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P eﬁace

Thc Seminar on Astronomy as aid to History
was conducted in February, 1979, under the auspices
of the Ethiraj College and Varalatru Peravai. Impor-
tant papers presented at the Seminar dealt with such
themes as “The Cradle of Man”, “Tamil History
8,000 years ago’’, ‘“‘Hanumanta’s Journey from
Kishkinda to Lanka”, the “Date of Birth of Sri
Krishna and Sri Rama’’, “Date of Mahabharatha
War”, “The Almanac of Bharat”, “The Equinoxes’’,
““The Sapta Rishi Era’’, “The Kaliyugadi’® and
“Kali Eras’’. These were prepared by Shri V. G.
Ramachandran, G. S. Sampath Iyengar, Dr. R,
Nagaswamy, Dr. K. R. Hanumanthan and G. S.

Seshagiri under the leadership and guidance of Prof.
K. Srinivasaraghavan.

These papers were supplemented by others
presented at the Seminar by eminent Indologists,
ephigraphists and Historians. Mention may be made
of “National Method of Indian Historical Research’’
by Swamy Sakyananda, and ‘“Astronomy as aid to
History” by Dr. Nagaswamy, ‘““Indus Script in the
Indian Historical Tradition”’ by Iravatham Mahga-
devan, ‘““Astronomical Data in the Early Inscriptions
of Northern India” by K. G. Krishnan, “Rig Vedic
Mythology and Cultura] History ” by Sunder
Raj and *“ Astronomy : Ancient and Modern
by G. S. Seshagiri. Since all these papers contain
valuable information, it was decided by the Seminar
Committee to print the same in the form of a book.



Salient features of the previous discussion have been
retained. For the benefit of the readers, the Inaugural
Speech by Prof. G. R. Damodaran and the
Valedictory Speech by Dr. V. C. Kulandaiswamy
and Reports of the various committees and the
recommendations of the Seminar have been included.

I hope that this volume will be well-received
by the public, research scholars and historians. I
further hope that these papers will assist the
readers to think further on the subject and enable
them to proceed on the task of rewriting Ancient
Indian History based on additional facts provided by
astronomical studies.

I am thankful to all those who have helped me
in making the Seminar a success.

Editor-in-Cheif .
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Sri N. Mahalingam, Chairman Seminar Committee, welcoming the
gathering

Prof. G. R. Damodaran, Vice-Chancellor University of Madras
honouring Prof K. Srinivasa Ragavan with a Ponnadai while
Sri N. Mahalingam is seen applauding



Prof. G. R. Damodaran and Sri N. Mahalingam engaged in a lively
conversation with members of the Committee

A view of the audience



W elcome

I am indeed very happy to welcome our esteemed
Vice-Chancellor and the eminent guests, including our
renowned Editor of ‘¢ The Mail>’, Sri V.P.V. Rajan,
who have come to participate in this Seminar. It is
very generous of our Vice-Chancellor, not only to have
agreed to inaugurate this Conference, but also to have
deputed scholars of various departments of the University
to participate, not only in the Seminar, but also work
along with us during the last 13 months to make prepara-
tions for the same. We are very much beholden to
His Holiness Sankaracharya of Kanchipuram for the blessings
that he has specially sent to us. We also received blessings
and messages from various other people, which will be
shortly read by a student of this college.

Indian history has been an old one. Unfortunately,
it has not been well established and authenticated with
relevant documents till date. While I was a student,
Ramayana and Mahabharatha, were taught as a part of
history and by the time my sons had gone to school,
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oven excluded from the history  books
- that had taken place during the lag
then. the amount of change thay
would have happened in the last  2.000 to 3,000 vears
<hould be a matter for us to explore. It is said that
even in the davs of Mahabharatha, the pristine purity of
the tradition and culture of Bharath had declined. It is
for that reason great Commentators say that the Mahabharatha

) according to the Kshatriva Dharma.

war was not fought
If Mahabharatha’s date itself was during period of the
sat is more than 3100 B.C.

decline of that civilisation, (it 1s
according to Prof. Srinivasa Raghavan ) then, Lord Krishna

must have been born nearly 3000 years ago. So, we have
yet to explore the greatness and depth of our civilisation
as to when it arose. the details of its culture which
existed in this country, before 5000 vears, and these must
be ascertained by undertaking researches in Universities.

()7

If this is the chang

thirty to forty Years,

For a long time, I have been feeling that many
relevant records of our own country, Tamil Nadu, are
not available to us. The Tamils had been sailing in big
navigable vessels in the Sangam Age and trading with
Rome in the West and with Vietnam and China in the
East, but our own literary documents and relevant
records do not give the exact information. So, it is
essential for us to depend upon what is available, namely,
the Ithihasas and Puranas to supplement the other factual
evidences that are already available both in North India
and in South India in Sanskrit and in Tamil, in modern
and ancient languages and on epigraphical evidences
available upto 3rd Century A.D. All the other relevant
informations can be obtained from alternative sources
only, perhaps by delving into the historic past of other
countries from China to Rome, along the coast line,
which were traversed by our ancient traders and salesmen.
The languages and documents of 2000 to 3000 years oOf
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flntiquity will have to be ascertained and studied. That
1S a matter, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Sir, which the Universi-
ties alone can undertake. We, on our part, and the
college as a Member of the University, are very proud
of sponsoring this Seminar with Dr. R, Nagaswamy of the
Archaeological Department. We are only trying to high-
light in this Seminar the exact date of birth of Sri Rama,
Sri Krishna, the date of Mahabharatha War, the time of
Agasthya and the date of Vaivaswatha Manu when the
first calendar was drawn, namely Saptha Rishi Era.
These are the four or five dates on which we propose to
confine the deliberations of the Seminar during the next
two days. I will appeal to the Chairmen of the Com-
mittees and the delegates who have come to participate
here to kindly restrict themselves to fixing these dates.

Mr. Srinivasa Raghavan, a retired Professor of
Mathematics from Vivekananda College, Madras, has
been doing work in this field for more than tweny-
five years and he is able to delve deep into the
literatures of the ancient past and the astronomical facts
have been made available. He has mathematically calculated
from the positions of the planets, the position of the
Stars and the Sun. He has calculated backwards and has
found that the date of Birth of Lord Krishna comes to
about 3100 B.C. and that of Sri Rama comes to about

4400 B. C. and these calculations completely concur with

the dates given in Valmiki’s Ramayanam and Vyasa’s

Mahabharatha. Hence, his view had been that the Great
Rishies of our country, Valmiki and Vyasa, when they

gave specific informations, did not write from mere
Rama and Krishna as historical

imagination. He holds
been

personages of the country, whose activities have
made into beautiful poetry by these great sages. Basically,
the aim of the Seminar is only to sce what exactly were
the dates of some of the very eminent citizens of this
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country. We are deeply indebted to Prof. K. Srinivasy
Raghavan, for the preparation of the basic data and to hig
student Sri G. S. Seshagiri who had been working a lot on the

astronomical data.

Sri G. S. Sampath Iyengar and his able son, Srj
Seshagiri, an electronics engineer, are also participating in
the Seminar. More than a dozen eminent professors
and scholars worked for over two decades to show that
the past history, which was considered a mythology, was
in fact a reality. Sri V.G. Ramachandran, an cminent
lawyer of the Supreme Court of India, and a constitutional
expert, at this old age, has been travelling throughout
Tamil Nadu and lecturing about the ancient glory of
Tamil Nadu which existed 8,000 years ago. I heard his
lecture in the N.G.M’s College at Pollachi and recad his
series of articles published in the ‘“The Mail’” and only through
this I came into contact with him and I was able to get the
bug. The Seminar is the result of my meecting Prof. Srinivasa
Raghavan and the consequent correspondence I had with
the gentlemen of Bangalore. The introduction came through
the articles which appeared in the October and November
issues of ‘“ The Mail ” and should thank Mr. Rajan for
publishing them. He is the Editor of ““The Mail,”” and a well
known senior journalist of our State. Hence, in the last
two months, we had a Committee of Experts from various
fields, meeting and trying to evolve as to how to project
this idea and to see that the findings are examined by
experts and the truth well established. In olden days,
all the new Tamil works were placed in Sangams and if
only they were approved by the Sangam, they were
accepted. As there is no Sangam in existence now, I hope
the Seminar will take the place of the Sangam. So, in
the next two days, nearly forty-five to fifty —eminent
persons of the various Universities of South India and
colleges of Tamil Nadu who have registered themsclves
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as delegates, will be going in depth into these matters.
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are going into an era which
has become forgotten.

I read an interesting novel, the Source, which
dealt with the ancient history of the Jewish race. An
American researcher went to Arabia and researched in an
interesting way. He has combined the modern research
progress and the ancient history as far back as 3000 B. C.
Since my reading that book, I have a feeling that we should
do some enquiry into our ancient past, of not only the
existing land, but also that part of the land in the South
of Tamil Nadu called Kumari Kandam which got submerged
under the sea. Lot of valuable literature belonging to
Tamil Nadu was lost in Kumari Kandam and the infor-
mation now available is from Sangam literature and
Tholkappiam. These are the matters which scholars have
to establish and I do hope that, esteemed Vice-Chancellor
Sir, you will be able to persuade or try to get information
from the Satelite Centre of the U.S.A. or Russia about
the photographs they have taken about the Indian Ocean
and to enable us to se¢€ whether the old Lanka of Ravana,
between Madagascar and India, or of the land mass existing
below. These are the other matters which have to be gone

into detail after the Seminar. So, the delegates of the
will restrict themselves to fixing

Seminar, asl pointed out,
History of India, to

the important dates of the past
establish the history of Bharat as having been evolved even

from 8000 B.C. and to say that Tamil Language had a
grammatic level of excellence in 6000 B. C. which was the
date of Agasthya referred to in the Rig Veda. So these
are the matters which are of interest for the scholars and
I hope the young ladies gathered here will take interest
to delve not only in our modern books but also the
Puranas so that they may gather some information regard-

ing our past. In our country, Tamil and Sanskrit are the
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two ancient languages which have a holy tradition and vast
literature and both are alive and existing and because both
the languages are alive and existing, we are able to retrace
our hoary past. In addition, astronomical data helps us
to check up our past history and without it, we cannot
get additional information from the literature of these two
great languages, which were called the two eyes of
Lord Siva. So, with this, I do hope, in the next two days,
the eminent delegates who have come here will concentrate
on these problems and help us to revive the past glory
of our mother land. I have great pleasure, again, in
welcoming the Vice-Chancellor and in requesting him to

inaugurate the function.
N MAHALINGAM



Inaugural Address

It gives me great pleasure to inaugurate the Seminar
on ‘Astronomical Data as Aid to History’ jointly organised
by the Ethiraj College for Women and the Varalatru
Peravai. Thiru N. Mahalingam, Chairman of the Seminar
Committee has evinced keen interest In the organization of
this three-day Seminar by inviting some of the most dis-
tinguished and eminent astronomers and scholars like
Prof. K. Srinivasaraghavan, Dr. B. V. Raman, Prof. G. S.
Sampath Iyengar, Prof. V. G. Ramachandran, Dr. Avvai
Natarajan and others. I am happy to associate myself
with you all and thank Thiru Mahalingam and other members
of the Organizing Committee for inviting me to participate
in this evening’s function.

The meeting of world renowned astrologers and
scientists of astronomy with epigraphists to hold discussions
and arrive at certain conclusions regarding the utilisation
of astronomical data for re-writing Indian History, is indeed
an auspicious event, for, the scholars present here with their
astronomical imagination might forecast a bright future for



studies on inter-

the growth and development of these
seats of learning in

disciplinary approaches at the higher
India.

exemplifies the most imaginative and
analytical powers which have made it one 'of the most
remarkable triumphs of the human mind. With the Greeks,
the down-to-earth, every day utility of astronomy seem to
count for less than its speculative grandeur. The dignity
which they confer upon astronomy among the disciplines
reflects the scope and majesty of its subject-matter.

Astronomy

The Greek Philosophers, Plato and Aristotle pay
glowing tribute to the special worth of astronomy. In the
opening chapters of his Metaphysics, Aristotle associates
astronomical inquiry with the birth of philosophy. For
Plato, man’s intellectual relation to the heavens does more
than initiate philosophy. Man’s self-rule, his purity and
peace of soul, is at stake in that relation. Hence the
Greek philosopher Plato makes astronomy, a required part
of the curriculum for the education of rulers !

Immanuel Kant, the Great German Philosopher,
moralist and astronomer himself declares in a passage which
has become universally known, “‘fill the mind with ever
new and increasing admiration and awe, the oftener and
more steadily we reflect cn them : the starry heavens above
and the moral law within ’’ Astronomy with its view of a
countless multitude of worlds annihilates, as it were, my
importance as an animal creature ’, Morality ‘‘ elevates my
worth as an intelligence by my personality, in Which the
moral law reveals to me a life, independent of animality
and even of the whole sensible world .

Astronomy has connections with biology and psychology,
as well as with mathematics and physics. The obvious
fact that the sun supports terrestrial life —operating here
as a unique and indispensable cause-—occasions the inference



by Saint Thomas Aquianas that it may also operate as a
cause in the production of new species by spontaneous
generation from putrefying matter. This notion bears some
resemblance to the theory in contemporary genetics of the
effect of cosmic radiations upon gene mutations.

Speculations concerning celestial influences upon
psychological phenomena seem to cross the line between
astronomy and astrology.

¢ Mathematical physics > and ¢ Astro-physics ’— though
the phrases may be modern, the ancients recognised the
special character of these sciences which apply mathematics
to nature and which consult experience to choose among
hypothesis arising from different mathematical formulations.

Philosophers have grouped astronomy and music
too ! They say that music is rather the arithmetic of
harmonies, while astronomy is the geometry of motions.
So amazing are such relatedness of astronomy with other
exact sciences, that it baffles our imagination and quenches
our thirst for investigations at higher planes of living!

Man’s pulsating interest in the higher heavens 1is
perhaps as old as the beginning of his career as homo
sapiens on this planet.

The science of astronomy ( Jyotisa ), according to
Hindu nomenclature, is contained in the vast body of the
sacred Hindu literature particularly in the Vedas. It .is
affirmed that the ancient literatures of India gontam
numerous astronomical data in respect of events, in the

History of India.

If the astronomical data is used correctly by scho-
lars and if their interpretations are calculated with
scientific precision, then, their study will aid the historians
to recast the dates of important ancient events like the

9




dates of the Mahabarata and  the Ramayana wars,
Perhaps, archaeological discoveries coupled with documen-
ts made by foreign visitors in the

tary evidences of repor

past, may throw new insights.

We are now passing from the Nuclear Age to Solar

solar activity, solar energy, solar magnetism, solar-
solar physical studies and astro-

physical studies—these modern devices are bringing about
spectacular discoveries. It is for the scientists to put them

for right uses. Engineering knowledge and skill are of
the utmost importance in the construction of astrophysical
instruments. Electronics does play a significant role in the
advancement of these studies.

Age,
terrestrial relationships,

I have just outlined the paramount significance of

the study of astronomy with its allied disciplines. The
will throw new insights on

experts who are present here
success in their deliberations

crucial issues. I wish them
and hope that they will arouse a deeper and more reflec-

tive awareness of the significance of the theme under

study.
G. R. DAMODARAN
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Fundamental and
Vital aspects

Pror. K. SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

l wish to address you all on certain fundamental
and vital aspects of Astronomy and our ancient heritage
so as to help you in understanding the working papers
that have been prepared under my lead by G. S. Sampath
Iyengar, V.G. Ramachandran and G.S. Seshagiri. My
ardent youthful disciple G.S. Seshagiri has prepared
an excellent thesis on Vedanga Jyotisha which is the only real
yardstick to determine correctly the vast astronomical
data strewn in our epics. It 1is absolutely necessary to
establish that our epics are Itihasas 1i.e., narration of
events in the hoary past as they are of fact. This task
of re-establishing the value of Vedanga Jyothisha has arisen
since the westerners and Indians, who hung to their pigtails,
have dubbed the epics as mythologies on the ground that
the astronomical data therein do not stand the test of
western methods eg. the Bentley School. It was forgotten
that when Vyasa wrote the Mahabaratha, the science of
Vedanga Jyothisha was universally accepted and the astro-

11



nomical data recorded in the epics is as per the principles
laid down in Vedanga Jyothisha.

Vedic  Astronomy is one of the 32 Vedic Vidyas
( secret knowledge ).  The Brahmanas to a certain extent
give the key to the Rig Vedic Mantras.

[ shall narrate a few examples.

i) The thithies (30) have distinct names ( not as
we count now Prathama, Dwitheeya etc.) They are given
in a single Rik-Samgnyanam, Vigyanam, Sobanaha, Soba-
manah, Kalyanaha. Each thithi was sub-divided into 15
parts etc. and cach part had a specific name ( the above
Rik is now-a-days used as a blessing ).

ii) Again, the Nakshatras are named after Vedic
gods. Whenever the name of a Vedic God is mentioned
it means the corresponding  Nakshatra. The day was
divided into 27 nakshatras and each Nakshatra was divi-
ded into 4 parts, totalling 108 parts (and not into 360
degrees as we do now ). The sine table of Aryabhatta
is for this unit of angle which is equal to 3}°.

i) The day was divided into  4,32,000 units of
time ( mathra ). The Rig Veda contains 4,32,000 units of
sound. Vedic students are taught to repeat the Rig veda
in one siderial day. AIll Vedic Scholars chant with the
same speed. Time unit is impressed in the tongue of the
Vedic scholars, ( Kalvaitha Varam test for memory of
verses and time ). The most ancient Tamil Grammar
Tholkappium, even in the beginning defines Mathra, unit
of time, and says it should be learnt only from Vedic
Scholars.

The same code name of Nakshatras is adopted by
Valmiki, Vyasa, Vedanga Jyothisha. Thus as per
Valmiki, Sita was married on Bhaga day ( Uthara Phal-
guni Nakshatra ). Sita tells Rama that the day they

12



started for the forest was Brihaspathy day (Pushya
Nakshatra ). The preliminary ceremonies for the Maha
Bharatha War were done on Chakra Deivatham day
(Jyeshta day).

This research of mine, started in 1925 with
the guidance of Dr. R. Vaidyanathaswamy Iyer, for-
merly Professor of Mathematics, University of MADRAS,
took a definite shape in 1961. Many Sanskrit scholars
and professors of Astronomy helped me in the matter.
Then, a number of copies were prepared and sent round
to various scholars for their criticisms and suggestions. I
gave lectures on the date of Mahabharatha War in col-
leges and associations. My friend (late) G. Mahadeva
Iyer, took me to Swami Chinmyananda in 1968. Inspite
of his heavy programme, he spent more than two and a
half hours in reading through the manuscript of the Date of
Mahabaratha War. My friends helped me to print it in
September 1969. Copies were sent to various libraries
and interested scholars. Jagad Guru Sri Sankarachariya
of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam listened to my reading it
through. He blessed me and asked one of his disciples to
buy 24 copies of the book. He advised for a translation

of the same into Tamil.

During 1972-73, Prof. Kaveeshwar, Principal, Sans-
krit College, Indore gave a number of lectures on his
version of the date of the Maha Bharatha War. Swami
Chinmyananda told him about my book. There upon I
was invited to attend the Oriental Conference at Ujjain
University and deliver a lecture (in October 1973). At
the Seminar on the Date of Mahabharatha War, I clearly
proved my stand on Astronomical methods.

All these created a  stir among scholars and a
number of papers were published by archacologists, and
historians The Vidur Sewa Ashram, Vidur Kuti, Bijnor,

13



Dist. U. P. arranged for a Seminar in October 1975 and
called for papers on the Date of Mahabharatha War,
Sri  G. S. Sampath Iyengar, of Karnataka and his
son Chi. Seshagiri prepared a paper under my guidance
and sent it to Vidur Ashram. I attended the Seminar
and explained the paper for nearly 2} hours. It was that
paper which dealt with the subject on the basis of the
many Astronomical details available from the Mahabharat

Text. It was appraised by the judges as the best of the
30 papers sclected.

Great saints and scholars are of opinion that the
M. B. War* marks a definite change in the social, politi-
cal, economic, religious and literary history of Bharat. It
is therefore necessary that we should know the date of
the Mahabharatha War. Many attempts have been made
by European and Indian Scholars which can be classified
under three headings— Puranic Archaeological and Astro-
nomical. The original Puranas have been mutilated and
from the mutilated Puranas no definite date can be fixed.
The pure astronomical method has not been used by

scholars so far. What they call astronomical

is  mostly
puranic or historical.

Astronomy alone can fix the dates of the histori-
cal events correctly. Just as every moment has its own
unique horoscope, every horoscope has its own time of
incidence. This related sense of time and history was

adopted by the ancient Rishies of Bharathavarsha. The
Vedas, Ramayana and Mahabharatha

are evidences for
this historical sense in ancient

times. Even mnow, 10,000
years after Vaiwaswatha Manu, we, when performing any,
religious function, clearly state in our sankalpa the year
Ayana, Month, Thithi, Vara, Nakshatra, etc. of that

particular moment. Veda Vyasa has

clearly stated the
position of the planets also (horoscope) for every event.

* Mahabara!ha War -_—

14



From 1700 AD Western Scholars and the Indian Histo-
rians have neglected, either out of ignorance Of because
of their biased views, this aspect of the question.

In my book, the “Chronology of Ancient Bharath,”” I
have fixed the correct date of a good number of events
of Ancient History of Bharath, by adopting the methods
of Modern Astronomy. It must be noted that they are
consistant. The Heliacal rising of the Sun, the precession
of the Equinoxes, the horoscope of the event, Athimasa
in the Panchanga of M. B. days, technical Astronomical
terms etc., are some of the methods.

The Heliacal rising of the Sun was adopted by
Lokamanya Bala Gangadhar Tilak, and Jacobi for fixing
the age of the Vedas. They thus refuted the opinions
of many other scholars about the age of the Vedas.
The Heliacal method was known to our Rishies and the
method was used continuously during the ages. Varaha
Mihira in his Brihat Samhitha describes it in the very
first chapter.

The precession of the Equinoxes was adopted by
Prof. Sen Gupta.

The Horoscope method has not been used by
European or Indian Scholars in fixing the dates of
events. Some attempted the method, but found it im-
possible to fix the date and explained that the data were

interpolated and mot correct.

The Athimasa and the technical terms have becn
the rock on which many have knocked their heads and

cried in despair.

It is now my duty to lay before you the errors
committed by them and show that the data were not
interpolated but genuine. I propose to take them up,
one by one.

15



1. MR. BENTLEY : In his book on Hindu Astro-
nomy (1825 A.D.,) Mr. Bentley fixed the date of Kalj-
yugadhi on 17/18 February 3102 B. C‘. The‘p.urpose of
this book was toshow (i) that Kaliyugadhi is a myth,
(ii) that the Hindus learnt astronomy OTlly. from the
Greeks in the early centuries of the .Chrlstla.n era an.d
(iii) they invented the concept of Kaliyugadhi and a.ntl-
dated it to show that the Hindus were a very ancient
race. The basic facts on which Bentley proceeded were
two fundamental data of Ancient Hindu  Astronomy,
They were 1) about the beginning of the Kaliyuga, the
planets were together at the beginning of the zodiac.
2) The beginning of the Zodiac was the beginning of
Ashwini Nakshatra ( or Mesha Rasi).

I have shown in my book that he was wrong in
assuming Meshadhi as the beginning of the Zodiac and
that his Ahargana (the total number of days from
Kaliyugadhi to date) is also wrong. I have shown that
in those days Mid-Shravishta ( 300 degrees of the Modern
Indian Zodiac) was the initial point of the zodiac and
that the five planets, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus &
Mercury were at the initial point of the zodiac at about
5.a. m. on 10th January 3104 B. C.

But the Vedic Yuga (the [luni-solar year) began
with the Sun and moon at Midshravishta on Friday 28th
December 3101 B. C. All the Puranas reckon time in
Saptha Rishi cycles of 100 years and Kaliyuga era was
not brought into wuse till about 400 A. D. The Rishies
have given the relation between those two fundamental
eras. Kaliyuga began with the 76th year of the Magha
cycle of 100 years and the sun and the moon were at
Midshravishta at the beginning of both the eras. Hence,
it is easily reckoned that the Saptharishi era was started
on Friday 2Ist November 8576 B. C. It is clear that the
Sapta Rishi era was in vogue till 826 A. D. ( The
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states that the Kollam Andu was

fixed, by scholars gathered from all over Bharat ). It
was the beginning of the 9401th year of the Saptha
Rishi era and the cycle of hundred years was Sravishta
cycle. The Yudhishtra era, Jaya Bharatha era and Kali
era were later confused as they were not in constant
use. The other important €ra Was that of 556 B. C. of
Patali Putra emperor, who was a close friend and ally
of Cyrus the great of Persia ( Refer Cambridge Histo-
rical Series). It is now a forgotten era, as it was super-
seded by the Ujjain Vikram era of 56 B. C. still current

in Northern India.

Quilon Gazetteer

2. PROF. SEN GUPTA, a special Research Scholar of
the Calcutta University, devoted  his attention to the
precessional method of astronomical work for fixing the
date of the Mahabharatha War. Maha Rishi Veda Vyasa
has clearly stated that Bheeshma died at Midday on the
day following the winter Solstise (Utharayana——Rathasap-
thami ) and the day was Magha Sukla Ashtami, Rohini
Nakshatra (8th day of the bright fortnight in the Luni-

Solar month of Magha). His key point is the statement
of Varaha Mihira, that the interval between Udhishtira

and Saka eras is 2526 years. He took 78 A.D. as the
Saka era and concluded that the date of Mahabharatha

as 2449 B. C. Any reader can easily see his travail to
equate with Vyasa and Varaha, and his failure made him
lose his patience and exclaim that Vyasa was a bad
his statement is wrong. He tried methods
for correcting Vyasa and failed. If he had taken 556 B. C.
as the Saka Era, mentioned by Varaha, he would have
arrived at the correct date of the coronation of Yudhishtra as
Samrat (after Raja Suya) in 3082 B.C. I thank him heartily for
having paved the way for me to get at the correct date, cer-
tainly after a travail of many years. He ought not to have taken
the planetary positions given by Veda Vyasa and unnecessarily

astronomer and
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criticised the same without proper understanding and transla-
ting them.

3. DEWAN BAHADHUR L. D. SWAMIKKANNU PILLAI tried
to make a compromise between Mr. Bentley and the Siddhanta
astronomy of 500 A. D. He collected almost all data (beginning
of Zodiac, periods of planetary revolutions etc.) and after a
strenuous and laborious work of many years produced his
Ephemeris, whose results are almost correct for the period
1700 to 2000 A. D. He has given methods of finding the posi-
tions of a planet on any given date. He applied it to the horo-
scope of Rama, Krishna, Sankara, Vaigai Flood (Tamil Sangam
Poem) etc. and miserably failed because he assumed that these
events happened only in A. D. Years. Failing to find a correct
date, he corrected some and still failed. Then, in a fury he
explained that Vyasa, Rama, Krishna, etc., are only mytho-
logical and not real historical figures. I have, however, used his
tables to verify the results obtained by modern Astronomical
methods and found them helpful. He has used only one method,
the horoscope method.

4. Sr1 S.B. Roy: What Prof Roy calls Astronomical
has very little to do with Astronomy. His date 1432 B. C. is
obtained only from the mutilated Puranas, where Chandra
Gupta Morya is made a contemporary of Alexander. Mr. Bury,
an authority on Greek History, has clearly stated that
Alexander did not know of the River Ganges and the city of

Pataliputra. He was hunted out of India and was murdered in
the desert before he reached Babylon. This alteration in the
Puranes has swallowed nearly 1200 years of our ancient history.
His theory stands on a single greek letter in one of Asoka’s edicts,
which is disputed by historians. Even assuming it, we know
that Phoenecians borrowed their alphabets and numerals from
the Hindus and the Greeks in turn learnt them from the Phoene-

cians*
Let us now look at his application of the principles

« Encyclopedia Britanica
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of the precession of the equinoxes to this date already
pre-determined from his own  puranic versions.  He
proposes to put ‘‘the Sun and the Moon in the
witness box in the court of the stars’. He completely
ignores the other astronomical facts in his book, by
stating that Vyasa was ignorant of planetary astronomy.
He proceeds to fix the position of the winter solstice
( Utharayana-Ratha Sapthami ) following the Mahabharatha
War. He starts with the Jyeshta Amavasya before the
war, and asserts that the war began the very next day,
though all the internal evidence is against it. Sixty eight
(68 ) days later, at the time of Bheeshma’s death, he
finds the month is Pushya and not Magha, and the
Thithi is Tritheeya and not Ashtami. By quibbling with the
words of the text, he makes the traditional Bheeshmaashtamy,
thritheeya. He suppresses the Nakshatra of the day, which
Maha Rishi Veda Vyasa had clearly given to te Rohini.
( Shantiparva ch. 45 S1. 3). That is an evidence against him.
He forgets that Maha Bharata was recited to large audience
for three continuous generations by Vyasa and his disciples. If
there was any mistake, it would have been pointed out by
many of the actors in the MB and other Rishies. Many heroes
of Mahabharata were well versed in Astronomy, Krishna,
Karna, Bheeshma etc. When he finds that he fails in his acro-
batics, he changes the text and says that much of Vyasa’s
statement should be rejected, ( P—116).

5. SRI A. N. CHANDRA has done his work very well so
far as puranic information is concerned. But he has made a
simple mistake and missed the correct date of Mahabharatha
War. He states the statement of Sahadeva that Kali began on
the day Krishna died. Nowhere in the Puranas do we find a
Kail year. All-along up to 400 A.D. we find only Saptha
Rishi Era. The Kaliyuga mentioned by Sahadeva is Kali
( Dharma ) Yuga, which was delayed in its action by the pre-
sence of Sri Krishna and again by Sri Parikshit ( according to
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puranas ). Yet, in the end of the Vana Parva Hanuman’s state-
ment to Bheema, in the Udyoga Parva Krishna’s statement to
Karna, in the Adi Parva Vyasa’s statement to his mother, he
asserts that Kali ( Adharma ) Yuga had begun. In an astrono-
mical discussion, we should not rely on a statement like that
of Shahadeva for chronological purposes. Now, let us look at
the truth on Krishna’s death. Kali era and M. B War were not
related astronomical events. Rajasuya was performed 2526
years before the Saka era 556 B. C. i. e. Rajasuya and the
Samrat coronation of Yudhishtra took place in 3082 B. C. 15
years later, i. e. in 3067 B. C. the Mahabharatha War was
fought. All the Astronomical references of Vyasa satisfy the
positions of the planets in 3067 B. C. This can be verified by
Modern Astronomical methods or by the methods suggested
by Dewan Bahadur Swami Kannu pillai.

Astronomical Terms

i) Visakya : Scholars equate it with Visaka Nakshatra
which was originally called Radha and next was Anuradha. Visa-
kiya means cutting point i. e., the points of intersection of the
Sun’s path and the celestial equator i.e., the point of vernal equi-
nox and autumnal equinox. Now, Vyasa’s verses will be
meaningful to readers. Again, Rishies never called Nakshatras
by their name. They named them only by the presiding gods.

i) Pedayathe and Vakra Peedyatha : When an ecli-
pse occurs, even illiterate people perform Peeda Pariharam, to
avert the Peeda. Take a triad Asvini, Magha, Moola. If the
eclipse occurs in any one of them, the Peedapariharam must be
done by all those whose nakshatras are any one of these three.
Again, Saturn in Magha has direct peeda to Moola ( clock
wise ) and Vakra peeda to Aswini (anti clock wise ). The
same rule should be applied to all the nine triads  of the
Nakshatras. Now-a-days we call this Vedai. Dasa, bukthi,
etc., also depend on this triad principle.
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The Athimasa of Vyasa’s Days

The present system of Athimasa and Kshyamasa were
introduced by Varaha Mihira, when astrology based on the 12
constellations of the Zodiac became important.

During the days of Saptha Rishies, the yuga of five
Siderial years had two athimasas (Luni-Solar months) one at
the end of the third year and the other at the end of the fifth
year (normally). The year then began with the autumnal
equinox (Sarad ruthu) with Sun and Moon at Mid-Shravishta.
Later, during the days of Viswamithra the autumnal Equinox
begun with Sravana (due to precession of the equinoxes). But
the tropical year or bukika year began with Sarad Ruthu. This
necessitated a change in the Almanac. The Nakshatra system
alone was considered important. Hence, Viswamithra made the
following change. The Luni-Solar year (or the sacrif icial year)
began with the Sukla Prathama immediately following Autumnal
equinox. The year had twelve Luni-Solar months (beginning
with sukla Prathama and ending with Amavasya). Whenever a
thirteenth Amavasya came, that month following it was consi-
dered an Athimasa. 1 shall herein show the Athimasa from the
Rajasuya yaga to Bheeshma’s death. Next to the Saptharishie,
Viswamithra and Dheergathamus, Parasara, Vedavyasa were
very great astronomers of old. The description of the South
and North Polar skies and many others show their greatness. It
was they who wiped out the Dasyus from the soil of Bharat,

The following points may be noted.

i) 3082 B.C was the year of Rajasuya. During the
Rajasuya the Amavasya (New moon) was on Jyeshta, Moola
day, i.e., at 12 noon the sun and moon were at 241 degrees of
our present zodiac. According to the law of the precession of
the equinoxes, the vernal equinox was at 48.6 degrees, and the
autumnal equinox was at 228.6 degrees.

ii) During 12 lunations the sun moves 29.530 into 12
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equal to 354.3672 days. Therefore, the Amavasya goes back
every 12 lunations by 365.2564 mins 354.3672 equal to 10.89

days equal to 10.74 degrees.
iii) Since the first luni-solar month of the year was
Margasira, the Athimasa was Krithika.
iv) Now the first year begins with Rajasuya day.

Year

I

II

III

Iv

VI

VII

VIII

IX

241.00
10.74

230.26
10.74
219.52
29.13

248.65
10.74

237.91
10.74
227.17
29.13

256.30
10.74

245.56
10.74
234.82
10.74
224.08
29.13

253.21
10.74

242.47
10.74

231.73

Athimasas from the Rajasuya Year
Sun & Moon at

Athimasa

Athimasa

Athimasa



Athimasas from the Rajasuya Year (contd.)

Year Sun & Moon at
10.74
220.99
29.13 Athimasa
XI 250.12
10.74
XII 239.38
10.74
XIII 228.64
10.74
217.90
29.13 Athimasa
X1V 247.03 (Year of Hiding)
10.74
XV 236.29
10.74
225.55
29.13 Athimasa
XVI 254.68 (The year of M. B. War)
Amavasya ends 254.68
Two months : Margasira and Pushya 58.26
Beginning of Magha month - 312.94
Six Thithies 5.83

Magha Sukla Sapthami—Ratha Sapthami—Sun at 318.77

Next day Magha Sukla Ashtami Sun at 319.77 and Moon
at 319.77 plus Ninety minus 360 equal to 49.77 (Rohini
Nakshatra). This is Bheeshma Mukthi day. This is in complete
accord with Vyasa’s words—3067 B. C. Autumnal equinox
(Sarad Ruthu) 228.8.
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Year of Mahabharatha War

———

Dare Julian R Sun Rahuy
BC 3067 day Week day

Full Moon 28 Sep. 601473 Saturday — 6.51 210.32 220.55
Lunar Eclipse
New Moon 13 Oct. 601488 Sunday 0.25 224.89 219.74
Solar Eclipse

Full Moon 27 Oct. 601502 Sunday 0.99 239.16 218.93
This is the day of 3 thithies, with full moon Thithi suppressed.

New Moon 11 Nov. 601517 Monday 1.78 254.02 218.13
New Moon 11 Dec. 601547 Wednesday 3.31 283.15 216.52

35 years later — year of Yadawa Civil War

Date Julian
BC 3032 day “eek Day Sun  Rahu

New Moon 15 Oct. 614274 Thursday 4.695 227.61 262.30

New Moon 14 Nov. 614304 Saturday 6.225 256.74 260.69
Solar Eclipse

Full Moon 29 Nov. 614319 Saturday 6.995 271.31 259.89
Day of 3 thithies with Full Moon Thithi suppressed

New Moon 13 Dec. 614333 Sunday 0.765 285.87 259.08
New Moon 12-2-3031 614393 Thursday 4.215 344.13 258.28

Twelfth-February 3031 is day of Yadava Civil War
and destruction, 13th February 3031-Friday, Chaitra Sukla
Prathama Uthara Proshtapada Nakshatra, Sri Krishna ascen-

ded Heaven.

Conclusion

I have done my task in explaining the essentials
of Astronomy which will help us all in our deliberations at
this Seminar. I am 85 years old and have toiled on Vedic
astronomy and Chronology of Ancient Bharat for over fifty
years. 1 feel my task is not yet over, as there is a lot of mist in
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the horizon preventing the younger generation of Historians
and Indologists to grasp these truths, hypnotised as they have
been for long, (two centuries and more) by the untruths propa-
gated by Westeners as to our Ancient heritage. It is the duty of
all patriotic Indians to rescue the youth of this great country
from the mesmeric spell of the west. May be I may not live
long, but I shall rest greatly solaced and satisfied if in this
Seminar so well organised by a sincere patriotic Indian as Sri
N. Mahalingam, the torch of true knowledge is taken up by

this erudite congregation to be handed over, in turn, to future
generations of Bharatiyas.
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IX

The Cradle of Man

V. G. RAMACHANDRAN

It may be safely stated that it was Bharat that gave
birth to the first developed man Swayambu Manu a million
years ago. The earliest human record is acknowledged to be

the Rig Veda (6500 B. C.).

Rig Veda depicts the birth of Swayambu Manu many

many thousands of years ago in the Shiwalik range of Himalayas

on the banks of river Saraswathi. It was at Prethishtama

(Allahabad) that Vaivasvatha Manu, the law giver, reigned in
so early a time as 8576 B.C. What is more, in the battle of
Kurukshetra, (Mahabharata War) was fought in this region. It
was Bharat (Saptasindu area) that was the Cradle of man as
stated by the Rig Veda (which Veda is admittedly dated more
than 6500 B.C.) Recently, American scientists have stated (in
1976) that on a comparision of the genes of the ape and man,
sampled out from the Shiwalik range and also from Africa and
Mediterranean regions, it was found that the genes of the Apes
of the Shiwalik Range alone agreed with that of man. That
proved that even as per the doctrine of evolution, man evolved

from the Ape, only in India.
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The Harappa and Mohenjadaro excavation has proved
that it was the Tamils (Vysias and craftsmen not brahmins or
Kshatriyas) that built those cities far way back prior to 3000
B.C. earlier than the Mahabaratha War.

1. B. B. Chakravarthi’s work

Prof. B.B. Chakravarthy in his research treatise on the
““ Decipherment of the Indus Valley seals > (1976) adverts to
this and adds that the seals show Brahmi script and Tamil
language. This Indus Valley or Harappa Culture had also been
found extended to certain places South of Vindhyas, also in
Rajastan and Gujarat, all tending to show the pervasiveness of
our ancient Tamils who were also a seafaring Community.

2. Paradise Lost

Milton in his ¢ Paradise Lost > (Vide, Verity Edition 11th
Book) refers to the fall of Adam. Adam who had sinned felt
very sorry. The Lord in his Mercy directed Archangel Michael
to enthuse Adam that the Kingdom of God was wide, His glory
magnificent and that his Grace was certainly available to
Adam. Michael takes Adam to the top of the Hills and from
there shows the huge kingdom of God on earth, Samarkhand,
Russia, Agra, Lahore, etc—which mountain could this be
except the Himalayas. Adam the first man was thus located in
the Shiwalik range of Himalayas by Milton.

3. The Holy Bible

The Bible also refers to the three wisemen of the East
(India) who followed the star to the birth place of Jesus in
Jerusalem. This shows that wisdom originated from the East;
be it culled from the Vedas or the Bible or from Confucius of
China. Europeans got their moorings in knowledge only from
about the Christian era. Jesus was born only in the East. It
was the Bharatiyas that colonised Sumaria in 3000 B.C. and
established their culture and civilization for the first time.
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4. Arya Dharma

The Panis of the Rig Veda who committed the crime of

being ¢ un-arya’ in Dharma, having taken to blackmarketing,
slave trade and usury were banished by the community way back
prior to 6000 B.C. These Panis went west towards the Mediter-
ranean arcas and established colonies with Indian Culture,
These are the modern Phonecian’s ancestors. They knew seafar-
ing by going in Yachts. In fact sage Vasishta urged Bharatiyas to
go and spread our ancient Arya Dharma all over the Universe—
‘““ Kriyantu Visvam Aryam ’’. Arya is only ¢ Shreshta’ in
Dharma i.e. excellence in one’s own kula Dharma. Sage
Vasishta and his disciple are said to have gone on sea voyage
in 6000 B.C. towards European countries to establish our
Dharma. This explains the Wanderlust and colonisation of our
ly Bharatiyas which took them to Persia, Mediterranean
1tries, Germany and even to British Isles. Our Bharatiya

iture was thus established there and we see temples of Lord
shnu and Siva in some of these countries.

The term ¢ Arya ’ means only Dharma and not a race.
Al of us are Aryas (all Castes in the Hindu fold) so
ong as we keep to our Swadharma which is our Kula Dharma.
When these Aryas grew in numbers, they spread out West,
North, East and South. The latter waves of Aryas pushed
the earlier waves to the South. *Dhra’ in Dravida (e.g.
Dhravam, Dravakam ) means moving down. So, those that
moved South after crossing the Vindhyas were called Dravidas
and there were five groups called Pancha Dravidas. It was at
this stage that Sage Agastya improved the culture of our anci-
ents by giving them a nice Tamil language and Grammar.
The Western critics who were jealous of our ancestry wanted
to divide and rule us by inventing the canard of the two race
theory of ¢ Aryan’ and ‘Dravidian. ’

S. The Manjari Note

In a recent publication in Manjari ( Tamil Journal ) of
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January 1978 reference is made to the researches of P. N.
Oak whose article in Akhand Anand .. ... ( Gujarat ) speaks
wonderfully about how even in Great Britain a Community
called “Druid’ recited in their prayers Sivasamhita and
Vishnu Sahasranama, that the term ¢Druid’ means ‘good’
(note “ Arya’ is only Shreshta). In Italy in the Palace
walls Ramayana pictorials are sketched, in Europe the
Druids worshipped the Sun God just as the Aryas; both

Druids ( Dravidas) and Aryas were part of one community
from Rig Veda times ( 6500 B. C.).

All these show that our Bharatiya Heritage is very very
ancient dating back to even 10,000 years. In Grece and
Rome it was all much later. But in India high thinking and
low living of Bharatiyas were beacon-lights of culture way
back in 6500 B. C. i.e. 8500 years from now. If you find the
Arya way of life in European countries and you also find the
Tamil Culture spread out in far off Egypt, Africa, Mediter-
ranean countries and further in South East Asia e. g. Cambo-
dia, Thailand, Singapore, Malaya, Java, Sumatra, Indonesia,
Vietnam etc. as early as in 4000—2000 B. C, it will only show
the catholicity and universality of the outlook and colonisa-
tion spirit of our ancients. It was Sage Agastya who spear-
headed the spread of Tamil culture South of Vindyas and in
the West while it was Sage Koundnya who headed the Tamil
Mission in South Eastern countries. The temples and the
ancient records of these countries speak of this. The colonisa-
tion in European countries is well depicted in A. Kalyana
Raman’s two volume treatise called ‘Arya Tarangini’.

6. South India

Thus, it is apparent that our ancients had only indigenous
origin within India and that Bharat became the cradle of
human civilisation as early as 6500 B. C. It is to the glory
of the South that civilization took a firmer and finer tone in
South India as North India was always torn by wars, earth-

29



quakes, and floods. This explains the early flourishing civiliza-
tion of the Pandyas even in Ramayana times. The Epics written
in Sanskrit referred to the glory of the Tamils. Sanskrit and
Tamil were the two bright luminous eyes of our ancient

Bharat.

In Tholkappium (5500 B. C.) we have Sanskrit words
and so also Tamil words are found in Vedic literature. All
were Bharatiyas the northern brothers revelling in Sanskrit
while those of the South revelled in Tamil.

7. Savants of the East and the West
It is necessary to mention here that the so called Aryan
invasion of India in 1500 B. C. is a myth. This is mentioned by

our respected savants Swami Vivekananda, Aurobindo

Ghose and Kanchi Acharya. The Khetas of mediteranean coun-
tries are the ancient Kshatriyas of India. The Sumerians are
none but Soma-Aryans of India. To cite European Savants : —

a) Prof. Hekkal in his < History of Creation ’’ states
that Lemuria (Gondwana land) was the Cradle of human race.

b) Prof. Raleigh in his ¢ History of the World ’ said
““After the great deluge, the Indian human race first appeared.”’
¢) Topinard asserts “South India was the most ancient

part of South Asia.”

d) Sir Johan Ewans, President of British Association,
said, (1897) ¢ Man had his origin and development only in
South India.”

e) Scott Elliot in his book *‘ Lost Lemuria >’ observes
<« Most ancient civilisation of man was in South India—an
extension of which was the submerged land of Lemuria.

f) Sir T. W. Holderness in his work * The Great Indian
people ”’ (Ch. I page 28) speaks of the Indian Peninsular civi-

lisation as very great and ancient.
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g) Rev. Father Heras states ““ The Harappa Culture
started in the very dim past (‘about 5000 B. C.) from the
Cauvery basin and advanced along the west coast to Kathiawar
Sind and the Punjab and then moved to the near East and
Meditteranean under the sponsorship of the redoubtable
Tamils.”

h) Swami Vivekananda poignantly declared *“ what you
European pandits say about the Aryans sweeping down from
some foreign land snatching away the land of the aboriginees
and settling in India by exterminating them are all pure non-
sense, foolish talk, strange that our Indian scholars to say
“Amen”’ to them and all these monstrous lies are being taught
to our boys. This is very bad indeed.”

i) Dr. B. K. Mukherjee in his treatise on “ Hindu
Civilisation (Page 153) states ¢ Indian tradition knows of no
Aryan invasion from the North-East or from outside India. On
the other hand, it speaks of an Aila (Aryan) outflow, the ex-
pansion of Drihyus to the North-Western countries too.”’

j) Will Druant, the famous historian records that the
Hebraic features must now be considered as strictly Indian in

origin.”

k) The late A. Kalyanaramanin his * Arya Taran-
gini’’ states: ‘“ The Indo-Aryans were authochthanus to greater
Sapta Sindu ; the Persians should be considered a branch of the
great Arya Community who eventually broke away from the
parent fold to set up themselves in an adjacent land having
wedded themselves to a Schismatic faith wholly at variance
with Vedic Texts. Rig Veda refers to Persians as Parsus or

2

Parsuavas ..

The Zend Avesta of Parsees is far later in origin than
Rig Veda and concentrates on the one Sun God. Parsees are
anti-Somayagna and anti-Indra. Zend Avesta also refers to
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a Dasavathar of different type. All these show that Parseeg
are Indian Arya rebels.

) Weddel says in < Makers of Civilisation,”’ the Aryans
of India settled in Susa and they were called the Sumerians,
Soma (Moon) Worshippers are Sumerians. (Soma + Arya),
They spread their culture over the whole world.

The Danish Experts Expedition in 1961 carried out a
remarkable exploration in the Kuwait island of Falaka. The
expedition uncovered there a staging point, wharves, houses,
storeyards, etc. Among the ruins of these were found numerous
stealite seals of the same type as are found in Mohenjodaro
and in Urr in Mesopotamia. The Report explicitly asserts that
the race of civilised immigrants who came into Sumeria about
3000 B. C. hailed from East of the Persian Gulf (India). The
Danish Archaeologists hold that the incidence of the seals
make it almost certain that these intruders were none other
than the Indus Valley people whose adventurous trading com-
munities had emigrated to other lands to capture markets and

settled their surplus population on the model] followed by the
Phonecians round the Mediterraenean in historical times.”’

Sir Leonard Wolley thinks—(Vide Arya Tarangani PP.
112-113) that there should have been colonies of Indian trade.
agents settled in Urr, (Mesopotamia) Nippu, Babylon etc.
( where the Harappa type of seals are most common ). That
there should be overseas agents, at such a distance from the
Indus Valley bespeaks, in Wolley’s opinion, a flourishing mer-
cantile aristocracy in India with considerable sea-going facilities
and with large foreign interests as early as 3500-4000 B. C

8. The Epics

It is a great pity that our Indian historians were taken
in by the propoganda of Westerners. They tragically refer
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to the Aryan invasion of 1500 B. C. and the Dravidian intru-
sion in 2500 B. C. forgetting that there were no such separate
races as Arya and Dravida. There was only one Bharatiya
race inhabiting all over India, a cultured community whose
hoary tradition and culture date far back to 7000 B. C.
and even ecarlicr. To suggest that civilization was brought to
India by the Westerners is utter falsehood.

It is a pity that we do not know even our heritage, nor
do we care to know them. The Westerners, who ruled us, con-
ceived of a “ divide and rule policy ’ and so invented two
historical falsehoods. One was that in ancient India there
were only aboriginals and civilization came to us with the
advent of the foreigners in 2500 B. C. and 1500 B. C. These foreig-
ners were dubbed respectively as Dravidians and Aryans-a
concept which is historically untrue. Our History books even
after the advent of Independence, repeat the same false-hoods.
People cried hoarse in 1977 simply because a false scroll of
National History from 1950 secreted in a capsule was burried
far deep down the earth for the edification of posterity. Ten
thousand rupees and more was spent to unearth this capsule.
When we cry out for this recent capsule destruction, are we
not ashamed to keep in our history books and Tamil literature
books the old canard of the invasions of 2500 B. C. and 1500

B. C. yet alive ?

The Western Canards

It is my privilege to mention as to how these
canards are false, with facts and figures, based not on mere

surmises but on solid historical truths from unimpeachable

sources and documents. First, let me mention that our

Tamil Heritage had its origin from the date of Sage Agastya in
6500 B.C. It was Agastya who gave shape to Tamil as a delight-
ful language with a simple grammer called Agathyam. He was
the founder of the First Tamil Sangam located in the then
Pandyan Kingdom’s capital ‘Ten Mathura’ (South Madurai) on
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the banks of Pahruli river. The Pandyan Kingdom was then
west of modern Ceylon. This Sangam functioned till 4800 B. C.
when the deluge compelled the shifting of the capital to Kapa-
tapuram farther east. The second Tamil Sangam flourished
there till 2800 B. C. when another deluge submerged that city
and the surrounding land. The king had perforce to retreat into
peninsular end of South India with his Tamil subjects. Modern
Madura was chosen as the new capital, with the third Sangam

flourishing there till 500 B. C. with Nakkeerar as the
President.

The Agastya Grammar literature having been washed
away by the deluge, what we have now as the earliest Tamil
literature is Tholkappium, the second Grammar written by
Agastya’s disciple Tholkappiar. It is in Kalaviyal of Tholkap-
pium we have the erudite annotation (Urai) of Erayanar, who
gives a short history of the two earliar Sangams, their kings,
poets and their works. There, it is stated that among the
second Tamil Sangam members were Irundayyur Karunkozi,
(Qmpewsui smuBasrfl) Moosi (Gwrd) Vallur Kappian
(susireemi amr1Gweir ) Thirayan Maran ( Hewrwesr wryer ) and
Thuvarai Koman ( gisumr Garwmer ). The Tamil lexicon (1930)
Vol. IV page 1993 explains that ““Thuvarai’’ is ““Dwaraka’’ and
““Koman®> means ‘Lord” Thuvarai Koman is correctly identi-
fied as Lord Krishna, the Lord of Dwaraka. '

This is quite in keeping with the Bakthi Tamil songs of
the Yadhavas, Krishna’s Kinsmen and the great Tamil Hymns
of the Alwars who followed the Krishna Cult. So, then, this
takes us to Mahabharatha times (3100 B. C.) when Lord
Krishna took effective part in expounding the Geeta and also
in securing victory for the Pandavas over the evil hordes of
the Kauravas. The internal evidence in Vyasa Mahabharatha
as revealed by many astronomical data relating to Krishna’s
birth, Bhishma’s death, the date of the Mahabaratha war—all
disclose that Krishna was a historical figure and the War did
take place on 22nd November 3067 B. C. Lord Krishna was
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born on 27th July 3112 B.C. in Rohini Nakshatra. Even today,
we celebrate the Jayanthi of Sri Krishna and Sri Rama. The posi-
tions of the Stars, Planets, and the Equinoxes recorded by
Vyasa and Valmiki (themselves great astronomers) cannot be
doubted. These give us the date of Rama’s birth as 10th,

January 4439 B. C.

The Pandyas during Ramayana times

The question arises, since both Ramayana and Bhara-
tha are true histories, do they refer to the heritage of the
Tamils in any way ? Yes, they do refer in good detail and they
are quite irrefutable evidences of the hoary heritage of the

Tamils way back to 5000 B. C.

In Valmiki Ramayana, there is a clear recital of the
flourishing Pandya kingdom. The Pandyan king attended Dasa-
ratha’s Council when the issue of the crowning of Rama was
being discussed. Both Valmiki and Kamban refer to this. Both
also refer to Sugriva’s directions to Hanuman to proceed
quickly to Lanka in quest of Seetha without tarrying near
« Pothia Malai > (Pothia hills) where sage Agastya and his

disciplies were holding their Sangam.

Thus, Ramayana of Valmiki (4400 B. C. ) refers to the
existence of the Pandyan king and of the first Tamil Sangam
meeting in the presence of sage Agastya. This is indeed a
valuable evidence. It must be remembered that once there is
a Tamil Kingdom of Pandyas, thousands of years should have
elapsed for civilization of the Tamils to ripen into the esta-
blishment of orderly Government under a king. That takes
the Tamils farther back to 6000 B. C. and more.

The date of Ramayana is further strengthened by the
details given in the Sthalapurana of Sri Ranganatha Swami of
SriRangam. This Purana mentions that in or about 4000 B. C.
king Dharmaveera Chola promised Vibishana to build a temple
at the place where the Vimana carried so far by Vibishana as
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a present from Sri Rama got stuck up. The king also pPromise
that the Vigraha will face towards Vibishana’s Lanka so that
he could offer worship from there itself. It transpires that thi,
temple was renovated and rebuilt by a later Chola King Kj]j;-
valavan. The present Temple ( 1978 ) is a further later renova-
ted Temple. This Sthala puranic account approximately talljes
with the Valmiki's date of Rama as 4400 B. C. as culled from
the astronomical data. Truly recorded ancient Sthalapuranas
thus also serve as aids to History.

11. Tamils of Mahabaratha Time

Vyasa Mahabaratha relates that the Pandyan King atten-
ded Draupadi Swayamvara; the Pandavas were helped by the
Pandyan Chola and Chera armies in the great war. Further
more, Vyasa Baratha relates the following :

I That Krishna conquered Kapatapuram of the Pandyas.

19

That Sahadeva vanquished Chola, Pandya and Chera
kings before the Rajasuya Yaga.

3. Sri Krishna conquered the Pandyas in a war.
4. The Pandyan King fought Drona and was slain by
Aswathama.

N

Arjuna in his theerthayathras married Uloopi a Deccan
Naga princess and also Chitrangada, daughter of King
Chittarvahana Pandyan — whose capital was Manaloor
( near Madura ).

All these factors prove that the Tamils had a high
ancient heritage and an enviable civilization during Maha-
baratha times. It was equally so during the Sri Rama - Ravana

days (i.e. 4400 B. C.)
12. Ravana’s Lanka

I must now take you to the - true history of Ravana a
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good Tamil and an excellent Sivabaktha. Ravana’s ancestors
were driven South from North of Vindhyas and perforce they
had to retreat far South and found an empire in the Old Tami-
lagam which extended, as already stated, from West of
Modern Lanka upto the western edge of Madagascar near
Africa. When Ravana attained high prowess by severe penance
to Lord Siva, he sought to retrieve his lost territory in India
north of Vindhyas. But the powerfull king Karthaveerya
Arjuna ( sriggseiflw oigg=er ) defeated him and drove him
south. There also, he was defeated by King Vali (Modern Kar-
nataka—Mysore). Thence, further south, the Pandyan king gave
stiff battle, aided and blessed, as they were, by Sage Agastya. It
is said in Ancient Tamil literature that Agastya invited Ravana
to a musical ‘Yaz’ contest in which the latter was vanquished
and so he had to retreat back to Lanka (Old Ravana’s Lanka
500 Miles west of Modern Ceylon)—History records that Agastya
was honoured by Ravana with a hermitage in Lanka itself. Ra-
vana, Maricha and others spoke Tamil and also Sanskrit. They
were Tamilians; Ravana was a Brahmin with Rakshasa powers
and habits. When Valmiki describes Maricha’s wail to Ravana,
when the latter asked him to take a deer’s shape to entice
Rama away, he says * Oh Ravana, I am afraid of even the firsl.
letter ‘Ra’ in Rama >’ So, Valmiki uses the phrase ‘‘Rakaarethi
nee’’ There is no such usage in Sanskrit where the usage in Gram-
mar would only be ° Raepathi nee’. Research Scholars say tl‘ml
this is proof enough to show that Valmiki kne\y Tamll.r In tuct‘
Professor K. Srinivasa Raghavan in his work ¢ Chronology ot
Ancient India-the heritage of Tamils,” adverts to. a}l these
and asserts Yalmiki was a member of the first ".Fannl‘Sang;)lm.
Also, the poet refers to Kapatapuram as the cupmu o't thc‘l an-
dyas. The poet says further that Hanumun.spoke fn Fu?ml to
Sugriva and that Sri Rama knew both Tamil and Sanskrit.

13. Islamic Lore - |
The grand ancient heritage of the Famil is high - lighted
terature as spoken to by Dr. Mustapha,

even in Islamic ancient li 5P ‘ Muent
editor of * Courier’ and the Chicf Editor of the Famil Nadu
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§rate Tamil Development Publications °

(o Prophet Mohamed ( who spoke Urdy )
older prophets many of whom spoke T
in Ceylon, that Adam, the first m
spoke only Tamil. Adam’s speak in Ceylon is

He states thay prior

there were elevan
amil and were residents
AN, was born there and he

. . Ty 4 concrete pl'()()].
of the ancient Tamilian Adam.

Subsequent Epigraphic Proof for the War of 3067 B. C.

used for fixing the date of Mahabaratha War in 3067 B. C.
greatly supported and corroborated by Epigraphic evidence.

to

The astronomical data that Prof. K | Srinivasa Raghavan

1S

Aihole Inscription of Pulikesi IJ (Mysore)

Hissa Borla Inscription of Devasena (in Akola) comple-
tely corroborates the Aihole Inscription fixing the date
of Mahabharatha War in 3100 B C.

The Nidhanpur Inscription (590 A D.) by Bhaskara
Varma who refers to his forebear Baghdatta (King of
Assam) who was killed in the Mahabharatha War. Bhas-
kara Varma lived 3,700 vears after Bhagadatta
3700 B. C.-590 A, D. -— 3110.

The Jaswalmir lascription of Hanuman Temple in Rajas-
than referred to in A.N. Chandra’s “The Date of Kuruk-
shetra War’’ pp. 94-95. The inscription refers to the
consecration of the temple in the year ending 4898 after
the accession of Yudhishtra to the Hasthinapura throne.
The Inscription is of 1796 A.D. So, the date of Yudhish-
tara Era was in the region of 3102 B. C.

The most clinching evidence is the Janmejaya Copper
Plate Gift Inscription of 3012 B. C. Janmejaya is
Arjuna’s great grandson and he endows the gift of land
for the temple of Sri Sita and Sri Rama on the banks of
Tungabadra.

The Emperor Janmejaya inscription finds authenli'c men-
tion in the ‘‘Indian Antiquerry’ pp 333-334 and 1s cited
also in Kota Venkatachalam's ‘‘Ancient Hindu History™
Part 1 pages 13 to 15.
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IIX

Ancient Heritage of Tamils

V. G. RAMACHANDRAN

That the age of the first Tamil Sangam was from 6500—
4800 B.C. and that of the 2nd Sangam 4800-2800 B.C. and of

the 3rd from 2800-500 B.C. have been substantiated by histo-
rical data and evidence. Infact the ancient heritage of the

Tamils extended upto 800 years ago, when our brave forbears
colonised lands in far away Mesopotamia, Egypt, South Africa

and Parts of Europe in the West and further extended their
caltural contacts in South East Asian islands and in the east

upto China and Japan.

The ancient excellent tracts of our Tamil ancestors, their
enterprise, catholocity, high thinking, low living, their
achievements etc. make us feel ashamed of our present
docile achievement—less humdrum existence. We ponder and
pose the query: ‘“ where is that great Tamilian of old ? Has

he disappeared altogether 77
Have we not evidence that the ancient Cholas discovered
South America, long before Columbus did it and that the Inca

Sun Worshippers of Peru are none but the descendants of “‘our
Chola ancestors” (vide Neelakanta Sastri-History of S. India
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and M. Monohan’s ““Cholas in America 1976"" —pp 11-20). The
Incas had their Temple of the Sun God in Cizo (Peru) much
like the one in Konarak in  Orissa built by the Cholas. The
Chola Chieftains (Incas) of America styled themselves as
-« Raghukula Manickam ''. This shows that they belonged to
the Raghuvamsa of Sri Rama whose ancestor Sibi Chakravarthi
is well described in ancient Tamil literature as the Chola king
Sembian. This takes us to a very relevant inference that the
ancestors of Dasaratha are as much the ancestors of the
Tamils. One other ancestor of Sri Rama, Musu Kunthan, 1s
none other than the Musu Kuntha Chola in ancient Tamil his-
tory. This Musu Kunthan’s reign was during the second Tamil
Sangam age 4800-2800 B.C.

The Matsya and Vishnupurana refer to Sri Rama as
belonging to the Tamil Clan of Cholas who in fact belonged to
the Surya Kula dynasty. Sri Rama knew both Tamil and
Sanskrit and so could understand easily Hanuman’s Tamil con-
versation. All this demonstrably strengthen our dictum that
the Bharatiya people were only of one race. The Sanskrit and
Tamil segments of that one race has been needlessly and mis-
chievously dubbed as Arya-Dravida races by our erstwhile
Western rulers. The Tamils were only Indigenous Bharatiyas
and not migrants from Mesapotomia. This is more
specifically clear from Rev. Father Heras’ study of the
Harappa—Mohenjodaro seals. He records it all pithily
thus in the Journal of Indian History Vol. XVI. Part I.
< After the study of the above 1800 inscriptions which
upto now have been deciphered by the present writer it is easy
to realise that the wave of migrants of the Mediterranean race,
which was supposed to have been from West to East, must now
be finally settled as having taken place in the opposite direction
i.e. East to West. The development of Mohenjodaro script, the
religion of these two countries and that of Egypt, the titles of
Kings, the number of Zodiacal Constellations among the Proto-
Indian people and the relative position of these constellations,
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the changing of the Proto—Indian constellations of the H:

(Yal) for Tarus (the Bull) which might have taken i, ‘Hdl.'p
Sumer the tradition of ancient People of Mesapotomia :)e::ted ]3
by Berosus, the parallel by biblical account in Genres?s
(as to sacramental bath, offerings, fire ceremony, monthl an~d‘
periodical religious festivals etc.) all point to the ’same co)xlwlu-
sion that the migration of the Mediterranean race commenced
from India and extended through South Mesapotomia, and
northern Africa, spread through Crete, Cyprus, Greece, ,Italy
and Spain and across the Pyrennes reached Central Europe and

the Bri_tish Isles *’.

The Rigvedic Rudra of the Aryas is none other than
Lord Siva of the Tamils. We had referred to the origin of
Tamil language as having been due to the creative genius of
Sage Agastya. There is the Kandapurana legend that it was
Lord Siva who directed Agasthya to proceed to the Vindyas to
balance the disastrous land-tilt and to protect the Tamils. So
it was that the Tamils had special veneration for Lord Siva.
Sir John Marshall in his Preface to ““Mohenjodaro and the
Indus Civilization’ says: ““Among the many revelations
that Mohenjodaro and Harappa have had in store for
us, none perhaps is more remarkable than this discovery that
Saivism has a history going back to the Chalcolithic age or
perhaps even further still, and it thus takes its place as the

most ancient living faith in the world ™.

bserves in his book Indian Primitive Chri-
the religion of Siva was spread
e Tamils before the Phoene-

Arthur Lilie o
stianity, <“Col. Todd believes that

abroad at a very early age by th
cians came in with their Baal working .....Paterson, af erudite

orientalist wrote that in the Asjatic researches the doctrine of
Siva’s seems to have extended themselves over the greatest
portion of mankind. They spread amongst remote nations who
were ignorant of the origin and meaning of the rites they adop-
ted. This ignorance may be considered as the cause of the mix-
ture and confusion of images and acterised
mythology of ancient Greeks and Romans.”’

1deas which char
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The so called Aryan invasion of India in 1500 1s false
and that the Aryans were always in India from a period earlier
to Rig Veda times (6500 B. C.) The Rig Veda refers to a war
between the Aryan King Sudas and un-Aryan (not non-Aryan)
ten kings helped by Dasyus, Asuras, Panis etc. in 7000 B. C.
Dr. Rajamanickam Pillai in his book (1962) ‘‘Mohenjodaro
““or Indus valley civilization® prefers to call Dasyus as the
black Dravidians that the Aryans massacred them all in Mohen-
Jodaro (city of the dead). On the face of it, this narration is
ludicrously an anachronism. How could Aryans who are said
to have invaded India in 1500 B. C. have fought a war with
Dravidas in 7000 B. C. Dr. Rajamanickam’s thesis is that the
Tamils were always resident in India. That is true as it is our
thesis also that the heritage of the Tamils dates back to more
than 8000 years. Dr. Rajamanickam’s view is best countered by
the brilliant dessertation of Prof. K. Srinivasa Raghavan,
Chronology of Ancient India wherein he states : ““during 7500
to 7000 B. C. the Aryan culture and the Aryan way of life was
established all over Bharat. The non-conformists were driven
out of Bharat or driven away into the wild mountain forests.
But sporadic war continued among the Surya Vamsa Kings and
the Chandra Vamsa kings because of their land hunger. It was

about 7200 B. C. that the Battle of the 10 Kings described in
the Rig Veda was fought’’.

““‘Oriental scholars describe it as a battle between the
Aryan and Dasyu kings. It is not so, but it was a great battle
between Sudas (39th from Vaivasvatha Manu), King of Tritus
of the Bharata clan and Ten United Kings, five of whom belon-
ged to the five tribes of the sons of Yayathi. Purukutsa, 24th of
the lkshvaku line, was killed by Sudas in this great battle. The
enemies were routed, and Sudas became a very great Emperor
and ruled over the whole of Aryavarta.”

Thus, it would appear that the war was not against
Dasyus (un-Aryas i. ¢., not conforming to Arya Dharma) but
against the Ten Kings. Dr. Rajamanickam confuses it all by
dubbing Dasyus with the caption of Dravidas or Tamils. The
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Tamils were nowhere in the picture in that War. The scene of
War was not Mohenjodaro at all but in the place ruled by
Yayathi’s sons.

. The hoary past of the Tamils cannot be doubted. There
Is much truth in Shri P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar’s dictum.

Cadyi sllypssLar ey waasi
LB Y. o wasHea o wsser

The Tamils were not only the most early citizens of Bharat
but were the most ancient of mankind itself. The cradle
of man was only Bharat and the cradle of civilization was

South India where alone Bharatiya culture could be well nur-
tured fostered and developed. The Northen part of India was

unsuited for this as it was subject to earthquakes, floods, de-
luge and constant wars. The Tamils owe it to sage Agastya for
welding them all into a civilised community. As Silapathi-
karam (11-5-) mentions, the tribal Tamils were in the Kumari
mountains in a semi-civilised State, belonging as they did to
the clan of Gandharvas of the Dhruyu race (son of Yathi of Lunar
Dynasty). These tribes were divided into four groups according
to the Musical instruments they used.
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Prof K. Srinivasa Raghavan adds that their dialect was a
corrupt form of the Yadhava language. So, sage Agastya con-
ceived of the idea of colonising the Kumari Kandam with many
enterprising families of the Yadava groups. Hence, eighteen clans
of Yadavas became the early settlers ( uflodarewr Geuafli ) the
18 clan settlers who in 6500 B C. sailed from Dwaraka to
colonise the vally of River Pahruli.

The Tamils thus grew in population and formed their
own Governments. Their land was originally ¢ Tamilagam °, but,
after the deluge, they hastened to the Cauvery basin and
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manned the area from ‘¢ Vengadam to Kumari ”’ (Cape

Comorin).

Thus. we see the Tamil segment of the Bharatiyas are a
good enterprising and civilized counterpart to their northen
brothers of the Sanskritic segment. Often, the Tamil Kings—
Cholas and Pandyas were able to occupy by conquest areas in
the Himalayan region. One pass, in Sikkim, is called the
“«Crolapass’’ indicative of the presence of Cholas in that area.
This most wonderful hertiage of the Tamils and of the other
Bharatiyas of the north, clearly denote a wholesome integrated

Indian culture.

Apart from the Agasthya episode and the Tholkappium
literature, we have to rely upon the most valuable evidence in
the two epics Ramayana of Sage Valmiki and Mahabaratha of
Vyasa Baghawan. It is only with the help of astronomical data
in the epics that we can fix the age of the Ramayana period as
4400 B C. and of the Mahabaratha war as of 3067 B. C. As
these epics clearly mention the existence of the ancient Tamil
Pandya Kings and of their capitals in the then Temilagam, we
could safely say that the Tamil civilization extended further
back than 4400 B. C. The Rig Veda being of 8000 B C. and
since it specifically mentions of Sage Agastya as the master of
two grammars (Sanskrit and Tamil) and since it also contains
Tamil words Nir as Neera, Pazham as Phala etc. it is reason-
able to conclude that the Tamils existed even prior to 6000 B. C.
This in effect leads us to the conclusion that the Tamil civilisa-
tion is certainly at least 8000 years old from now.

All this reasoning is sought to be shattered by the
Western colonialists who were more eager to assert their so
called superior and more ancient civilisation. So, they ques-
tioned the astronomical data in the epics as erroneous forget-
ting those dates were as per the Vedanga Jyothisha which alone
served as the Yardstick to discern astronomical data of the
Epic period. Mr. Bentley abrogated to himself superior know-
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ledge, declared that the Epic data were all erroneous if not
spurious.

The mistakes of the Bentley school of astronomy

It is necessary here to shortly state how British astrono-
mers like Bentley made gross miscalculations as to the astrono-
mical data furnished in the Indian epics. As expounded clearly
by Prof. K. Srinivasa Raghavan, “according to Indian Tradi-
tion Astronomical Kaliyuga began with the five planetg
together at the initial point of the Zodiac. But Bentley showed
that they were disposed as follows : Sun 351" : Moon 355° :
Mercury 318 ; Venus 23° : Mars 3407 ; Jupiter 8° ; and Saturn
332°. On this erroneous basis he fixed the date of Kaliyugaathi
as 18th February 3102 B. C. and then worked out the position
of planets on that day by modern astronomical methods. He
forgot that the Indian traditional method of calculation was
based:

(a) on a Vedic Yuga of 5 years as per Vedanga Jyothi-
sha Texts which always begins with the Samvatsara on Magha
Shukla Prathama. But Bentley and other Western Chronologists
took Meshadi as the beginning of the then Sidereal years ;

b) the first Kali Year ( 18-2-3102 B. C. )is seen to be
Anuvatsara, the 4th Year of the 5year Yuga of Vedanga
Jyothisha. Hence the Yuga began 2 years later with the Magha
Sukla Prathama on Friday 28th December 3101 B. C This was
Bentley’s second error.

(¢) Moreover, the Astronomical Kali Yuga began on
Magha Sukhla Prathama Sunday I1th January 3104 B. C. ( 26
lunations before 1823102 B.C.) because at S P. M. on
Sunday 10th January 3104 B. C. the 5 planets Mercury, Venus,
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn were at 300 { MidShravishta—The
initial point of the Zodiac of Vedanga Jyothisha) with the
Sun and Moon at 314°.
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Mr. Bentley who laboriously worked out the positions of
the planets from 18.2.3102 B C. to 1800 A. D. to prove that
Indian Tradition was false. failed to go back by 26 lunations
Had he done so, he would have recognised the truth and
correctness of the traditional statement

With the erroneous fixation of the Kali Era by Bentley
the calculations as to the date of Mahabharata also became
erroneous and so the Bentley school opined that the astronomi-
cal data in the two epics cannot at all be true. So, the Epics
were dubbed as false If the Indian Treditional method was

applied by Bentley the truth of the data would have been too
clear.

Prof K. Srinivasaraghavan also lays bare how the L D.
Swami Kannu Pillai’s deductions in his ‘““/ndian Ephemerals™
cannot be accepted.

Agasthya’s contribution

[t was sage Agasthya (6500 B C) who welded the
various tribes of the South of Vindhyas into a homogeneous
body as the Tamils. It was he who produced the first Tamil
Grammar Agathyam that is now extinct. The hoary Tamil
literature prior to 2800 B C. were all washed away by the
deluge that sank the greater portion of Tamilagam. The
Tholkappiam, the second Grammar in Tamil. written by
Tholkappiar, a disciple of Agasthya, is as old as 2500 B. C.
It is based on an earlier Sanskrit Grammar Indrium. This is
clearly referred to by Sri Ganesayyar’s preface to his edition
of Tholkappium. It was King Mahakeerthi Pandyan who
presided over the Arangetram of Tholkappium. This Pandyan
King reigned only about 2300 B. C. or so.

The Telugus

The Telegus, the Kannadigas and the Malayalees are the
other Southern ancients. The earliest work extent in Telugu is
the Bharat of Nannayyabatta, the Court poet of the Chalukya
King Raja Raja (1023-63 A. D.) He is considered as the first
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poet in that language. As pointed out in the “History of Kan-
nada Literature” by R. Narasimhachariar on page 10 of
““ Poetical Inscriptions of an earlier period have been found
such as those of the eastern Chalukya King Gunaga—Vijaya-
ditya (844-888 A. D.) in Ongole Taluq and the Pillar Inscription
at Bezwada of the Eastern Chalukya King Yuddhamalla who
ruled in the early part of the 10th century. That Nannayya
Bhatta also happens to be the first grammarian of the Telugu
language and grammar presupposes the existence of previous
literature.”” So, we may infer that Telugu was spoken even
carlier, say just before the Christian Era began.

Malayalam

Sri R. Narasimhacharya points out ¢ with regard to
Malayalam literature, the Scholars of that language, say upto
the 10th century, the language of Kerala was ‘Sendamil’ i. e.
pure Tamil omitting Manipravalam works, Ramacharitam of
Sri Rama, a Travancore King of the 13th Century, is the earliest
work in Malayalam literature. Tunjattu Elluthatchan of the
16th century is considered as the father of modern classical

literature in Malayalam.”

It may be noted that the early Cheras ( Kerala people )
spoke pure Tamil. The Great classic ‘Silappadikaram’ in Tamil
was the work of the Chera King Senguttuvan’s younger bro-
ther, Illango Adigal. Strangely enough it was a foreigner
Dr. Gundert who wrote the first Malayalam Grammar.

Later days saw the rapid growth of Malayalam which
took in many Sanskrit words. The influence of Sanskrit was
great, Vi-sa-vis, the Southern languages such as Telugu, Malaya-
lam and Kanarese. Tamil always kept up its separate identity
and was verily the younger sister of Sanskrit. If Sanskrit was
10000 years old, Tamil is now 8000 years old.
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Kanarease

The literature of Kannada is ofcourse of greater anti-
quity than Telugu or Malayalam. The earliest Kannada w.ork
is a treatise on poetics called < Kavi Raja Marga ’ by Nripa-
tunga or Amoghavarsha, the Rashtrakuta King who ruled
from 815 to 877 A. D. This king wrote also a Sanskrit work
called Prasnottaramala. Originally, Kannada had many Tamil
words. Jayamkondar ( 11th Century A. D.)says that it was
later a mixture of Tamil and Telugu. The scriptfor Kanarease
is the same as in Telugu. It has latterly taken in many Sans-
krit words. The Hal Kannada (Old Kannada) was largely akin
to Tamil. The New Kannada is now more Sanskritic with
Telugu influence also. Kannada inscriptions made their appea-

rance from the 5th century A. D. e. g. Chickmagalur, Sravana
Belgola, and Kodur inscriptions,

Hoary History of Mysore

May be Kanarease literature had its birth in the Christian
Era. But Mysore State is the ancient preserver of our heritage.
As pointed out by G. R. Josyer (pp. 5-7) in his History of
Mysore ‘“‘part of the immortal Ramayana episode is laid in
Mysore’’. Mysore was originally the kingdom of Vali. Sri Rama
made friends with Vali’s brother Sugriva at Kodur. It was
with Hanuman and Sugriva’s help that he vanquished Ravana.
The Epic event of Agastya Rishi killing the demon brothers
Vatapi and Ilwala, was in Nelamangala in Bangalore District.
It was in Melur that sage Kanva’s Ashram was situated. It was
there that King Dushyanta married Sakuntala. The Parasu-
rama episode was associated with many spots in Mysore State.
Parasurama’s father Jamadagni had his habitat at Sorab. The
temple of Renuka, is at Chandragutti. Kartaveerya Arjuna
was slain by Parasurama near Kolar. Hiremagalur in Kodur
District Commemorates the valour of Parasurama.

During the Mahabaratha period, the Pandavas spent
their exile period in Shimoga. It is stated that Arjuna married
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Chitrangada, daughter of King of Manipura near Chamaraj
Nagar. Later, coming that way, with the sacrificial horse before
the Aswamedha Yaga, his unknown son, Babru Vahana cap-
tured that horse and gave him (Arjuna) fight. Arjuna’s great
grandson Janamejaya, to whom the Mahabaratha was recited,
is said to have performed his serpent sacrifice at Hiremaga-
lur in Kodur District.

Thus, of all states, Mysore has the privilege of having
been the place of ancient History from the Pre-Ramayana
times. 1t is a state of plenty, peace, culture and happiness.
Mother Cauvery’s blessings on Mysore State mark a golden
chapter in the history of India.

Need for an Oceanic Exploration

For the doubting Thomasses, it is best if some produc-
tive attempts are made in further research on the lines indi-
cated below:

1. the first and 2nd Sangam literature (6000 B. C.
2800 B. C));

2. the Genealogical table and Heirarchy of the
Pandya, Chera, Chola Kings from 5000 B. C. upto the British
conquest of India ;

3. the existence of the submerged Lemuria or
Tamilagam which would help in the reconstruction of the Tamil
Ancient Homeland, Ravana’s Lanka etc.

This is certainly possible if only the Government of
India is persuaded by the Tamil Nadu Government to have an
oceanic expedition in the area west of modern Ceylon upto
Africa. With modern facilities as satelite survey etc. the sub-
merged land may be located, its features examined, ruins of
our ancient civilisation rediscovered etc. May be oil wells also
are there which will help Indian Economy very much.
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IV

Astronomical Tools

The stars are seasonal and can be seen at a standard time
on the earth in different seasons. The Chart given in this
chapter seeks to present quick vision of earth’s distinct

neighbours and their movements. The chart can be divided
into two :

1. The Vedic seers had fixed 27 stars and the longitude
was started from O° Mesha and this was known as Sidereal
year. They used to mark the moving tropical year also so that
longitude also begin from O°. The position of this tropical year
is shown on the fig. the Enpglish equivalent of Mesha etc. are
given in the Bands.

2. Explanation for Bands from a to f.

a. Hour band. All the 27 fixed stars that will rise and
set every day is divided into 24 equal parts 1i.e. 24 hours per
day.

b. Shows the tropical month from Madhu equal to March
21st etc. They are all moving months as per seasons. The pre-
sent tropical O° longitude is shown in Meena Rasi.
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C. There are 12 permanent constellations equal to 27 Naks-
hatras used by Vedic seers known as sidereal months equal 30°.

This is based on s_tar with Sun.

d. Cycle of Rahu and Kethu i. e., the nodes formed by
the Moon path with ecliptic. This band is divided into 18.6

parts then each into 12 equal parts.

e & f. The ecliptic is divided into 27 equal parts and
each Nakshatra into four padas,

g. This shows the five year Yuga Panchanga Luni—Solar
system. S. P. equal to Shukla prathama KP = Krishna Prat-
hama. Sun in Dhanista is the starting point of Yuga system.
Adhi masa is added once in 3 years and two years.

How to use the chart

If the dialling system is introduced it is very easy to find
out all the stars including the tropical year, and eclipses, but
on this plain paper without the dialling system one position
alone is possible to show. Band gives the position of Rahu and
Kethu every month and thereby its periods of revolution along
the ecliptic once in 18.6 years. To know an eclipse, see if you
find Rahu Kethu points just below them in bandg. Find out
there is an SP or KP. If there is an SP then it is solar eclipse, if
there is KP then it is a lunar eclipse in that month. This
eclipse, with the Moon—Sun—-and— Earth in the same
position, repeat once in 18 years 11 days 8 hours. The name of
any of the year in five year Yuga can be found out and
accordingly that line is selected considered from mid point of
Shravasta at the starting point, Samvatsara being the first year
of the Yuga. This proves that during Mahabharatha war we had
two eclipses in the same month as Vyasa puts it.

In the present band position it is indicating the star with
sun at 12 noon on March 21st, hence stars at zenith at different
times or places. Similarly, for other months. If a reverse
process is followed we can find time seeing the Zenith star and
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star with the sun on March 21st. This proves that during
Mahabharatha war vernal equinox was at 48° and during
Ramayana vernal equinox was at 68°.

a. How to find Thithi and Nakshatra

The Sun was at r (vernal equinox) at 11.30 A. M. LS.T.
on 21st March 75 The Aswinyadi of Government of India is 180°
exactly opposite to (Spica) Chitra Nakshatra and is therefore
23° 23t East of r. But the true position of Aswinyadi is 21° 37
East of r (correction is 1° 46!).

The Position of the Sun and the Moon at O G. M. T,
or 530 A M. IST

Government of According to

Date Ephemeris India K.S. Raghavan

1975
March Sun Moon Sun Moon Sun Moon

21  359° 451 91° 48' 336° 22t 68° 24" 338° 08! 70° 11!
2 0° 45" 105° 32t 337° 22! 82° 09! 339° 08! 83° 55!
3 1° 44" 119° 41' 338° 21t 96° 18" 340° 07" 98° 04!

Now what is the Thithi at any moment ? Find the differ-
ence of the longitude of the Moon and sun and divide by 12
and count 1, 2, 3 etc. What is the Nakshatra at any moment ?
Divide the longitude of the Moon by 13} and count Aswini,
Bharani etc.

You can see the Thithi does not depend on r or Aswinyadi,
but the Nakshatra changes when the moon’s longitude changes.

The Thithi and Nakshatra at 5.30 A. M. on the above dates
are :

March 1975 Thithi Naksliatra
21 Sukla Ashtami Aridra
22 Navami Punarvasu at 5.30 A.M.
23 Dasami Pushya
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How to Find the Ending Moment of Thithi?

Let it be x hours after 5.30 A. M. Find the longitude of
Moon and Sun and divide by 12 and equate to the next whole
number. The value of x is obtained.

How to Find out the Ending Moment of Nakshatra?

Let it be Q hours after 5.30 A. M. find the longitude of
the Moon and divide it by 134 and equate both next whole
number. The value of Q is obtained.

Thus the ending moments of the Thithi and Nakshatra
on the 3 days are as follows : —

1975
March Thithi Nakshatra
21 Sukla Ashtami- 0.57 P. M. Aridra - 10.39 P. M.

22 Sukla Navami-11.26 A.M. Punarvasu- 8.48 P. M.
23 Sukla Dasami- 9.10 A. M. Pushyam - 7.40 P. M.

Note :—1. Given any moment on any day the correct Thithi
and Nakshatra to a decimal fraction can be easily fixed by the
above method.

2. Thithi is based on the difference of the longitudes
of Moon and Sun.

1. The position of vernal equinox among the fixed
stars is reckoned every year, a number of times, by astrono-
mers. This is done with reference to the fixed stars. This is
called the longitude of the stars. This is published in the Ephe-
meris. The position of Sun and Moon and planets (i. e. the
longitude) with reference to r is given for every day at inter-
vals of hours. For our purpose let us take the longitude at 12
Midnight Greenwich mean time at 5.30 A. M. Indian Standard

Time.

2. The fixed Zodiac of the Rasis has a number of
single bright stars and their longitudes are given in the ephe-
meris. But we know the distance from Aswinyadi Pushya (8
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canari) 106° 40!, Jyeshta (Antras) 226° 40! and so on at 1?},—‘ per
Nakshatra from Aswinyadi). Therefore the correct distance
of r to Aswinyadi is reckoned. This is called Ayanamsa,

3. Having determined Ayanamsa, the l?ngitudes of
the Sun, and Moon, for every day at 5.30 A. M. is reckoned.

4. We shall determine the exact moment of the end-
ing of the Thithi.

_ Longitude
~ Sun Moon
March 21 5—30 A.M. 338° 08! 70° 111
22 5—30 A.M. 339° 08! 83° 55¢
Increase in 24 Hours 1° 13° 44!

(Longitude given here is 1° 46! more than that of

Government of India) Difference in longitude between Moon
and Sun at 5—30 A.M.

= (70° 11! + 360) — (338° 08!) = 920 (3!

—~ o . 161
Dividing by 12 Q=7——

o 240
o> Thithi is 8th
To find the ending moment. Let it be (X) hours after

5—30 A.M.
. 13° 4t

The longitude of Moon —— 70° 111 + 360 + — (X)

24
and the longitude of the sun

1
== 338° 08' 4+ —— (X)
24
Difference

12° 441

X
5 (X)
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But this should be 96° (12 X 8)

44 | 57 237

& 12— (X) == 3—i. ¢ (X) = —— X 24 hours
60 60 764
o4

i. ¢. (X) = 7 hours 27 minutes,
i. e. ending moment of Ashtami

== 5.30
+ 7.27 A.M.

12.57 A.M. or 0.57 P.M.

To find the Nakshatra
Longitude of Moon at 5.30 A.M. =—70° 11"
Therefore the Nakshatra is

70° 11 4211 211

132 20! 800 800

6th Nakshatra — Aridra

To find the ending movement of Aridra

Aridra ends at 80° Longitude. Let it be (X) hours after
5.30 A.M.

Longitude of Moon,

(X)
Longitude of moon =—— 70° I1' + — X 13 44!
24
(X)
oo X 13° 44" = 80° — 70° 111 = 90 49!
24
589
i.e. (X) = --—— X 24 Hours = 17 hours 9 minutes
824 _
Therefore time of ending of Aridra = 5.30 a.m.
17.09 a.m.
22.39 a.m.

or 10.39 p.m.
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b. The method of finding and determining the date
for planetary Combinations

There are 2 aspects to the application of ~astronomy for

this :

(a) Given the Planetary position, find the date.
(b) Given the date, fix the position of planets.

The first is a search. There is 00 single method of effici-
ent working. Guess, research and a bit of intuition arelnecessary.
Combine this and test the position of the planets by the 2nd
method. The 2nd is more scientific though many have not

used 1it.

There are three methods : (1) The modern astronomi-
cal method of which x, y, z system is important.  They
are very difficult for ordinary persons to understand; but one
who wants to be perfect in this science must know them.

(2) Dewan Bahadur Swamy Kannu Pillai’s method :—
The details are given in his Indian Chronology and Indian Ephe-
meris. There are tables to fix planetary positions from 3000
B. C. to 1900 A. D. But they give only the mean position and
there are a few fundamental errors. But its results are very
valuable for the period 3000 B. C. to 2000 A. D. Having fixed
the mean position, the correct position is determined by a pro-
cess of cyclic repetitions. For these, huge books and tables
must be available.

(3) Sri A. L. Narayana Rao’s Method : — He has pub-
lished a book on ephemeris. It gives accurate results for 200
years from 1800 to 2000 A. D.

Special method
But the best method is that of Sri K. Sreenivasa
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Raghavan, Madras. The theory is Sun’s position gives the date
of the year. Sidereal revolutions of the Sun brings it back to
the same place. Similarly alsosidercal revolutions of planets.
Hence by calculating the Julian day and then Kali day from
12th Fcl;ruury 3102 B. C, we can fix the position of the

planets.

The following sample problems clearly explain the way
to find out the planetary position as per Raghavan’s method.
As regards the other methods, readers are advised to read books
of Narayana Rao, Swamykananu Pillai and study them.

Whenever we try to find the position of planets two
¢rrors are very common. These should be avoided. The first
error is that many people take and follow the nautical almanac of
the European countries. This is wrong. They try to fix the
longitude of planet, termed to be the same as the longitude
of the beginning Nakshatra Segment on the ecliptic. This
method is wrong. The best way is to consider when the planets
in the beginning of Nakshatra Segment are on the meridian at
the same time and then only, we can say that the planet enters
the beginning of the Nakshatra segment. That is why Varaha-
mihira fixed the planets by its polar longitude and polar lati-
tude. The Second error is about the - difference between mean
position and apparent position. We should always take the
apparent position not the mean position.

The recurrence of ““Jupiter’’ with Sun

One sidereal year of Jupiter
= (a) 4332.58482 days
= (b) 11.86 years of Earth.

Multiply (a) and 365.25636 (the sidereal year of
car.th.) S0 that their difference yields a very small number.
This is by trial and error method.
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4332.58482 X 7 365.25636 X 83
(¢) 30328.09374 days (d) 30316.27788 days

Take the difference of (¢) and (d)

I.c. 30328.09374
30316.27788

11.81586 days

Now by the time Sun rolls over 11.81586 days, the Jupi-
ter will have moved,

= 1181586 X 360
4332.58482

= 0.9817920 degr.

der

To have a better advance value taking 30315 days 4 hrs.
38 minutes (considered by Sri L. N. Rao) we get, on similar
steps 1 degr. 4 mins. 21 sces. as the advance.

To find the position of Jupiter on 27th July 3112 BC

Multiply 4332.58482 by a number such th

at the result
comes into ephemeris.

i.e. 4332.58482 X (400 + 10)
1733033.92800

4332.584820

(a) 1776359.77620

Now (a) is near the ephemeris,

Take a chance for 00] to 009. By this we can see that
(a) when added to the product of

4332.58482 X 9
\.
38993.26338
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comes into the ephemeris

1. €. 1776359.77620
38993 .26338

1815353.03958 days...... (b)

Similarly find a number close to this by multiplying
365.25636 x X ?

Now taking X=-4000 gives 1400000 and add for X=5000
t will be more than 1820000. Therefore it is near to the
number 5,000.

Proceed as follows :—

365.25636 X 4000
(c) 1461025.44000

Now try from 100 to 900. Clearly it is 0900; multiply by
this the number 365.25636 viz.,

365.25636 X 900
R 3112

328733.72400 — 3102
Add (c) 1461025.44000 0010 X 365.2422

(d) 1789756.16400 3652.422
— 208.000

3444.422
+  49.000

3493.422

Try from 0010 to 0090
0090 is not possible

0080 also not possible
0070 may hold good which should be checked

by multiplication.
i. e. 365.25636 X 70
2556894520
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add (d)

ephemeris. Difference between (e) and (b)
27

(c)

oo Jupiter is

4332.584K2

1789756. 16400
181532510920 ... So. this is now in

27 days.

" tha
Ll

X 360 2 degrees behind sun.

Find out the position of Jupiter i degrees from the
cphemeris by substracting 3493 days (refer to R) by (¢)

Therefore finally the answer

87 degs + 2 degs

C.

1811831.6872
in the emphemeris and the position of Jupiter in degs

1815325.1092
©3493.4220

. This number 1s searched

89 degs. Now to bring this into

Vedanga Joythisha point, we have to add 1 deg. 46 mins. Hence
the position of the Jupiter on 27th July 3112 B C, - - 89 degs +

I deg. 46 mins. -

= 90 degs. 46 mins.

1. Some facts useful for Calculation

Christian Date Julian day Kali day Week Ayanamsa
from day
18 2.3102

1 Jan. 1968 A.D. 2439857 1851392 Mon 23°24" 297
1 Jan. 1900 A D. 2415021 1826556 Mon 22° 28’
21 Mar. 499 A.D. 1903397 1314932 Sun 2° 58° 4>
22 Mar. 285 A.D. 1825235 1236770 Sun 0 0 o
27 Dec. 3101 B.C. 589144
18 Feb. 3102 B.C. 588466 1 Fri —46°34’ 357
11 Jan. 3104 B.C. 587698 —768 Sun —46° 36’ 34"
13 Dec. 3105 B.C. - 587669 —797 Sat
23 Dec. 3106 B.C. 587313 —1153 Sun —46° 38’
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2. Position of r and Autumnal Equinox

8576 B.C. 120" r Magha 300° Aut. Dhanistha
4439 B.C. 08°  Aridra 248° Moola

3112 B.C. 48" Rohini 228° Jyeshta

411 A.D. 0°  Aswini 180” Chitra

1975 A.D. 21° 37! i.e., 338 231 [58° 23!

or 23° 23! (ved.jy. point)
Uttarabhadra  U.Palguni

3. Dates

Rama’s date of Birth ... 10th January 4439 B. C.
Krishna’s date of Birth ... 2T7th July 3112 B. C.
Kaliyuga Astronomical ... 10th January 3104 B. C.
For Panchanga Calculation ... 28th December 3101 B. C.
Mahabharatha War ... 22nd November 3067 B. C.

4. Sapta Rishi Mandala

Year Chronological Movement
8576 B. C. Magha Magha
4400 B. C. Shatabishag Dhanista-Sravana
3176 B. C. Magha Magha
3076 B. C. Magha 100th Year Aslesha-Pushya
1975 A.D. 51st Year of Punarvasu Hasta-Swathi

5. Abhijit Star

Was a Pole Star 10000 B. C. 90° Latitude

In Rama’s period 4400 B. C. between 75 °& 80°
In Krishna’s period 3112 B. C. 70° and 75°
Present period 1975 B. C. 43°

e ————

6. Once in 19 tropical years, same thithis repeat with 2
hours difference.
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i Cpeeicoe it back to the same posi-
7. 5475 sidereal years brings it bac

tion with 45 minutes difference.

akes about 1,15,000 years to
Vernal equinox (precess)
Vernal equinox mects

8. Perihelion (advances) t
come back to its original posttion.
comes back once in 27,000 years . €+y

perihelion 5 times in one revolution of perihclion.

arkable word Vishakyohah. This

0. Bhishma uses a rem N
the ccliptic.

means the intersecting points of the equator and
This is a technical word of Vyasa. Vyasa uses technical words
like these throughout Bharatha and these technical words
are superior to that of modern words.

10. From the above discussions the starting point of our
history may be summarised as follows @ — At the beginning ol
the S. R. Era, on 21st Nov. 8576 B. C. it was the beginning of
the Sarad Rutu, the first year was Samvatsara, (the first of the
Vedanga Jyotisha five years cycle and also Akshaya (the first
of the 60 year cycle, though it is now placed as the last). It
was the first day of the segment of Kumbha (Rasi) the Solar-
month Isa, and the Luni-Solar month Magha. The day was
friday, Maga Sukla Prathama, Shravishta Nakshatra, with the
Sun and the Moon at Mid Shravista, the Kali Yuga began on
the 1,999,782 nd day of the S. R. Era.

How to write our History

11 (a) Historical

The names of 100 kings of Rama’s family are given in
Vishnu Purana. The last king of this family was killed by
Pandavas in Mahatharata war. Strange indeed, that a kin;;
of Rama’s family fought on behalf of Kauravas, Politics!
Garga further gives the names of kings upto Nanda family.

(b) Astronomical

In Mahabharata Uttarayana point is clearly given, the
date of Sri Krishna’s birth is clearly given and also that of
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astronomical Kali Yuga. The date of Kritiyuga is given. And
there are 2 ancient statements by which the starting point of
autumnal equinox in Maghamasa could be found out by going
back 5475 years from Kaliyuga Era. And all these could be
checked by the present vernal equinox position. If this method
is adopted in detail we can easily rewrite our history for the
lact 100C0 years.

c. Accuracy of Luni-Solar System

Astronomically birth and death days should be as
perfect as possible. For this purpose luni-solar system is the
best. Perfection here is that the Moon shining with the help of
Sun i.e., the different phases of the Moon at the different
moments is the same all over the globe. This combined effect
is again attached to the fixed zodiac of stars, yielding more
accuracy.

If this luni-solar system with stars is split into tropi-
cal-solar, sidercal-solar, sid-lunar and lunar calendars, then
cach independent calendar will have an yearly terminal error.
These errors, more than a compensating one, as in the case of
luni-solar, are Cumulative errors. This results in a large error
after some years.

One more advantage in this luni-solar system is that it
does not have any arbitrary datums line as we consider in desig-
nating the dates in the Christian Calendar. Or finally, we can
conclude that the luni-solar is the best 