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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA KAVITHA VYBHAVAM
An introduction to the poetic excellence of

Swamy Vivekananda by O. Achutarama Sa stry
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“‘Be hold, Vivekananda still lives in the soul of
his mother - land and in the souls of her children”
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“Even after death I shall work for the good of

the world there is no rest for my soul till man be-
comes one with God’’.

[ .
Every Indian must know from his very birth
that his life is dedicated to his mother land *.
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Swamijee now much engaged in the
on this day it

study and

discussion of Sanskrit seripturé€s......
seemed as if the Goddess of learning has manifested
herself on his tongue with the disci ple, he fluently

talked for about two hours at a stretch in exceedingly

melodious sanskritieeces.ess (complete works Vol. VII

PP. 182-38)
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A BENEDICTION

The mother’s heart, the hero’s will

The sweetness of the southern breeze,

The sacred charm and strength that dwell

On Aryan altars, flaming, free;

All these be yours, and many more

No ancient soul could dream before_
Be thou to India’s future son

The mistress, servant, friend in one,
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THE LIVING GOD

He who is in you and outside you,
Who works through all hands, |
Who walks on all feet,
Whose body are all ye,

Him worship, and break all other idols !

He who is at once the high and low,

The sinner and the saint,

Both God and worm,

H m worship-visible, knowable, real, omnipresnt,
In whom is neither past life

Nor future birth nor death,

In whom we always have been

And always shall be one,

Him wecrship. Break all other idols !
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Ye fools | who neglect the living Ged,
And His infinite reflections with which the
world is full,

While ye run after imaginary shadows,

That lead alone to fights and quarrels,

Him worship, the only visible !

Break all other idols !
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‘May I be born again and again, and suffer thou.
sands of miseries so that [ may worship the only God
that exists, the only God I believe in, the sum total
of all souls-and above all my god the wicked, my
God the misecrable, my God the poor of all races, of
all species, is the special onject of my worship.’
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TO AN EARLY VIOLET
What though thy bed be frozen earth,
They cloak the chillingblast,
What though no mate to cheer thy path,
Thy sky with gloom O’ ercast—
What though if love itself doth fail,
Thy fragrance strewed in vain,
What though if bad O’er good prevail,
And vice o’er virtue reign—
Change not thy nature, generle bloom,
Thou violet, sweet and pure,
But ever pour thy sweet perfume
Unasked, unstinted, sure !
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REQUIESCAT IN PACE
Speed forth, O soul ! upon thy star-strewn path,
Speed, blissful one! where thought is ever free,
Where time and space no longer mist the view,
Eternal peace and blessings be with thee !
Thy service true complete thy sacrifice,
Thy home the heart of love transcendent find,
Rememberance sweet,that killsall spaceand time

Like altar rosses fill thy place behind !

Thy bonds are broken,thy quest in bliss is found,
And one with That which comes as Death and
Life,

Thou helpful one ! unselfish e’er on ear ch,
Ahead ! still help withlove this world of strife !
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MANY HAPPY RETURNS

The mother’s heart, the hero’s will,

The softest flower’s sweetest feel,
The charm and force that ever sway

The altar fire’s flaming play,
The strength that leads, in love obeys,

Far-reaching dreams, and patient ways,
Eternal faith in self, in all |

The sight divine in great, in small
All these, and more than I could see

Today may ‘Mother’ grant to thee,
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THE SONG OF THE FREE

The wounded snake itshood unfnrls,

The flame stirred up doth blaze,

The desert air resounds the calls of heart-struck

lion’s rege
cessenFrom dreams awake, frem bonds be free !

Be not afraid, This mystery. My shad ow,
cannot frighten me !

Know once fer all that I am He |
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THE AWAKENED INDIA

Once more awake !
For sleep it was, not death, to bring thee life
A new and rest to lotus-eyes, for visions

Daring yet. The world in need awaits O Truth
No death for three !
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“HOLD ON YET A WHILE BRAVE HEART”

If the sun by the cloud is hidden a bit,

If the welkin shows but gloom,

Still hold on yet a while, breave heart,

Victory is sure to come.
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A SONG OF SURADASA

O Lord, look not upon my evil qualities !

Thy name, O Lord, is Sime-Sightedness,

Make of us both the same Brahman !

One drop water is in the sacred Yamuna,

And anotheris foul in the ditch by the roadside,

But when they fall into the Ganga, both alike
become holy.

So Lord, look not upon my evil qualities,

Thy name, O Lord, is Same—sightedness,

Make of us both the same Brahman !

One piece of iron is the image in the temple,

And another is the knife in the hand of the

butcher,



But when they touch the philosopher’s stone,
both alike turn to gold.

So Lord, look not upon my evil qualities,

Thy name, O Lord, is same-sightedness,

Make of us both the same Brahman!
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RENUNCIATION ALON IS FEARLESS
In enjoyment is the fear of disease,
In high birth, the fear of losingcaste,
1n wealth, the fear of tyrants,

In honour, the fear of losing (it),

In strength, the fear of enemies,

In beauty, the fear of (old age),

In knowledge, the fear of defeat,

In virtue the fear of scandal,

In the body, the fear of death,

In this life all is fraught with fear
Renunciation alone is fearless.
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LIGHT

[ look behind and after
And find that all is right,
In my deepest SOTTOWS

There is a soul of light
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