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PRETFTACE,

L]

This historical drama’ “Bahmi‘Lrtar)davijaya” IS an in-
valuable addition to the Trivandrum Sanskrit Serjes. Apart
from that, the edition of this work in this series which owes
its publication to the enlightened patronage of His Most ra-
cious Highness the Maharaja of Travangore *is also a fulfil-
ment of our duty in the light of its singularity.

The author of this drama discloses his name “Devaraja”
i a conundrum in the Prastavana,
“REUINAAT 9gH-
EFIANFAIG ITATEIT, |
WHRATATAT TG+
ae "%l Jfa & vagza 1’ (p. 2).
through the actress in her speech,

“agl aEaraEt st RTieTEITEan afgea-
a:a‘mqmﬁgsawréﬁmaﬁmmmaﬁga?&r@trfﬁa:ﬁmﬁaﬁwm .
THEAT JANAGRM F7 SAGSATT T A2F TAETHT o
T97 fava fagwrRa”’
and in the end of the manustript after the Bharatavakya,

“HRTAgTRECIATE:
AT FBTA FERT R |
AgFarERaicTenT 39-
ustiiag: gagt @asaeag ||

Tradition has it tHat this Devaraja belonged to a
Brahmin family that migrated from Patlamadai in the Tin-
nevelly District and settled at Aérama, a village near Suchin.
dram in South Travancore and that being well-versed in all
branches of ancient lore, and an carly dependent of the
prince Rama Varma,? nephew of |His Highness Martanda
Varma he became the chief of the Pandits attached to the

palace. That his father Sssadri was a vedic scholar revered
by all could be gathered from the stanza,

“TramgaArise far afgrian |
Rewgaamr @ ffgRe g 0” (p. 111),

Mr. T, Padmanabha Aiyar s, A., Tahsildar, Vilavancode
Taluk (Travancore)? who is known to be a descendant of the

L]
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author’s family writes to us : — “I referred the matter to t}q
elder members of my family.  Devardja, whoss full nam
is Devarija Sastrial, is my grand-father’s grand-father in
the male line. e was one of the donees of the Asramam
Village, near Suchindram, which as you know, was gifted
over to 12 Brahmins under a royal gift-deed in the year
940 a. 8. He wase therefore a contemporary of His High-
ness, the famous Martanda Varma and his successor Ramag
Varma, No further information 1s available about his life.
His ancestral place was, Ilearn, Pattamadai in the Tinnevelly
District wherefrom he migrated to Travancore.” '

It is by all means clear that the poct is a contemporar
of His Highness Martanda Varma from the dedication of the
work to His Highness, ]

gty — (FRY)

g W= T Srdaedr
AR GARGHIT UL FAHT |
rRTRgeas | SeA@Leg | qii-
s mor 99T assg I (p. 116),
and from the awarding of presents, by His Highness, to the
poet, A

g — (@R ey FIE Srgdagea )

Ll G (G R C U R H S K
FEAFTCNRONTAIT FIFHIHE T |

et Gzagedt AW GIRilaar 3 740
fing! AEETEANERAEg: gaearaEr o7

‘ T (p. 116).
The date of His Highoess’ reign is trom 1729 to 1758 A. D.
(904 to 933 M. E.)

There gre many points worthy of mention here by virtue
of the importance of the theme and also of the work-

Here is a synopsis. His Highness Martanda Varma
got disgusted with the task of governing the country for long
as it tended to lead the way to the decadence of his devotion and
the influence of infatuation. Once while devoutly worship-
ping the God Sri Padmanabha with the desire of carrying on
the Government of the country without any infringement of
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his devotion, His Highness had a vision of the Lord and
' . . g : '0 L Yy
obtained a benediction from the<Gracious . eity,

CEFA O TAANT ady FE AL |
gd UsA gawig 9 3 Mg wqa 0’ (p- 10).

that he would not be beset with infatuation ¢ven though he
might be assuming the reins of government, Further, ho
was blessed to rule as the viceroy and servant of Sr:f Padma-
nabha after renovating His dilapidated temple at Trivandrum
with the resources acquired through the subjugation of the
numerous neighbouring princes, by propitiating SrI Padma-
nibha by the performance of Mahabhiseka ceremony, accord-
ing to Rajastya rites, and then by dedicating the kingdom to
Him. Thus in fact, the king attained the gratification of
being styled Bala Martanda, and realized the result of such a
benediction by the amassing of riches through conquests, by
the renovation of temples, by the performance of the Maha-
bhiseka and by the dedication of the whole kingdom to
Srl Padmanabha. Thus though there are numerous topies
to be dealt with, the principal theme is the dedication of the
entire realm including the conquests to SrI Padmanabha
praceded by the Mahabhiseka ceremony. The whole theme
has been compressed into the five acts of the drama.

Act I. By way of introduction, the king narrates to
his ministers his vision of Sr Padmanabha and the project

of renovation of the temple by means of the wealth acquired
through conquests. ° »

Act 1I.  The king commences his victorious march
from Suchindram, after the donation of cows to Brahmins
and directs the heir - apparent to have the work of the
“Modern Kalidasa” "recited in accordance with the Lord’s
command, by the proficient Pathaka, Rangaranjaka, for the
sake of the diversion, during the days of separation, of his
rubjects who were eager to accompany the king.

Act IIT.  The description of the different’places reached
by the king duving his victorious march and the different
incidents that occurred in those places upto his return,

. A(:ﬁ IV. The king roturns from  his victorious camp-
algn, orders the renovation of thes temple within 5 days
[ ’ 2 s f o ( ) t ot at N M | & 2
i)n_d1 the performance of the Mahabhiseka, making the Srl

ad: palace his le e 1 y
um palace his abode dw g the Muhabhiseka ceremony
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observes religious auskeritics and ncconrmgnwd by the chicf
of artisans inspects the Sri Padmanabha Temple which hag
been renovated in accordance with instructions.

e Act V. After propitisting SrT Padmanabha by the
ahabhiseka cbremoay, the king ves'ed with all the emblems
Mahabhiscka cerempay, the King ‘ '
of a monarch dedicates his kingdom to Him. And gracious
to His devotees, the God bl(zgsos the king and permits him
to practice his devotion.  Finally, great poets and scholars
are honoured by the king, all royal orders being sanctified by
the emblem of ST Padmanabha.

Now, let us consider how much is historically true in
the above matter. Themes that are dr.y‘ and empty in fact
are transmuted by great poets into brilliant and relishable

ones by the power of their ,imagination: .It depends. on _t}}e
critic even then to enjoy the essence of it in an eclectic spirit.
So too, many incidents have been enlinked here in a spirit of
romance. However the facts mentioned below, on sifting,
deserve to be noted. First, the course of the victorious
march is traced : ’

“FHFATANT  AASTHFANGEH  [ATCRFA  qUSERAOTATY
TS TEWAT, q1ed FsT TIIAT ARIA IS (117 grarasag-
FATITT (qRUI AT qIS: WQXeqreEd sqmea |

“q IFFFAAL: TTIITIZIISIET -
qAMYIESBAHALI IR |
A7 AR qUETRANEN AR
W gRarasTa e 1”  (p. 29).
[t is thus known that the king started from Suchindram in
a north-casterly direction along the sea-shore and marched

into the Pandya kingdom, From the stanzas,
“IEg T atud 3P AR |
HIRIGHEOT TN TFIA0r qORad geg | (p. 30).
“qa W aeifaan: gy w9 gAgie AT
R qadt argeRaFage AR |
AT, WIS SOAATA: qqv
TR XA Faw ayfaEn 1 ( p. 31).

we learn that he went to Srf rangam and himself remaining
there, sent forward his commanders,

(8



)

Again, we learn from stanzas, = o
CorifReIAl CATIBIE ATGEAS FS=BAA B0
HRATETOBHTARITTA FIGe@ATTA: |
TS FEEi Y ef-faadr ararag- .
ISHETET TTGT T AT & STt dar )
(p. 32).
CHivs qve | waET e | FSATISIROCYOT
gudie ! @ fEived wiRfy T woiz ! gAiRe |
HIEEW | SFfAEEs gaq | Ao a9 a5 -
QA WAREIAR aEamdieg e 0’

PN

“3 X wrgurd g a9 Age ! @ ad-
Srpun; &7 9w | T ¢ At ! quteweT
ATy ey ! ag! AR agE! et as-
- Remuiya aBEg-IREe Sigery grga o

(p. 33).
that the King Balamartanda subdued all the princes in the
east, west and north.  The victory over the prince of

gereq or Kakkur is historically authentic. The conquest of
Kerala upto the Kola ccuntry and such other exploits of him
appear to flavour of imaginative romance.

He seems to have proceceded from Srirangam to Ram-
esvaram, thence to Thiruchendur and from there to Navati-
ruppati, as is evident from the following verses : —

“FEAT FATAHTANTT FRIFAREITRATE |
a afgdAigiugraegy @S aETg AT 0
(p. 34).
“IATAEAT AFAHTTSTSIN: FaTAT-
R SEARIFUNIIIIH |
qUFEI AFAT RATFANG (TASE .
adig HanERR gwma sgRa: 1’ (p 35).
gereAr afagedfiriary SRl Fefrar agvar
ETH FAYAARITAHE AMTHT: |
AETE AT G TS AHER (AT HHTT
TN FEAIY, NI WSAIRTANT qOAnTHIITT 0"
(pe 37).
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“sitmntarErmgdl aEe aAATHGUARSEY |
st =f @dieT S A WATRT QT g7y )

(p. 40)

A fow other facts mentioned in the drama deserye ¢ be
noticed heref— - d
(1) There w:m_d’uncing in cor]‘cb.mt.ion of Navaratri fegt.
ival in the Maharaja’s palace. This was in vogue till ]
year (vide page 2):-

(2) The king observed the vow of Maghasnana t]a¢
lasted for a month (vide page 6).

ast

(8) The Alankaradana was prevalent even in the time
of Balamartanda Varma (vide page 14).

(4) The execution of Ma.dampis 18 referred to (vide
page 16). :

(5) Mention has been made with regard to the slaying
of the rebels Pappu Tampi and Raman Tampi, famous e
Ilaya Tampis (vide page 16).

(6) Mention is made of the conquest of Quilon (vide
page 16).

(7) The battle with the Dutch at Colacchel and the
capture of De Lannoy ave referred to (vide page 16).

(1) “TREAHERET AKE RIS HA I TACHTIRG AT
(2) “amEARed aeedd W,
(3) “azaRegRadEl FAYTAT G : SRqRaar’
(4) PrFRUFAFEART: TS SsqeeaAll awd gaaEE
AT F9 g8’ .- |
(5) “Fra VAMEEAAIEAGFARAGIT  arewrmIdr Sa-
I gUAATFSARE M ffwia fAsess  #e-
_Aigasr afFmaddamdr aad ARagaraT FHeHeT 9|
* IUFA A FAFEAE ARG TAF gEeIarRar '’
(8) “deEggial aaFeg@E MeHgERaga gFFaad |
SRFARETE gH@RugIEFags Agaraatag 1
(7) “RSUSAHIGE SRR (heg o
qAq GRATAE FRAFEMSY qEealy geEnms qErEgd-
afy faftd = anaruasemBsua fAgEd [Afed, 3@
LU qEaE 9fkgned 9
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(8) Reference to the donation of the Mahodayagrama
(vide page 23). .

(9) The ‘kings had  Vaisnavie tendencies at the time
(vide page 50Y.

(10) The kings worshipped  God  within the templo,
only af ter circumambulating outside (vide pagg 51), .

. [ ]

(11) There were 8 Yoga Brahmins who were the custod-
jans of the temple and the couns.llors of the king who had
but a half vote (vide page 51).

(12) The word Karyakara is but the Sanskritized form
of Raryakkar which obtains even now (vide page 52).

(13) The Sri Padam palace which is located to the north
of the Lord’s feet appears to be significantly so called. The

holy waters that wash the feet of Sr1 Padmanabha collect
theve and sanctify the spot.(vide page 53).

(14) Mahidharendranandini is the princess Rani Parvati
Bhai, His Highness’ sister and mother of prince Sri Rama
Varma (vide page 54).

(15) Reference has been made to Ottakkal Mandapam
(the single-slab-dais) (vide page 74). :

(16) Reference to the Anaval whose office is to report to
the king the affairs of the temple (vide page 74),

(17) Reference to the Tamil Brahmins known as
“Dasas’ who perform services in the temple (vide page 76)-

(8) “SFAARAIGAAGACOTIHI |
adrFfEREE aEr g AR 07
(9) “gAraggEaE:’ .
(10) eqnaeafeaeaad ar2aq geAfead Bruisd WEEHRgId
qrsafags 9gaT”’
(11) “afx faewea wéfgan aufsieo a8 sfaT’
(12) “qst-—arseq | FEHQATT
(18) “rmgchaddizd fama . "
(14) “afemr qrar T AQAEEACGH AGEARITN"
(15) “wrfammuzaaegiaaaaaEanREd R RagEaEy s
TAFAACATIGNUA: ST’
(16) “‘agaras#{l HTFg0eary’’
(17) “graamamast:”
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(18) The palace of His Hivhness was then situated in-
side the Sr1 Padam premises and when he visited the tem-
ple, he worshipped Sri Kyigna first, as he had to pass that
way (vide page 78).

(19) The king prayed to SrT Padmanabla, to accept the
burden of Government frour him (page 81).

(20) Santikars Ss the Sanskritized form of Santikkaran
tha: obtains to the present day (vide page 82).

21) Reference to the king’s wish that God Sr1 Padma-
nibha should be anointed as the Maharaja (vide page 83).

(22) The “Dasa™ class was entrusted with the business
of keeping the cows and also the rice for preparing Payasam
(milk-pudding) (p. S5.)

(23) Sr1 Padmanabha accepted the sovereignty and ofter-
ed a sword and shield to the king in recognition of his vice-
royalty (page 86). S o

(24) The image of the child SrI Krlsna laid in the cradle
placed to the south of the Ottakkal Mandapam is referred t)

(vide page 88)-

(18) “sg=maaeFAM0a-T I CHEHERICEEERIEICO IR
(19) “sashdr @i swat afa aq = foeor |
¥ & a1 a7 gt #ar f4ga argga ! |
el Fod FUIAET AR |
qIEISIsiAd, w7 g 9< @asr gt 0”7
(20) “enfeaeai agPmEAGH AN AFAHRET: 0’
(21) “@F@TTERS AW g7 gt @y |
ARG qfsn{rqmawmajs?w 0"
(92) “d: agznE | eyRaEatEizafT aaET el qgai
aa: SRR qqEqaATEl g9 qedl deIHIiA qUgard (-
g 3 InFEraaig: 9fqngq’’
(23) ‘A1 4| arewm@ios | @ar gai AL |
HIET JZH0 JFUSAISIT qrEgaq |
FFusTIfalgser a9 gra arEd |
Azl PATAAG w@2r oEar a@gr
(24) ‘“sqrifemmET agERaAa GFIAEET aAeAH "

P
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(25) Mahastpadhikari is the Sanskritized name of the
officer who 15 designated “Valiaparippukaran® (vide page
96). ‘

(26) The kings of Travancore from the time of Map-
tandavarma were o bo styléd Yuovarajag and the term
Maharaja is just a verbal embhellishment.  Further the
custom takes root here that all rulers of the country should
pass orders under the emblem and seal of Sri Padmanabha
{vide page 108). '

(27) The symbol of SiT Padmanabha’s fect, adorning the
crest of the kings of Travancore to this day is sugoestive
of the fact that the king is His servant (vide page 109).

Now, we shall .consider tha merit of the work. It is
clear from the words of the actress,

“... . ASATAOSEFT AR AH TAFSTAR A5 T3 (5507
frgnes |
that this play belongs to the “Nataka” type of dramatic
compositions and the name of the drama Balamartandavijaya

is suggestive of the essence of the theme presented. In con-
formity with the definition,

“HIIFRARE: TIF AT 047 |
HEAQAAFIAT A2H agaiay 1’

(25) “agrEgmnart agrganias”’
(26) “afga:mafd af agMay @ DUATAR agmAReRER-
©33g Y 3Y 7 FarEad Gy JAUII=E: G AR\ 7al-
USTZTE3EG  ANFIAF-AANA GaAnT |
AFFEFIA F fAmgrgaeEAny |
qdg=a Afcra aea Far G gqfq: )
ARl FEY TR AA , TRANGE ST -
fFaad | AT g SATERATT JTE T FEANY FAIRER |
AT —TTAFAIGENST FTT FeTANAEY: | SIFATAXNT
qgAl A9 AT, JEY  ANITANIQLRG {0 T Y

%T%H?T%: ! :‘\* \
(27) “aar 958 99, @ quii'?iq‘agqq . R NV

N , N
wefrgaar 4 | 937 Ream ag 1" o,/

T

S RN
0|5,2« K50, N 4O 7 4

e T T g A\
N30 ‘;:,‘1 ” \:‘i/'
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this is a full flodged Natakn, with the celebrated king Mg,
tandavarma as its hero and with the dslineation of the heroiq
sentiment which is in harmony with the exalted virtues of th,
hero, dn consonance with the spirit of conquest and culmjp.-
ating in the noble sentiment of devotion.  And in keopmo-
with the dictates of (he Dagariipaka,

“gaRT a¥g G A g QA av)’”’
there is the indieation of the plot in,
CRST AGAFSONIIATT AAHTLAN
JEH WG AT 3T S AgaRagy |
FRAT 7T BATTRASFTHAATER

L3

-~ ~ M o en Y
TET QTNLETET AGAT TR G aqd 17 (p. 4).
and of characters in, -
“UERINT qag WA agE @A |
s FtoeeT & faifdar @ 0’ (p. 4),

All the characteristic features of a classical drama are
manifest in this work and we do not propose tc dilate upon
that point-  And in regard to the propriety of naming the
work Balammtandavmya, we consider that the drama has
been apprepriately so named by the poet who appears to
give prominence to the fact that Sri Padmanabha is the an-
ointed king and the Maharaja is but His Viceroy, the affix
Bala bOlnrr suggestive of the modesty ot the king. It might
equally be a1gued that the drama could properly be called
Vira Martanda Vijaya as it treats of the victory of the he-
roic Martanda Varma over all his foes, internal as well as
external.  The poet explicitly endeavours to justify in ways
manifold, the title ‘Bala Martanda’ of the hero, whose pro-
wess and heroism and victory recurrently figure in the
work e. ¢.,

“qisy afagermal Raad MaeaEeenz |7 (p. 4).
“ofd wead A awAEmeEgar’ (p. 17).

CFAIST FIGATAT; FFREFTAAA |
IgAET e qarwwEne a1’ (p. 20),

and our surmise that his successors also accepted this title as
an embellishment to their modesty gains ground.
There is a town established by His Highness Bala

Rama Varma, Bonlnmnapum by name, swuated eight miles
east of lrlvmdx am. In anclent ahmnacs there 1s the word
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Bala used instead of Pala in the title Vancip
in modern almanacs of Travancore.  Without investicatine
the origin of the occrrence of the word Bila, Pala was
inserted as it appeared appropriate in the sense of protector,

Sut it appears to us that the word Bila is more in keeping
with the trend of facts before us. ) ) i

ala occurring

It is easy to understand that the poet follows the style
of Ralidasa generally; and hence occasional imitation and
partial pligiarism are noticeable,  Note the imitation,

“FERR AECEO gUROT qEW g )
U ST g ARG oniaeaan )"
(Sakuntala.)
“aAEFAT a'ra{ MAAT AGH 4T |
w7 e & e aar )

. . (p- 4)-
and the adoption of words wholesale,

‘o sgwegonr”  (Raghuvamsa)
“orrqugStEtaan:’ (p. 14).
The poet appears to have been fond of the style of the Mu-
draraksasa also in similar situations e. ¢., '
L [ SRS 2 LN N
“HeMgEAT FET TRAEATETR AABd
q@ Y el autramaarageEany |
TSR NG IeaAFFaHIRTal
HIZITaNd FIAlar g@T=ar gz 1
(Mudraraksasa IT1. 5)
“HiEr I goElea PHIFAER TSAEAT 7T
FAIZ F 7 AFRT o § FLONFET TeAT: FAF |
TAARAGTFA(-AL@AT =3 @A U
AEHIF TG Fymeaistasl: qy a0’
* (p-18).
There are numerous instances of beautiful passages to
be cited from th: work, We cite the following stanza,

“eriizdiguiadigolt ar
faA@r sgladegied: |
AAFAIIIIGETA-

dfadia gag aatas 1”7 (p. 62).
at random.
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16 may be menfioned here l'lmll; il'rllu.-wI.iul'()i“oiiwl‘hl{s '!n]lny,
king Mactinda Varma, ]l.llh' liuro t"h";Y ‘[‘]»(L ayalam
literature.  The enthusiastic aulogies by l{:rmupm.’(l, 1 Va'r“,]-
in Kuchelwvrittam Vanchippattu and I).y— [KCunchan 'Nzn’nblynr
e Sabhapravesam 'l.‘lm!‘l:\.l are eloquu!nlll i(,"Hi,lln(]){llGHI of the
hevoism of the great king. Bui:l; o»{theﬁl wulg t‘m con-
temporavics of king Nil:.‘wl;:,‘m‘du. \. m‘l“ntl.f I’e(,'ent‘ y a ,thp-.
pattu dealing with the exploits of this former sovereign of
Travancore was discovered and published by Mr. M. Rajaraja
Varma M. &., B. L. The malayalam 11?ve], Mﬂ}'tﬂ:.l,lda Varma
by the talen‘ed author Mr. C. V. Raman Pllla} B. A., has
king Martanda Varma asits central figure. The undying
reputation of the king has thus got_embeddpd in the mala-
yalam literature. The present 13L1b1.1cqt10n is unique inas-
much as it is the only Sanskrit work in which this heroic
ancestor of our Maha Raja has been portrayed in the halo of
his illustrious achievements,

We have been able to procure only one manusecript of
the work which is about 150 years old and that is deficient
in respect of the loss of two leaves in the beginning and
middle. But we wish to offer the work to the public with-
out any delay as it treats of the history of our royal dyn-
asty and particularly as it panegyrizes the glories of His
Highness the ever memorable Martanda Varma. The
manuscript is in  Grantha character and has been obtained
from the library of Purushottamar® Vasudevir, Vattappalli
Matham, Suchindram. The interest he manifests in the
safe preservation of these manuscripts is laudable indeed,
His enthusiasm in the preservation of such manuscripts and
the offer of this for publication in our series have been but in-
adequately rewarded by the pretent, we have made of our
publications to him. ~ We offer our sincere thanks to him and
hope that other bibliophils like him may feel inclined to

assist us with loans of such valuuble and interesting
manuscripts,

Trivandrum, L
10-13-1106. K. SAMBASIVA SASTRI.

e S
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SRR RIRE KRR ET ELIGE AR EIECRIC R e
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R
R fidr ARwNE |

fqEEEamr & TR qsar (1”
(o 288, @0 {3)

o wuig ae far YngAr Yafagaf: anefemm
A 29 SrFaE: JEAEAT AR [ | agEty-
PR RIE 6 R ESIRE I EUE #, T. A gk
AT CEREEFATREA g A Sagan ST
SZEAl RS s —

«] referred the matter to the elder members of my fami-
ly. Devaraja, whose full name is Deyaraja Sastrial is my
grandfather’s grandfather in the male line. He was one of
the donees of the Asramam gramam near Suchindrum, which
as you know, was gifted over to 12 Brahmins under a Royal
oift deed in the year 940 M. E. He was therefore a con-
temporary of their Highness the famous Martandavarma and
his suecessor Rama Yarma. No further information is avail-
able about his life. His ancestral place was I learn, Patta-
madai in the Tinnavelly District wherefrom he migrated to
Travancore.” ' |
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