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PREFACE

To pass the high Sanskrit examinations through Hindi
medium is a great pity; to pass them through a foreign medium
is ridiculous. In free India neither of these anomalies
should be allowed to continue. Those who contend that wes-
tern scholars have contributed a lot to the advancement of
Sanskrit learning should not confuse the facts. Prof. Macdo-
nell, Dr. Stcherbatsky etc., possessed primaril}" oriental type of
erudition coupled with critical approach to literature and
philosophy. '

English was introduced as a ‘medium of learning Sanskrit
in the British regime to enrich English language with oriental
thought and wealth of ideas which seemed attractive to the
British oriental scholars and had paramount significance in
the field of linguistics and philosophy. The teachers of Sans-
krit in those days were not particular about command and
mastery over Sanskrit as a language. What they primarily
cared for was the ability of the student, somehow to express
the ideas of Sanskrit treatises in English. But the student in
that case was a sufferer. After passing his M. A. in Sanskrit

a student was neither a master of Sanskrit nor of English,
because translation can hardly help students command a lan-
gauage in any sense of the term. After independence Hindi
and other Indian languages were substituted as medium of
instruction for many subjects in several Universities. Sanskrit
£00 is an Indian language. It could have severed very well as a
medium for its study like other languages of the world. But that
was not done. In no college or university of India except Vara-
naseya Sanskrit Varsity, Sanskrit is taught through the Sanskrit
medium. There is no emphasis on grammar, translation or com-
position. Students cram the translation of prose and verse either
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in Hindi or English like parrots without knowing actually for
what word a particular word in translation stands. Even the
students of M. A. are required to answer questions either in
Hindi or English or some other Indian language as if Sanskrit
were not suitable as a medium of expression. It should be
unanimously appreciated in the context of emotional integration

of India that Indian culture in its accurate sense includes.

Sanskrit language also as one of its components. Sanskrit
language is the only uniting factor of various modern lan-
guages of India. * If it is introduced as a compulsory subject.
upto Higher Secondary ‘stage in all of the Indian states, the

forces of* disintegration will be sucessfully countered. There

may be a controversy over the acceptance of Hindi as a natio-

nal language in some corner, but about linguistic importance |
of the Sanskrit language and its capacity to reinforce the body

and spirit of different Indian languages, there connot be
two opinions. ,

1In a majority of colleges of North India, Sanskrit language’
is being taught now-a-days through Hindi. This has made the
situation all the more regrettable. In previous times when
English was the medium, -an M. A, in Sanskrit could atleast

write an application in English correctly. To-day an M. A.-

of Sanskrit, especially of northern Indian universities is a
pitiable creature. In most of the cases he -cannot claim to be
proficient in Sanskrit language. In addition to that neither he
knows Hindi of a high standard, nor caii he write an article
correctly in ‘English language. What a sadder comment than
this can be made on this thoughtless medium of Sanskrit exas
minations in modern times.

Besides the Universities and;colleges there are some oriental
institutions in our country. A student coming out of these insti-

tutions possesses an admirable command over the Sanskrit
language, but to our utter disappointment he has no insight
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into the subjects he studies. The teachers working in most of
these institutions are so ill-fed that they can hardly spare time
for a critical and comparative study of their subjects. Recently

when 1 went to Banaras to take an examination of the Sanskrit
varsity, 1 showed to a learned pandit of Banaras one of my
essays on metaphor ( Laksana ) which 1 prepared after a
continuous hard work of one month by studying carefully
different schools on poetics, as well as the theories of criticism
of ancient and modern English literature. The Pandit pitied
my unnecessary labour and explained to me sympathetically
that 1 would fail in the examination if I wrote the essay im
that critical way. What ] should do was that Ishould learn
the original texts on Laksana and should vomit them out word
by word without exerting my socalled originality which would"
infuriate the examiner. '

Under these gloomy circumstances we shall have to give a
patient thought to the current evils of the system of Sanskrit
education prevalent in our colleges and universities. The-
importance of language cannot be underestimated, but simul-
taneously the cramming also should be pitilessly castigated,
A co-ordinated educational system should be evolved. The
student should be a master of correct language as well as of
the subject-matter he has learnt through that language.

The present book has been written with this co-ordinated
educational scheme in view. For the last many years I have been
persuading. my M. A. students to appear in Acharya examina-
tion after passing their M. A. in Sanskrit So long as Sanskrit
“is not . started to be taught through Sanskrit, this is the only
_possible way to achieve a tolerable command over sanskrit
language otherwise they shall ‘haye to cut a sorry figure throu-
ghout. Most of my students are convinced of my advice and
they have come to beleive that without passing Acharya in
which they are entitled to appear after M. A.itis flagrantly:
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ridiculous to get their topics registered for a Ph, D, degre

is rampant now-a-days in most of the Universitieg, Wehas
research in a literature are they going to do without fulfil at
the minimum condition of command over language ? Ip Sahitln
charya examination the big three horrible treatises Which g’ha-
students are faced with, are, Kdvyaprakisa, Dh""an}'ﬁ-loke
and Rasagangidhara. Of these, Kavyaprakaga ig tay ha
m the M. A. classes in almost every university of lndgiat
Dwanyaloka, though most important and a key-treatige 0:;

Dhwani-conception is considerably easy. Rasagangadhar, of
Jagannath, is a book which fills the hearts of the students With

terror and dread. Apart from being exceptionally terse, it is
replete with abstruse expressions, a high level of brillian
polemics and the frightening erudition of its author who wag
the most dynamic and most progressive intellectual of his time,
Perhaps he is the only author in the history of poetics in the
whole of the world, who did not resort to the poems of others
for illustrating poetical theories however difflcult they may
be. In Jagannatha we find a rare and 1deal combination of
an unique intellectualand a yig'ourous poet. It is only due to his
unprecedented calibre that he could contrive such new figures
as Asama and also could logically justify their genuineness.
The appearance of his Rasa Gangadhara relegated most of
his predecessor’s works into back-ground and most of sgch
works seem to be definitely obsolete and backward after one
has carefully gone through the plausible contentions and bri
1liant expositions discernible in this immortal book. Pafu?lta-
Raja Jagannitha was originality incarnate. -He was original
"not only in his intellectual and aesthetical approach but a}so
in his way of Living. He married a muslim damsel; which
involved a great risk in the social environment Pan
lived in. Scholars like Dr. P. V. Kane doubt the aut
of this incident but if at some later stage it is proved
‘true event, Pandita-Raja Jagannatha would be held as

dita-Réja
henticity
to be @
the first
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intellectual champion of liberalism and interreligious marriage
which are the paramount need of our time, if we want to
_survive as an emotionally integrated nation, Jagannath resembled
most of the big brains of ancient India like 'Sarnkaracarya,
Ramanuja who hailed from South. He was a Tailanga
Brahmana. His father’s name was Peru Bhatta with whom
he learnt all the branches of knowledge including philosophy
and grammar. His Manorama-Kuc-Mardan which he wrote
as a criticism of Bhattoji Diksita’s manorama commentary of
Siddhant Kaumudi is a proof of his outstanding profundity in
the comprehension of grammar. His poems of Ganga Lahart
and Bhamin1 Vilas are already on the tongue of every votary of
ancient India aesthetics. He wrote more, than a dozen of books
and each of them is the creation of a provarbially high order.
Pandita-Raja flourished in the court of Emperor Shahjahan who
conferred on him the title of Pandita-Raja.

Regarding poetical theories, we find that almost on every
problem of Rasa, Kavya, Dhwani, Alarnkara etc. Pandita
Rija has his original views. He praises his predecessors where
they deserve praise, but he is the last man to be a blind follower
of anybody. He flouts Appaya Dikshita almost on every
topic of poetics with an accent of admonition. The greatest
scholar of his time and author of scores of books Dikshit 1is
reduced to nothingness under the terrible teeth of Pandita
Rija’s crushing criticism. Pandit Raja does not even forgive
Mammata. He screens him out and exposes him where
necessary. On two oOr more occassions he interrogates Anand
Vardhanicarya also and rectifies his literary mistakes with
reverence and restraint. He fearlessly reproves such writers
as Jayadeva of Gita Govinda whom he condemns as aesthetical
sadists ( Matta Matangajairiva) for having barefacedly
described the physical union of gods. The readers can not help
acknowledging the.dispassionate justice of his erudite criticism.
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Rasa Gangadhara H;dayamlis being publisheq for ¢
of students. The students of Acharya final haye nohe Ugg
available in the market which may serve as a key tq unlo 0ok
mysteries of Rasa Gangadhara, One or two bogy, Ch the
have been written to provide help to _the readers are farwf Ich
being satisfactory. Most of them have killed the bCaUlmm“‘if
Panditaraja’s presentation of theme. 1In this book everyy or
“has been made to adapt the style of Pandita Réja and i, acfm‘
places his actual language has been ‘used in a simp; ol ew
summarised form. S B ESTE o andy
"~ In dealing with the controversial topics like Abp; s
Laksand and Dhwani, a comparative study of different view:
‘has been made. This would be of help to students for -gemng;
through the paper of Essay in which such topics are giyey
every year. ol et AR g

I would deem my humble Iabour completely rewarded ifv"
this book could provide a little help to the students, examinecs,

_and readers in general. | . |

1 express my gratitude to Smt, Chandra Vati M. A,, Prof,
5. B, Yogi of Delhi Varsity, Km. Savita Sharma M. A. Gold
‘Medalist (creation of Prof. Akinchan Sahityacharya ). My |
-Principal Sri M. L. Sahal, my students H. Kaur and S. Sahw, |
Dr. Shri Nivas M; A« Ph. D. and my learned sister Km. Asha
‘Chhabra M. A., who dtood 1st class Ist in 1962 -from Punjab.
‘varsity smashing“ all :p_revious _reC.o[ds, for 'he]ping me m4
~preparing this book and aboveall I am prdfoundly béholde@5§
to my. preceptor. Dr.D. N. Shastri M. A. Ph. D.D.Lit
Director, Indics studies Kurukshetra Varsity without whosé
-perpétual blessings nothing could have been achieved and who 3

, , : S
has been extremely kind to me in providing with guidanc®

during the last 4 months. exclusively devoted to assiduot? |
«composition of this work., ... = i |

.Date.: 11 June,-63,

' Jianachandra TY*¢

w g Tea '
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