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INTRODUCTION

e e e

XT\.I()N‘G ¢he numerous treatises on Sanskrit rhetoric, no work 1s
- more celebrated than the Kavyaprakasa or the Tllustration
of poetical composition. From the eleventh century onwards when
VMammata wrote his Kavyaprakasa no ganskrit Pandit, however
learned he might be in one or many branches of Sanskrit learning,
scems to have been regarded as an accomplished sanskrit scholar,
unless he has written a commentary on the Kavyaprakasa.
Aceordingly no less than forty-seven scholars are said to have
written commentaties on this famous work, of which a good num-
ber are found extant either in print or as manuscripts. With the
exceptions of a few who made themselves famous as peets, others
who were mere specialists in such polemical subjects as Sanskrit
Grammar, logic, philosophy, and Vedic exegetics appear to have
commented upon the Kavyaprakasa and displayed their polemical
learning chiefly to escape from the taunt hurled upon them by
Sanskrit poets for their lack of lnowledge in the art of poetical
composition. Even Mammata does not seem to have escaped
from this taunt. There is an oft-quoted verse, the meaning of
which ig as follows :—

«The author of Kavyaprakasa, a eunuch not knowing how to
kiss, bites often and often the tender lips of the nymph of poetry.”

Among the commentators, Nagojibhatta was a celebrated
grammarian, (Chakravarthi, a profound logician, Kamalakarabhatta
a Vedic exegitist, and Visvanathapanchanana an expert logician and
poet. For the display of their learning ample material is found
in the first five chapters of the Kavyaprakasa where on the meaning
of words such as denotation, indication, and suggestion with their
varieties and on passions and emotions such as the - erotic, the
heroic, the pathetic, the marvellous, the comic, the terrible, the
furious, the disgustful, and the quietistic, sanskrit rhetoricians held
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and propounded as many theories as the Vedantic philosophe
on the Brahma-knowledge taught in the Vedanta Sutras of BadarartS
_\'Hn'a. The names of a few famous commentators are given ir;
their chronological order determined by Bhattavamam: in his
Sanskrit Introduction to his edition of the Kavyaprakasa with
his own commentary called Balabodhini :—

1. Manikyachandrasuri, a Jaina scholar, and contemporary
of Jayasimha, king of the Ghurjaras, and disciple of Devasuri, wrote
his commentary called Sanketa in Vikrama Samvat. 1216=1160
A D. (Vide colophon of his commentary herein published). He
mentions in his commentary Bhojaraja’s Sarasvatikanthabharana

and Mukula’s Abhidhamatrika.
9. Sarasvatitirtha, known as Narahari before he became an

ascetic, bornin Tribhuvanagiri in V.S. 1298 =1242 A.D., and rell
versed in logic, vedanta, Mimansa, Sankhya, and Vyakarana wrote
his commentary, called Balachittanuranjani at the closing period
of his life in Benares. He mentions Bhoja, Vamana, and Bhamaha

in his commentary. His other works are Smritidarpana, Tarka-

ratna, and Tarkaratnadipika.
3. Jayanta who wrote his commentary entitled Kavyapraka-

sadipika in Vikrama 1350=1294 A.D. was the son of Bharadvaja,
in{ster and priest of Sarangadeva, king of the Gurjaras.
4. Somesvara, whose time and place are not known, is the
the commentary called Kavyadarsa or Sanketa on the
Kavyaprakasa. As he has not mentioned the name of any com-
mentators, and has referred only to Bhattanayaka, Bhattatauta,
Bhattamukula, Bhamaha, Rudrata, and other authors he is
peleived to be one of the eatliest commentators.

5. Visvanatha, the author of Sahityadarpana, Narasimha
vijaya, and (‘handrakala, a drama, the grandson of Narayanadasa,
Dharmadhikari in the Court of Narasimhadeva, king of Kalinga,
and the son of Chandrasekhara, seems to have lived about the
beginning of the 14th century, as he has mentioned the name of
Ala-uddin .Khilji (1290-1321) in his Sahityadarpana (p. 232,
Bombay Edition, 1902). His commentary on the Kavyaprakasa
is called Kavyaprakasadarpana, L

m

author of
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6. Parmananda Chakravarti refers in %

: r. : commentary -
entitled Vistarika to Jayanta and Visvanatha

7. Anandakavi called his commentary

Sarasamuchchayva and
also  Nidarsana.

b rrava rdy ] L : : .
Chakravarti's Vistarika is mentioned in Lis
commentary.

holar
at the close of the 16th or at the beginning of the 17th century.

Ilis commentary is called Adarsa.

8. Maheavarabhattacharviois belicved to live heen w1 se
»

9. Srivatsa-lanchhana -bhattacharya, probably of the 17th
contury called his commentary Sarabodhini.

10.  Govindathakkura, the author of Kavyapradipa on
Kavyaprakasa, is said to have lived about the beginning of the
17th century.  Ilis genealogy, published for the first time in the
Kavvamala, is found copied in the introduction to the revised
edition of the Kavyaprakasa with Bhattavamanacharya’s Bala-
bodhini, Bombay 1901.

11. Kamalakarabhatta refers in his Tika to Sarasvatitirtha,
Padmanabha, Someswara, Paramananda Chakravarti, Devanatha,
Srivatsalanchhana, and Pradipakara and says that he completed it
in Vikrama Sam. 1668- -1612 A.D.

12. Narasimbathakkura refers to Chandidasa, Latabhaskara,
Subuddhimisra, Madhumatikara, Kaumudikrit, Alokakrit, Yaso-
dharopadhyaya, Manizala, Ruchimisra, Paramanaundachakravarthi,
(+ovindathakkura the author of Pradipa, and others in his
commentary called Narasimhamanisha. As he has qu(?ted the
words of ]{;nnalaka,rabhatta though without mentioning his name,
he is helieved to have heen later than Kamalakarabhatta. ‘

3 Vaidvanatha, author of Kuvalay.anan'dn Ghandrll'(%
wrote Lis coml;umtary called Udaharanachandrika m 1740 (Vik.
Ianml(’;l. S‘Ii)kitlts.hi)t.a,bhimu‘;eua completed his commentary calle.d
Sudhasagara in Vikrama Sam. 1779=1723 A.D. He refers to his

other work called Alanakarasaroddhara n lis oom‘r:lent&l')'- ’
1516, Nagojibhatta commented upon Govindathakkura’s

Kavya Piadipa under “the patronage of Ramasimha, king of
/ 1 a u '

Sringibera, He was the disciple ol Haridikshita,- son of

)



) -Bh.-n‘Lnjuhf\’-\]'"“' the author ol .\ulalhanl,.il;uummh, 1 well known
work on Panini’s grammar. Ile wrote two commentaries
Kavyapradipa and called them Laghupradipodvota, and Brihatyr,.
dipodyota.  Hes the author of several works sucl as Sabdenduge-
khara, Paribhashendusekhara, Vvakarana Mahabhasyndy()ta and
others wentioned i detail by Bhattavamanacharva in his Sanskrit
Introduction to his commentary on the Kavyaprakasa

[7. Raghava whose date is unknown and who iz belisved tn
have been quite a recent writer commented upon the Kavyaprakasa
only upto the middle of th 7th Ullasa. His commentary is called
Avachurt, .

18 -19. Mahesachandra and Bhatta Vamanacharya wrote
their commentaries called I'atparvavivarana and Balabodhini in
the Iatter part of the 19th century. e

[n addition to the above nineteen commentators whose works
are still found extant, there are some more commentators whose
commentaries are yet to be discovered. They are : —

1. Sridhara, 2, Chandidasa, 3, Devanatha, 4. Bhaskara,
5 Subudhimisra, 6. Padmanabha 7. Achyuta, 8. Ratnapani, son
of the above Achyuta, 9. Ravi, son ol Ratnapani, 10, Ruchaka,
11. Jayarama, 12, Yasodhara K 13. Vidyasagara, 14, Murarimisra,
15, Manisara 16. Pakshadhara, 17. Ramanatha, 18 Jagadisa,
14 Gadadhara, 20, Bhaskara, 21. Ramakrishna 22, Vachaspati,

There are also some commentaries which are meationed by
their titles without being associated with the names of their
tespective authors, They are :——Tatvabodbini, 2, Kaumudi,
3. Aloka, 4. Udaharanadipika, and 5. Avachuni,

The text of the Kavyaprakasa consists of three parts :—

(1) Definitions in verses, (2) explanation in prose, and (3)
illustrations in the form of Sanskrit or prakrit verses, The second
part is admitted to he the work of Mammata himself. The
Hlustrative verses are gl admittedly selected from ancient authors,
Bhattav;xmapachm ya has succeeded in tracing many of the "verses
to their sources and identifying their authors.  Vyasa’s
I;gﬁ:;i‘::;g{;) haizd I\\;ishnuPurana, :Kalida?sa’,s | Raghuvan.lsa’

eghaduta, Sakuntala, Vikramorvasiya
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Mnluvikagnnnl““s Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniva,

Bhartrihar ¢

. ] Il S

Coimagasatalkt,  Mayura's Suryasataka '
) . b

ajanakaratnukara’s
Harivijayd Bhallata’s Bhallatasataka, Dal1Lodar;igzzl;:f:t.;tii:;?
mata, Bhasa’s works, Devilaghustava, Amaruéataka' Hala’s
Su.pl'ils"'t'i’ Anandavardhana’s Panchabanalila, Bhatti’s poetical
works, Bhavabhuti's Malatimadhava, and Viracharita, Harcha’s
Naganands and Ratnavali Rajasekhara’s Karpuramanjari,
Viddhsalabhanjika, Balaramayana, and Balabliarata, Naravana-
Jikshita's Venisamhara, Sudraka’s Mrichhakatika, Hanumannataka,
llsj«ggri\’avadha, and Ushaharananataka are some of the works
{rom which illustrative verses have been selected by Mammata.
In his Sanskrit Introduction to the Kavyaprakasa, Bhattavamana
quotes some verses which could not be¢ identified,
¢ (ommentators are, however, divided in their opinion as to
the authorship of the definitive verses known under the double
name, karika and sutra, In the beginning of his Kavyaprakasa-
darsa, Mahesvara Nyayalankara attributes the authorship of the
karikas to the famous dramatist Bharata and adduces the following
reasons in support of his view :—

« Ag the karikas are found in Bharata’s ¢ Sambhita,” their
author is Bharata. Hence in commenting upon the first verso
Mammata says that ‘the author sings of his Goddess,” Had Mam-
inata however been the author of the karika, he would have said
“[ sing.” Again though only eight Rasas or Emotions or moods
of mind are enumerated in the karika, Mammata speaks of a
ninth quictistic mood. [f he had been the author of the karikas,
he could have mentioned nine Rasas in the karikas as well.
Aguin in defining a complete metaphor (x.7) the karika says that
when things compared with each other are all mentioned it is a
complete metaphor. In commenting upon this verse Mammata
suys that as there are only two things here, 2., the thing com-
pared as well as the thing to which it 1s compared, plural in the
karika is superfluous and unnecessary. 1f he had been the author
of the karika as well, he could have omitted the plural and used
only the dual. It may however be urged as an ohjection against
thig view that in the fourth chapter of the Kavyaprakasaka Mam.
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Mata mentions Bhaata ip support of mm.cthh‘.; meutioned in the
Blarata lad been the author of the karika,
Ulave referred to him by his name. But it
should be noted that the word  Bharata,” not © Bharatena ' means
Bharatanatvasastra dramaturgy of Bharata. Accordingly there is
nothing  inconsistent |

Kantka and that 1t

Mamimata would N

with usuage in referring to an author's
second  work in the commentaries on a different work of the same
author  Another objection urged against this by those who
cegard Mammata as the author of the karika as well is that in
wetimng Malarupaka or chain of metaphors the karika compares
it to Malopama  or chain of similies which is illustrated not
m the Karika but in the explanatory notes of Mammata and that
this proceduare of treatment.signifies the identity of the author
of the karika with that of the explanatory notes. To tlgs
it mayv be rephed that the Malopama is implied, though not ver-
oally stated, in the karika and that the Malarupaka is compared
to the implhied Malopama.™

Others hold that the karikas are the work neither of Mam-
mata nor of Bharata. but of some unknown person or persons and
hat Mammata might have himseli composed or mended a few of
them.

According to the statement made by Bhimasena m lus com-
meatary entitled Sudhasagara on the Kavyaprakasa, Mammata
— r,llm eldest son of Jaiyata, a Kashmirian Pandit, his two
vounzer brothers being Kaiyata, the author of Kasika on Patan-

i4li's Vlababhasbva. and \uvata, a famous commentator on the

< kls Yajurveda.  Mammata received his education from the best

'. 1 " . . \ ‘C
Pandite of his tine in Benares and became  spec jalist in rhetoric,
distineuished scholar

"-¥;l¢1 Auvata, hif‘ ‘\rf‘)thﬂr ”n(] an ‘.’(]u“”y
| on the Vedas under

~vent to Malava and wrote hig commentary |
- 1 N I‘\
of Dhara in Malava. perhaps

which Mam-

According

the
<ame

liac
mata 1as

o Anandakay
o - s » .
(4 wrote his Ravvaprakasa only

patronage of Bhoja. Kking . vt
.« the author of Sarasvatikanthabharana 1ro
b aprakasa.

B 1 T 1 '\, " vV
de < me quotations in his Kav) ‘ o
i k the Kavyaprakasa

- C ators on

and other commentator ‘ N

ap to the Figure of Speech
s .

scond was made by

Manuan? ‘
‘ and the rest ot the work to 1t

called Parbhard
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AMatasnn. Who w.ts this Allatasari and when and where he fived
i~ not known, Subdavyaparavichara is another treatize attributed
to Mammata and a manuscript copy of this work is said to exist
im the Dekkan College Library in Poona.l

Ever sinee the composition of Ramayana kavya by Valmiki
a number of poets seem to have taken to kavya composition of
the epic type. The singing of ballads by wandering bards might
have given rise to the composition of lyrics and dramas. The men-
tion of Nata Sutra in the Sutras of Panini and Kamsavadhanataka
by Pantanjali leads to the conclusion that dramatic performance
was an attraetive profession in the fourth and fifth centuries, B.("
The inclusion of actors among choras or robbers of public wealth
in the Arthasastra goes to show that statesmen of philosophic
tegaperament of the type ol Chanakya began to look upon the
stages and theatres a~ economic evils and passed orders preventing
the entrance of actors into villages lest it might arrest the
progress of agriculture operations. From this it follows that like
Nata Sutras laying down rules for the guidance of actors, there
might have been Kavvalankara sutras for the guidance of poets.
Among the extant works on this subject the Natyasastra of Bha-
rita and Kavyadarsa of Dandi seem to be the earliest.

Vamana’s Kavyalankarasutra, 8th century A.D.. Rudra-
bhatta’s Sringaratilaka, 9th century A D. and Dhananjaya’s
Dasarupaka 10th century A.D. are believed to have held the
ground before the Kavyaprakasa teplaced them in the Lith

century A.D. ‘

Sanskrit Rhetoricians divide poetry into two classes Sravva-
kavya, audible poetry, and Drisyakavya, visible poetry. Ipics
and lyrics come under the former head and Drama under the
latter.

In the view of rhetoricians, the end of poetry in general is
Salridayahridaynanda, pleasure of the accomplished readers or
spectators.  Sweet and harmonious sounds in the form of alliter-

_ntlon and dlgnmed diction mdlcutlve and suggestwe of love

L Bhatt.avamann.q \mqqu ]nmnluctmn to hn Balabodhini on the
Kavyaprakasa,

KAVYAPRAEASA ’ b
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8, wonder, sinile or laughter, terror, fear, dissust or

tT”)n 1
‘ ('“lht arn - -
. Y oare considered to be various means of bringing
LINense 9 Q

f St l)]l asure to the reader or the spectator. The charm of

POetYry 1< coniidor ; : T :
Yo1s considered to be rather in the indicated than the literal

meamng of the sentence.

Sentenees conveving a figurative sense, are considered to be
more chammine than literal and indicated meanings,  Figurative
encesare due fo the e of varions lignres of speech, such as simile,
metaphor, metonymy, and others of which a hundred varieties are

distinguished and defined in works on rhetoric. Simile is regarded

as the root of all these varietics and is taken to be of two kinds
I'he latter is based upon accepted views

natural and technieal.
of the poets. For example Sanskrit pocts are wont to regard
fame s white and therefore liken it to the flood of the celest®,
(vanves. o1 moonlicht, orto a garland of white flowers or a necklace
of pearls and the like, Similarly Sanskrit poets have their own
view of personal beauty, such as lotus-like face, fish-like eyes
coral-like lips, night-like hair and the like. All these accepted
fancies or conceits play an important part in what is called
Rupakatisayokti, a figure of apeech, which consists in indicating
or suggesting a thing compared by a thing to which the thing to
be suggested it is usual to compare, For example, the poetical
expression ““ two water lilies on a lotus flower ”’ means or indicates
to a Sanskiit poet two long and blue eyes in the face of a woman.
To a person who is not habituated to think like a Sanskrit poet,
the above expression would be hardly intelligible and scarcely
pleasing. To add to this difficulty thereis what is called slesha,
pun, which is based upon the double meaning of words, which
are quite common in Sanskrit literature.,

For example the word " Sahasrakara’’ means one who has a
thousand rays or taxes. Accordingly Sanskrit poets are wont to
compare a king to the sun by using this word. The whole of
Subandhu’s Vasavadatta is full of sleshas, Such punning or
quibbling on words can scarcely he pleasing to such as have not
<tudied Sanskrit. Il punning as well as,such figures of speech as
ate based upon what is called Kavisamaya or éccepted poetica,
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fancy together with hvperbole be eschewed trom Nansknt hiterature
all that remains then will be natural, intelligible and pleasing.
[1 is high time that sanskrit poets should veform their poetical art
and retain only such figures of speech as add heauty to nature,
Another reform urgently noeded is the avoidance of the indecent
in erotic writings, which one so [requently meets in the work-
ol Sanskrit poets,

Muking allowance for these defects which are not likely to
linger long, it may be said that the models of the poctry presented
in the Kavyaprakasa for imitation by Sanskrit poets arc such a»
arc scarcely rivalled by the literature of any other nation.

Of the commentator himself, nothing is known beyond what
he has himself mentioned in the concluding verses of his comien-
tary. He says that his Sanketa is made up partly of his own an-
notations and partly oxcerpts from other writings, not neces-
sarily commentaries, on the Kavyaprakasa, and that after having
been educated and initiated both under Nemichandra and Sagaren-
dumuni, he completed his Sanketa in Vikrama Sam. 1216,
Apart from about thirty-two writers and eleven works mentioned
in the commentary, as noted down in a separate page here, he seems
to have also made long excerpts mentioning the name of neither
the author nor the work. One of such works which however 1s
detected by chance is the Kavyanusasana and Viveka by Hema-
chandra. The following passages quoted both from the Sanketa
and the Kavyanusasana side by side will clearly show to what
cxtent  Manikyachandrasuri  1s indebted to Hemachandra 1n
writing his commentary on the Kavyaprakasa. Nor does Hema-
chandra seem to be freo from such plagiarism, if unacknowledged
excerpts may be called plagiarism. His Kavyanusasana is full of
unacknowledged excerpts made from the Kavyaprakasa. Though
in view of criticising the Kavyaprakasa he has mentioned the
name of Mammata at the close of the second chapter of his Kavya-
nusasana-Viveka, there is no regular indication to identify all
those passages which are bodily taken from the Kavyaprakasa,
as shown by the passiges cuoted below. From the dispute
pointed out above as to the authorship of the karikas or Sutras of



“the Kavvaprakusa it mav he inferr. ] that Mammata hinself
succeeded in getting ric of ld work. by making such improvement -
as would render them to be lis own. What appears to be strange
Is that even such almost contemporary writers as Mammata, Mani-
Kyachandra and Hemachandra should make unacknowledged ex-
L‘erpts with no thought of being charged with plagiarism. Tt is how-
ever probable that Sanskrit writers of acknowledged merit regarded
1\ giarism as no heinous literary crime.  Another glaring blundcr
W Lmh Sanskrit writers appear to be in the habit of committing i
later interpolation made with the hope of brivging credit to old
favourite authors. Some late iterpolations when undetected are
hikely, as they have often been, to make old works appear quite
recent.  The one decisive advantage of plagiarism in commenta-
ries hes in the preservation of traditional or accepted interpretation
old texts. Tt follows therciore: Manikyachandra’s commentary
m the Kavyaprakasa mav be accepted as sraditional and authori-

tative
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