full
inferential mental faculty with the help of logic, for the attainment of
unsaid meanings. Like the previous device, this too helps in the reduction
of unnecessary bulk of the treatise. It enables the reader to be critical and
context conscious. In the instances of Arthapatti, it always seems that the
implicit meaning is naturally present along with the explicit meaning,
even if not expressed in proper words.

An instance from the 5™ chapter of the 4™ Adhikarana of
Arthasastra can be examined for the employment of Arthapatti —
“TANRATAIG, TS AR T TRATRagRor F9=&T e, That is,
a person with full experience of the worldly affairs should win the favour
of the King who is of good character and worthy sovereign, through the
medium of courtiers and other trustworthy people. The implication, in
this case is inverse of the said/given meaning and is untold. It is arrived
upon from this statement that no one should seek the favour of the king

through the medium of king’s enemies, explained by Kautilya thus — “A

FREfRTERoTSRT sIUEd Wata”.® Thus, Arthapatti is indeed a
meaningful device in deciphering the unsaid portions or Anukta in a
Sastric treatise and deserves importance.

3. Uhya

The term ‘Uhya’ is very popular and is derived from the root ‘Uh’
which means to deduce or infer by the means of reasoning and logic.
This is a powerful device since it involves a high degree of logic and

8 Arthasastra 4.5
% Arthagastra - 15
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rationality in it. This device is used to construct those portions of the
Sastric treatise, which are unsaid and are left to the imagination of the
reader/learner. The unsaid portions are figured out using this device with
the help of logical reasoning. It enables the proper and unbiased
interpretation of the Sastra and gives a full scope to the reader’s thinking
faculty. It is generally observed in Sastric discourses that some portions
are left unsaid by the author, with the intention to reduce the vastness of
the work as well as it ensure that it gives enormous possibilities for the
critical interpretations. Such intellectual exercises, thus help in the
expansion of the scientific discipline. Kautilya defines Uhya Tantrayukti

as — “3TIheh A", "% In other words, Uhya refers to the making up of

the unsaid. Therefore, it is clear that this device is very much helpful in
the decipherment of the Anukta in Sastric discourses.

Coming to the Arthasastra, one of its application can be observed
in the 16™ chapter of the 3" Adhikarana — Kautilya says that professional
will assess whether the gifts are valid or invalid, with the aim of ensuring
that neither the giver nor the recipient is likely to be harmed as a result.™
Here, it is meant that a person who is conversant in the matters of polity
and law (revokers of the gifts as per the law) should deduce the ways in
which such gifts are revoked ensuring that both the parties involved in
the give and take process remain untroubled. In such instances, the
person delivering the justice should infer with the help of his rationality,
the appropriate methods of retracting the gifts so that both the giver and
receiver of the same remains unaffected. Such methods are not stated or
enumerated by Arthasastra and it can be clearly observed that Kautilya
leaves it to the intellectual abilities of the reader/Adhikari of the Sastra.

10 Arthagastra - 15
11 Arthadastra — 3.16
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4. Vakyasesa

On a close examination of the Sastravakyas, one often comes
across sentences which seems incomplete and appears to have some
words missed out, which helps in the completing the sentence. Such
elided portions in Sastras are also the instances of Anukta in the
perspective that some significant wordings are missing which makes
complete sense to a sentence. A sentence in a Sastra becomes crystal
clear only when such ellipsis are supplied at appropriate instances.
Therefore, the device by which the author omits certain obvious words
for achieving ease and to be comprehended by the reader is known by the
name Vakyasesa. This device evidently facilitates ease on the author’s
part to achieve brevity. The omissions in the instances of Vakyasesa are
often obvious in nature and can be understood easily.

According to Kautilya, Vakyasesa is the term used to describe the
omission in a sentence, which although is essential in conveying the
complete idea.> An application of this device can be seen in the 1°

chapter of the 8" Adhikarana of Arthagastra thus — “T@a9&=q

RIS That is, according to the ancient seers, the distress

faced by the King has more seriousness compared to that of the minister.
But Bharadvaja asserts that the distress faced by minister is more serious,
contrary to the opinion of the preceptors, since the majority of the duties
which are of grave importance are assigned to a minister. All these duties
and happenings of profound importance gets affected adversely due to
the minister’s absence and the King becomes inefficient, akin to

2 I 9reR] GHTA, T IIRQT: — Arthasastra - 15
13 -
Ibid.
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‘featherless’, unable to act accordingly.® Here in the sentence,

“TUTHAT, GEHTE:, [Saqe™dd THATHNRT, the adjective T&a9&: or

‘featherless’ is stated explicitly. In order to give completeness to the

sense of the whole sentence, the term ‘W:’ or ‘bird’ is to be attached

as the noun corresponding to the adjective. Thus the elided wording(s)
will be read along with the worded sentence by the learner of the Sastra
with the help of this Tantrayukti. Thus, it is evident that Vakyasesa helps
in deciphering those unexpressed words which are purposefully elided
and are to be supplied.

5. Viparyaya

There are many instances in Sastric treatises where a phenomenon
is established using something opposite or contrary nature. Or in some
instances, definitions are constructed by stating the opposite or inverse of
something already stated. Also, one may come across places where
counter-examples are employed to prove a phenomenon by pointing out
its impropriety in counter-examples. This is achieved by the device called
‘Viparyaya’. It is generally translated as ‘contrariety’ or ‘inversion’.

The Arthasastra defines Viparyaya as — “idAET |Ee
fowga:» ® That is, contrariety refers to the process of deducing a

14 EIRIHTESIGG hRIGUE G 94 Jd T A=l | Jid wRge: |
TREAIATAATAT W | q AFhAE: e

AAFIFHCUESIIE ARl TR0 SFEAAGIhR:  FHRET
AUYRY FAROT ARFR SHIAY | AW AWE dqEHE: | [Suuesd
LEERIEINE

15 Arthagastra - 15
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statement of negation from a positive one. One such application of
Viparyaya Tantrayukti is as follows — “UX& Il Ik €841 9 U4ETG

TR T TR ORI AT Geh Ry TR0T e =
9 A U, AUaAgee.® In the 16 chapter of the 1°

Adhikarana, the rules governing the employment of messengers is
elaborated. The messenger should deliver his master’s message to the
enemy even if his life is at stake. When the adversary holds a favourable
disposition, it becomes evident through expression of joy in words, facial
demeanour and eye-contact. They warmly receive the message, inquire
about the well-being of the messenger, share commendations, offer him a
nearby seat, treat the messenger with respect, recall the shared
acquaintances and express satisfaction upon the successful completion of
the mission. Conversely, if the enemy is discontented all these signs will
manifest in the opposite manner. Here, the situation of positive reception
of the messenger’s message by the enemy I described in detail. The
negative reception of the message will results in the consequences that
are opposite to that of the former one. Here, the positive consequences
are well said. From that, one must infer the negative consequences as
well with the help of this device called Viparyaya. It can be observed that
the negative or opposite or contrary consequences here are not spoken of
directly in words, instead, the device Viparyaya facilitates the
decipherment of such an unsaid negative aspect of a phenomenon, when
provided with the positive aspects. Therefore, in such situations of
Anukta too, Viparyaya becomes a useful device in figuring out the untold
contrariety.

Following are the applications of those devices, which have their
secondary function as the decipherment of the unsaid facts, pertaining to
the Arthasastra —

16 Arthagastra — 1.16
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1. Apadesa

The device which is used to advance a reason/cause of an effect is
known as Apadesa. It also means to make a plea. By stating the cause of
an effect, the latter’s validity. The secondary function of this device is to
reveal the concealed meanings. In this shade of its function, Apadesa can
be aptly considered as a means to decipher the untold.

According to Arthasastra, any assertion in the form — “He says
thus” can be treated as an application of Apadesa Tantrayukti.*’ It may
appear that what kind of a hidden meaning is revealed with the help of
Apadesa. It helps in the reconciliation of multiple views on a topic and
helps in arriving at an optimal and ideal conclusion on the topic, which is
generally left unsaid. This kind of drawing conclusions which are
unstated from a pool of opinions, after scrutinising it, is a secondary
function of Apadesa. In this purview, an illustration may be given thus —
There exists a difference of opinion amongst the Acaryas of polity
regarding the number of ministers in the council. After the followers of
Manu, Brhaspati and Usanas had stated their say on this, Kautilya comes

to a reconciliation thus — “TATATHHT Fieed:”.1® It is not only to be

understood from this particular statement that the employment of
ministers and their number should be based on their capability, but also,
it is secondarily meant that there is no problem if there is any more or
less in the number of ministers to be employed as suggested by others.
This concealed meaning is supported in the Srimiila commentary thus —

“TET T R 0T ANYET: FHAAT SATRIETAT FIGRITT AR,

Y UaHETETe d9el: — Arthadastra -15
18 Arthasastra — 1.15
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LIENI A | P o1 o R NI RO | U B R 0 B R A e R R R I D
T H OGN OGS gl dATEE HaHTe — JUTEmAH.

2. Prade$a

The term ‘Pradesa’ literally refers to the partial mention of
something. This device serves as a cursor for referring to other related
topics. Since it is a cursory mention, the related topic is not fully
expounded. If the topics are numerous, then a partial mention of the same
is only possible. In such cases, Pradesa Tantrayukti has its prime utility.
In the purview of its secondary utility, Pradesa can be used for the
revelation of the untold meaning. Because of the crystal clear explanation
of a part of a very comprehensive subject, the rest of the parts, though not
explained in explicit words, become distinctly clear. Due to the
secondary utility of this device to unravel the unsaid, it enables much
brevity of the Sastric text as well as it purposefully leaves some parts
unexplained to the intellect of the learner. Kautilya has although defined

Pradesa as — “TTHed" QTE U¥:”.2° That is, the device by which the

topic on hand is asserted with the help of a future topic. The Pradesa
Tantrayukti in this perceptive may resemble the Anagataveksana
Tantrayukti. While stating or proving the present topic by means of a
future topic, (which is not expounded at present), one can draw the
characteristics or meanings by relating both. In this manner, something
that is not expressed at the present stage is also understood by correlating
both the phenomenon.

While examining Arthasastra, one may come across the
employment of this device in the 14" chapter of the 7" Adhikarana as —

19 Arthasastra with Srimula Commentary, Part 1, p.76
%0 Arthasastra - 15
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‘PG HEETSal TSI SATAR™A™:” 2 That is, one has to win over

the confidence of any of the above kings by adopting suitable means or
by means of conciliation, gifts, dissension, or threats, as will be explained
under the upcoming Adhikarana titled Abhiyasyatkarma. Here, from the
partial mention of Sama Dana Bheda and Danda, one can understand
their nature up to a certain extent, which is not explained here. Therefore,
Prasanga Tantrayukti too, has its secondary function for the
decipherment of the unsaid and unknown meanings as it equips us with a
vague untold idea, prior to its explanation.

3. Nidarsana

Nidar$ana is that device by which a concept or phenomenon is
illustrated/demonstrated. It enables the understanding capabilities of even
the dullards. It is a small application of the topic that is to be proven on
hand. Sometimes, Nidar§ana can be a device by which one cites
examples. According to Kautilya, Nidar§ana is proven by Drstanta —

“TOTAl ETAghl MEIHHE”.# It enables the establishment of that

proposition which seems to be improbable. It has the secondary function
of illumining another meaning.

This device is observed to be applied in the excerpt in the 3™
chapter of the 7" Adhikarana — “FFEM@I & SIEET AT

UEISRHETRIART 2 That is in a conflict against a more powerful

adversary, the weaker side will find themselves in a situation akin to a
foot soldier battling an elephant. Here, the idea conveyed by this

2t Arthagastra 7.14
22 Arthaéastra 15
2 Arthaéastra 7.13
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illustration of the battle between the foot soldier and elephant is that, the
latter is more powerful than the former and the same situation applies
here. The meaning that is intended to convey, but not stated is that the
weaker side will be defeated in a battle with a powerful enemy. This
concealed meaning is deciphered here with the help of an illustration,
which is nothing but the Nidarsana Tantrayukti.

Conclusion:

From the above discussion regarding the decipherment of the
untold in Sastric tradition, it can be concluded that the Tantrayukti
devices become useful for the same. Even though not all the Tantrayukti
devices have their role in the decipherment of the untold and concealed
meanings, the devices Atide$a, Arthapatti, Uhya, VakyaSesa and
Viparyaya have their role in the unravelling of concealed and unsaid facts
in a Sastric discourse. While considering the secondary functions, the
devices like Apadesa, Nidar§ana and Pradesa too are observed to have a
stake in the unveiling of the concealed and unsaid meanings in Sastras.
The untold portions of the Sastric treatises not only serve the purpose of
reducing the unnecessary length of the discourse, but also, it gives space
for interpretive and critical learners to exercise their deductive rational
mental faculty to the fullest, which will lead to the enrichment of the
Indian Knowledge Tradition. Therefore, the concept of Anukta rightly
deserve prominence while discussing about the Indic Knowledge
Tradition. Not only in the traditional branches of learning, but also, the
methods of rationale and deduction that was exercised by our Sastrakaras
serve a model for the contemporary research methodology. All the
Sastras had a definitive methodology, based on which the intellectual
debates and the construction of treatises were made possible. This
universal methodology of our Sastras is nothing but the Tantrayukti. This

~ 239 ~



T — foraceiifarar geaniEar = eatEr (ISSN: 2231-0452)

YA : AT - fEE&R 2073 e : fedEd

paper has thus, focused on the relevance of the Tantrayuktis in
deciphering the unsaid, which is considered essential for the progress of
intellectual pursuits in our society.
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